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Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 

Fax: 1-269-422-6026 
¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  

 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 
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Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM 
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Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 

Parsonage: 422-1444 
Cellular Phone: 313-1449 

 
���������������������������

Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318 
Pattie Neal, Trustee:  422-1827 Council Rep to HCLC 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
David Risetter, Trustee: 422-2082 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
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Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892  
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Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 426-3862 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Dana Ford 556-1174/John Boos 465-6697  
Finance: Steve Nitz 927-9708 
Hickory Creek Learning Center:  
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers:  
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Dear Parish Family,  
 
October is the season of harvest. We can see the hand of 
God in the fields around us, and we know the benefits of 
His love for us. God is at work in us, for us, and through 
us, but it is only through faith that we can know that God is 
the source of all things. Everything that we are, have, and 

will ever be comes from God’s abundant grace. Our lives and our 
accomplishments do not come from our own efforts. When we acknowledge 
that God is in control and everything is dependent upon His grace, we can learn 
to be content with who we are and what we have in Christ. 
God’s “divine power has given us everything we need,” and we are most 
blessed when we learn to depend on His power and not our own. When we 
attempt to do things in our own power, we will not succeed in ways that honor 
God. It is God’s power that provides everything we need. 
God “has given us everything we need for life and godliness.” God is the giver 
and has made available all that we need. If we have God, we need nothing 
more. We need to give God credit and gratitude for all that He does and gives 
to us. As we show reverence to God, we exhibit godliness and our relationship 
with God through Jesus grows.  
It is crucial that we know Jesus as Savior and Lord. “And this is the testimony: 
God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son 
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” 1 John 5:11-12 We 
need to be connected to Jesus with our hearts, not just with head knowledge. 
God has “called us by His own glory and goodness;” He has called us as His 
adopted children through the death and resurrection of Jesus, and through His 
power, we have all we need to live the kind of life that honors God. His calling 
enables us to reflect His glory and goodness to others. 
Here are some questions to ask ourselves: What are some changes that we 
might expect to see in our behavior as God transforms our lives? And, how do 
we demonstrate that we depend on God’s power and strength? 
Let us thank God for His unconditional love. We know that God loved us so 
much that He sent His only Son to the Cross to be our sin. We pray that God 
teaches us to avail ourselves of His “divine power” so that we might live lives 
that honor God and point others to Him.  
These truly are good times for blessing others, for being alive, and being filled 
with generosity in Baroda!  
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Dear Members: 
What would you do? 
If Jesus came to spend some time with you? 
If Jesus came to your house 
to spend a day or two, 
if He came unexpectedly, 
I wonder what you’d do, 
when you saw Him coming? 
Would you meet Him at the door 
with arms outstretched and welcome 
to your heavenly visitor? 
Or would you need to change some things 
before you’d let Him in? 
Like burn some magazines 
and maybe put the Bible where they’d been. 
Could you let Jesus walk right in 
or would you rush about 
to hide your worldly music 
and put some hymn books out? 
Oh, I know that you’d give your nicest room 
to such an honored guest 
and all the food that you would serve to Him 
would be the very best. 
And you’d keep assuring Him 
that you were glad to have Him there 
that serving Him in your home 
was a joy beyond compare. 
But would your family conversation 
keep up its normal pace? 
Would you find it hard each meal 
to say a table grace? 
Would you be glad to have Him 
meet your very closest friends 
or would you hope they stayed away 
till His visit ends? 
Would you take Him with you 
everywhere you had to go? 
Or maybe change your plans 
for just a day or so? 
Would you be glad to have Him stay 
forever on and on? 
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Or would you sigh with great relief 
when finally He had gone? 
You know, it might be interesting 
to know the things that you would do 
if Jesus came to spend some time with you. 
What would you do? 
What would you do,  
if Jesus came to spend some time with you? 

 
                               by Peter Wagoner 

Yours in Christ, 
 
 

 
Council President 
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Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 
fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love. 
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 Offerings $22,346.87 Offerings $142,446.89 
 Expenses $16,649.91  Expenses $138,444.42 
 Variance $5,696.96 Variance $4,002.47 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, August 21, 2008 
 
Meeting opened:  7:04 p.m. with prayer led by Pastor.  Sam Schultz read the 
Value Statements 
Members Present: Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Bill Gavac, Patti Neal, Dean 
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Driscoll, Bonnie Hodge, Sam Schultz, Dave Risetter 
Members Absent: Karen Jasper, Bruce Nitz, Larry Klug 
Advisory:  Pastor Ken 
Minutes: 

Minutes from the April 17 th & July 17th council meetings were 
approved with corrections after a discussion. 

Committee Reports: 
Community Life: 
The Minutes from the August 10th meeting were handed out. 
 Motion by Rick Widdis, Second by Karen Zielke to allow flu shots 
 to be administered after the November 9th service at St. John’s. 
Youth Report:  
Patti Neal said the Youth Service and Pig Roast were a huge success. 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Dean Driscoll reviewed Treasurer’s Report. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor’s report for the last 3 months was handed out and 
discussed. Pastor informed council that Steve Nitz is the new Finance 
Chairperson and will begin working on the audit soon with Judy Nitz. 
Pastor announced that Mike, Amy, Allison and Andrew Semenak would like to 
Transfer from Saron to St. Johns Church.   
 Rick Widdis Motioned, second by Patti Neal to accept their 
 transfer. Motion by Bill Gavac, Second by Dave Risetter to have 
 the carpet in the Parsonage professionally cleaned.  Pastor to get 
 back to council with a quote. 
Performance Reviews: The choir director and Administrative Assistant’s 
reviews were discussed with council. 

Motion by Dave Risetter, second by Patti Neal to approve a 3% 
increase retroactive to January 08. 

New Business: 
Pastor explained the problems with the current Internet service to council. 
 Motion by Patti Neal, second by Bill Gavac to switch from dial up 
 to a high speed service thru CSI – Wireless in the church office. 
Marcy Blesy has submitted her resignation as HCLC Designee to council. 
 Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Patti Neal to accept Marcy’s 
 resignation with deep regrets and thank her for all her years of 
 excellent service. 
HCLC enrollment numbers were discussed, along with the filling of the 
designee position.  Currently Pastor and Bonnie will do the work needed, until 
the position is filled.  Karen Zielke asked about the pay for the Admin Asst 
when doing the designee job. 
 Lord’s Prayer 
 Meeting Adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
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Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
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If you are planning a meeting or event, or need to cancel or change the 

date of a meeting or event – please call the church office 422-1449 with the 
details, or make a note on the calendar posted on the wall of the fireplace room.  
This will not only help to let others know what meetings are scheduled, but will 
also ensure that the most complete and current information is used when events 
are published in the bulletin and Grapevine.  Thank you.  
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Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
7854 Forest Lawn Rd 
Three Oaks, Mi 49128 

 Dorothy Zielke 
288 Peace Blvd 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

 
Elsie Lemon 
The Willows 
3440 Niles Rd 
St. Joseph, Mi 49085 

  

   
 
Let us pray: Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years 

have brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 

keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 
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Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
December 6th for St. John’s Annual 
Christmas Craft Fair, make out your 
Christmas list, Tell  you friends! 

The Craft fair will run from 8:30 AM 
to 4:00 Pm, with a great lunch being served.  

Table space is limited, so reserve yours 
early! 
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2 Brandon Belanger 19 Les Corkill 
 David Risetter  Abby Klug 

4 Aiden Nitz 24 Tyler Hicks 
7 Karen Jasper 25 John Boos 
 Judith Nitz  Robert Eberhardt 

10 James Drew  Sandra Spitzke 
12 Elsie Lemon 26 Scott Fleisher 
14 Betty Elsass 27 Larry Klug 

 McKinleigh Kraemer  Robert Schroeder 
 Lyle McMullen 28 Anna Corkill 
 Dorothy Zielke  Amy Klug 

15 Diana Klug 29 Ashlee Klug 
16 Donald Spitzke 30 Matthew Spitzke 

   Andrew Stieb 
 

If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church 
office so that we can correct the records: 422-1449 
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With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
o The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
o Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
o Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
o Epson Cartridges cannot be recycled 
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As God’s stewards, we are managers, not owners. “The earth is the Lord’s and 
everything in it, the world and all who live in it.” Psalm 24:1 Yet, God entrusts us 
with possessions as He continues to pour down on us “every good and perfect 
gift. . .” James 1: 17 We have the privilege and responsibility of managing all that 
God has given to us. As managers of God’s gifts, our purpose is to manage all 
things in ways that please and honor our heavenly Father. 
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The Scrip program is a wonderful fundraising opportunity for our church.  
Simply put, Scrip are gift cards that you order through the church. When you 
purchase Scrip gift cards, you pay the face value of what the card is 
worth…there are no up-charges to you.  Profits for the church are earned 
through discounts and rebates offered by the vendors.  Scrip gift cards can be 
used to make personal purchases or can be given as gifts.  If you haven’t tried 
Scrip before, please consider giving it a try. It’s easy, convenient and very 
profitable for our church!  You may pick up a Scrip order form from the table 
in the narthex.  The order form only lists a portion of the total vendors 
available.  A complete vendor listing can be found on the rolling message board 
in the narthex or can be viewed by going online at www.glscrip.com.  For 
more information, please see John Boos or Dana Ford.  Thank you for your 
support of the Scrip program! 

 
 
 



 
Living By Grace . . . Growing In Faith! 

11 

����
���
���������
���
�����������
���
 
Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed, contact any Altar 

member for assistance. (Kristi Fleisher  426-3862)      
                                                  
  ����
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1  International Day of Older Persons 
 Give thanks for Carol and the Rev. James Sack, serving with the Japan   

Evangelical Lutheran Church.  James teaches pastoral care and 
counseling at the Japan Lutheran Theological College and Seminary, 
Tokyo.  Carol reaches out with a ministry of music within the church 
and the greater Tokyo community. 

2           Pray for the presidents of the ELCA’s eight seminaries as they gather   
 for their annual October meeting in conjunction with the Conference of   
 Bishops to discuss theological learning and leadership preparation. 
3    Thank God for the dynamic ministry of Pastor Jeff and Mary Johnson.    
 Jeff serves the Lutheran Church of Guam and Mary serves as regional   
 resource for English language programs there. 
4  Beginning of World Space Week  
 Give thanks for the ELCA Alliance for Faith, Science and Technology   
 as its members prepare for an annual meeting to discuss the 
 implications of science and technology for Christian faith and life. 
5   Lutheran World Federation Sunday 
 God, we lift up the people of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,   
 Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, that they may   
 find peace and security. 
6    World Habitat Day 
 Pray for the 15 ELCA synods conducting educational events in the   
 principles of congregation-based organizing to equip hundreds of   
 leaders to renew their own congregations and to work with interfaith   
 partners on social justice campaigns. 
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7    Ask God’s wisdom for Arden and Janna Haug in Europe, Richard   
 Sarker in Asia and the Pacific, Peter and Michele Johnson in the 
 Middle East, and Bob and Jim Lowden in Tanzania/Rwanda as they   
 begin their work accompanying ELCA companion churches in various   
 regions. 
8    International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction 
 Give thanks for God’s gifts of the good earth, the seas and skies; ask   
 God to be with all the ministries of the ELCA as they strive to be good   
 caretakers of those gifts, living in harmony with the natural rhythms of   
 life. 
9    Ask God to guide principals, pastors, and other school and early 
 childhood education center leaders as they gather in Chicago, October   
 10-12 under the theme “Called and Chosen to Serve,” and as they   
 continue in their educational callings.  
10    World Mental Health Day 
 Pray for Metropolitan Alliance for Common Good, Portland, Ore.,   
 leading pastors Aimee Bruno, King of Kings, Milwaukee; Scott 
 Dunfee, St. Stephen, Gladstone; Terry Moe, Redeemer,  Portland; and   
 their lay leaders, interfaith and community allies in their efforts as   
 agents of God’s justice. 
11   Remember in prayer Joe and the Rev. Deborah Troester and family,   
 serving in Garoua Boulai, Central African Republic.  Joe serves as   
 water resource manager for  the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the   
 Central African Republic. Ask for blessing on the human hands 
 carrying out God’s work in this place. 
12   22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Lord God, in the midst of economic, political and social challenges, we   
 pray that you will give strength and wisdom to the people of 
 Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal.  
13  As the Lutheran Church in Liberia continues to witness to God’s love   
 and faithfulness, pray for Bette McCrandall, who provides leadership to 
 the education ministries of the church, that she might be filled with joy   
 and strengthened by her friendships with Liberian co-workers. 
14 Thank God for the Wysocki family of Pennsylvania who, whenever   
 on vacation in upstate New York, share their musical gifts with St.   
 Paul’s Lutheran, Redwood, and Evangelical Lutheran, Orleans.   And   
 thank God for these rural congregations who, though small, continue to   
 be an active sign of God’s presence in their communities.  
15    Praise God for the commitment and ministry of ELCA volunteer 
 missionaries.  Give thanks for the gifts of the many English-speaking   
 teachers serving at the Lutheran schools in Bratislava, Košice, 
 Liptovsky Mikulas, and Tisovec, Slovakia.  
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16   World Food Day  
 Pray for Pastor Andrew and Barbara Hinderlie in Madagascar.  Andrew 
 is the regional representative for East Africa, and Barbara supervises   
 the office dealing with mission personnel and development projects,   
 including the Famine Relief Project in Southeast Madagascar.  Pray for   
 God’s mercy on those who are hungry, and for God’s blessings on the   
 famine relief project.  
17   International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  
 Praise God for the developers and redevelopers of American Indian   
 ministries, especially for Chuck Hunt, Good Spirit Native American in   
 Portland, Ore.; for Jennie Lightfoot at One in the Spirit, St. Paul, 
 Minn., for Will Voss, Lakota Lutheran Center, Scottsbluff, Neb.; for   
 Mary Louise Frenchman, Living Waters Lutheran Church, Cherokee,   
 N.C.; and for transitional leadership at Woyatan American Indian   
 Ministry in Rapid City, South Dakota. 
18         Luke, Evangelist 
 Thank God for the work of Dr. Steve and Bethany Friberg as Steve   
 continues to reactivate medical dispensaries in North Maasailand in   
 Tanzania and Bethany works with Maasai women to create and to   
 market beadwork.  Praise God for transforming lives and human worth   
 through love. 
19   23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 God of the nations, we give you thanks for the Christian communities   
 in India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.  Give them strength to be witnesses   
 to your love and peace.  We lift up to you the companion relationships   
 among the South Andhra Lutheran Church of India and the 
 Northeastern Minnesota Synod, and the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran   
 Church and the Northwestern Minnesota Synod. 
20  Pray for the many ELCA members who accept a call to serve as   
 regents, directors, or trustees on the governance boards of this church’s   
 28 colleges and universities. 
21   Rejoice with Pastor Connie Thomson and the people of New Joy   
 Lutheran Church, Westfield, Ind., whose first worship service in their   
 newly constructed building was overflowing with people, with joy, and   
 with praise! 
22         Pray for Dirk and Sarah Stadtlander and their two small daughters as   
 they serve together among Pulaar-speaking Christians in Linguere,   
 Senegal, a 99-percent Muslim country, through an evangelism ministry   
 with the Lutheran Church of Senegal.   
23   Synod advocates for the Book of Faith Initiative are at work in synods   
 across this church.  Pray for these people called to encourage 
 engagement of the initiative by congregations and other groups in our   
 synods.  



 
Living By Grace . . . Growing In Faith! 

14 

24   United Nations Day, Beginning of Disarmament Week  
 Pray for Pastor Jeremy Shih and First Taiwanese Lutheran Church as   
 they move into a new stage of growth.  This soon-to-be-organized   
 congregation serves Taiwanese people in Houston. 
25  Pray for the Rev. Ron Luckey and members of Faith Lutheran in,   
 Lexington, Ky., a congregation active in “Building a United Interfaith   
 Lexington through Direct Action.”  BUILD is an interfaith, interracial,   
 proactive organization working to create positive change for low- to   
 moderate-income communities in Lexington-Fayette Urban County. 
26  24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 We praise you, God of the islands, for the warm welcome and 
 hospitality experienced by visitors to the Indian Ocean island nations of 
 Comoros, Mauritius, Seychelles, Maldives and Madagascar, and 
 especially the outreach efforts on Comoros and Reunion Islands. 
27   Milwaukee Inner-city Congregations Allied for Hope (MICAH) seeks   
 to empower people of faith to organize and take action to resolve   
 critical issues and adjust political and social imbalance. Pray for 
 MICAH member congregations Divine Word Lutheran Church and   
 Transfiguration Lutheran Church along with their pastors, Sue Gaeta   
 and Dennis Jacobsen. 
28   Simon and Jude, Apostles 
 Ask that hearts be opened to hear the Gospel message as Pastor Scott   
 Stein and the members of Christ the King Lutheran Mission meet their   
 neighbors in the fast-growing community of South Jordan, Utah.    
 Research indicates that almost half of the population in this area is “not   
 involved with their faith.” 
29    Thank God for the energy and enthusiasm of the Rev. Kevin Jacobson,   
 as he develops and helps to implement lay leadership training for the   
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Suriname.  Pray for Kevin as he 
 continues learning to communicate in Dutch, and for the excitement of   
 these programs as they sustain the ministry of the church in Suriname. 
30         Ask for wisdom, empathy, and guidance for Tsena Dinssa, as he   
 provides leadership to the Oromo Christian Fellowship in Texas.  This   
 new ministry, nested in St. Luke Lutheran Church, Richardson, Texas,   
 ministers to and with new immigrants from Ethiopia and Northern   
 Kenya who have experienced struggle, persecution, and much distress. 
31   Reformation Day 
 Give thanks to God for the 16th century reformers, and for their 
 emphasis on God’s Word as our guide in life; ask that the ELCA’s   
 initiative to become more connected to God’s Word will insure that we   
 will continue to be a reforming church in our day. 
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The annual Harvest of Joy/Market Day will be held on Sunday, October 5. 
Your gifts of baked goods, home canned food, and crafts will be available for 
you to buy. Income for this event will be sent to Lutheran World Hunger and 
Disaster Relief. 
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Question: I visited with some friends who happened to be caretakers of an 
elderly person. I noticed how my friends insulted the person whenever she tried 
to make a comment, were disrespectful toward her and allowed things to 
happen that I considered demeaning. She was wheelchair bound and left in a 
room alone, in the dark and away from guests. I left feeling very sorry for the 
person. I thought to myself, if they treated her that way with company around, 
then what happened when guests weren’t around. Should I be concerned about 
that person’s welfare, and what action should I take if any?  
 
Answer: I am going to answer your question in two parts. The second will 
appear in the next  Ask the Counselor column. 
PART I  - The scenario you described falls into the category of psychological 
or emotional abuse. Abuse of the elderly has increased over the years and will 
continue to rise since more individuals are living well beyond retirement age. I 
would suggest that your concern is valid. Your friends may be so close to the 
situation that they don’t realize that their actions are of an abusive nature. You 
can help raise their awareness by letting them know how you were affected by 
their actions. Elder abuse is of such a serious nature that the government has 
attempted to raise public attention by designating June 15 as Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day. Furthermore, the governor of Michigan declared June 15-21 
Elder Abuse Awareness Week. The problem of elder abuse is complicated by 
the fact that many incidents go unreported because the elderly oftentimes feel 
intimidated, ashamed and fearful that if they complain, further harm will come 
to them. Also, some of them don’t want to inconvenience anyone because they 
already think that they are a burden. 
The National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA) in Washington, DC defines elder 
abuse as “any knowing, intended, or careless act that causes harm or serious 
risk of harm to an older person – physically, mentally, emotionally, or 
financially.” This includes physical abuse, emotional or psychological abuse, 
sexual abuse, financial or material exploitation, abandonment, neglect (by a 
caregiver), and self-neglect. Some definitions of the various categories of elder 
abuse are as follows:  
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Physical Abuse – use of physical force resulting in pain, including shaking, 
slapping, kicking, pinching; inappropriate use of medication; force-feeding and 
physical restraints; refusing to go to the same emergency room for repeated 
injuries.  
Emotional/Psychological Abuse – inflicting emotional pain by verbal/nonverbal 
threats, insults, intimidation, or humiliation; treating the person like an infant; 
isolating the person from friends and family; isolating the person in the house; 
using the “silent treatment.”  
Sexual Abuse – Nonconsensual sexual contact of any kind; unexplained vaginal 
or anal bleeding; torn or bloody underwear; bruised breasts; venereal diseases 
or vaginal infections; forced nudity.  
Neglect – failure or refusal to complete part or all of one’s duties to the elder 
person, including failure to provide food, medication, comfort, personal safety, 
or a clean home environment; allowing insurance policies to lapse; failure to 
pay bills and balance checkbooks.  
Material/Financial Exploitation – misuse of the personal assets of the elderly 
for caregiver personal or monetary gain. This applies to Social Security or 
Supplemental Security income checks; forging signatures on checks; large 
withdrawals from bank accounts; misusing bank accounts, and seizing the 
personal property of the elderly.  
Abandonment – deserting the elder that is in one’s care.  
Self-Neglect – inability to understand how one will be impacted by one’s own 
action or inaction; failing to take care of one’s own needs; hoarding trash 
and/or animals; refusing medications; isolating oneself; dependence on drug or 
alcohol; poor hygiene; unsafe living environment. (See Part II in November) 
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Mary Jo Risetter has arranged for qualified nurses to administer flu shots before 
and after the church service on Sunday, November 9. Patients must be 18 years 
old or older. The cost is $21.00 and is free to Medicare patients. 
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Please join us on October 19th at 11:30 am in the Community Life Center for 
our 3rd Annual Chili Cook-Off and Pie Bake-Off.  If you are interested in 
entering a chili or pie, please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the church narthex 
or call Bonnie in the church office (422-1449).  You do not have to enter to 
enjoy this delicious luncheon.  Everyone is welcome...bring your friends, 
family and appetite! 
    
After casting your ballot for your favorite chili and pie, and enjoying a 
wonderful luncheon, plan on joining us for a fun afternoon at Barbott's Corn 
Maze.  We plan on arriving at 1:00 pm on Sunday, October 19th.  Our group 
rate is $6 per person.  Hope to see you there! 
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What is Simply Giving®? It's an easier, simpler way to fulfill your 
regular contributions to St. John's Lutheran Church through 

automated giving. 
 

An Easy, Generous Choice 
 

The Simply Giving® program is designed to help you conveniently, 
consistently and joyfully give financial gifts to our congregation's 
ministry. By participating in the program, you can use electronic 

funds transfer to give your weekly, semi-monthly or monthly 
offering. 

To learn how you can participate, visit the Thrivent Financial Web 
site at www.thrivent.com, then click on Fraternal Programs, Church 

& Community Programs, Simply Giving. 
 

You Can Make a Difference 
 

Let the Simply Giving@ program help you build better stewardship 
by turning a simple choice into an easy and generous response. 

 
For more information, contact the church office. 
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