Church Office: 1-269-422-1449
Fax: 1-269-422-6026
" WEB Site:www.stjohnsbaroda.cori e-Mail: stjiohnsbaroda@juno.com

“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is buildingthe Family of God
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellship in order to
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Faynih Christ for all
people.”

Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM

Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock
Parsonage: 422-1444
Cellular Phone: 313-1449

Sam Schultz, President429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music
Rick Widdis, Vice President: 465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee
& Community Life
Bill Gavac, Trustee:426-8320
Karen Jasper, Trustee:429-5211
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318
Pattie Neal, Trustee: 422-1827 Council Rep to HCLC
Bruce Nitz, Trustee:422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment
David Risetter, Trustee:422-2082
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680
*k%k
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary465-5428
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer. 428-9385

Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428
Accounting Administrator: Dean Driscoll 428-9385
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892
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Altar Guild: Kristi Fleisher 426-3862

Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370

Community Life: co-chairs; Dana Ford 556-1174/John Boos 465-6697
Finance Steve Nitz 927-9708

Hickory Creek Learning Center:

Kitchen & Funeral: Barb Kinnison 471-5568.

Mission & Ministry Task Force: Jill Sweebe 429-1875

Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260

Property & Grounds: Bill Zielke 326-2323

Ushers:
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Dear Parish Family,

Do we have any reasons to be thankful? | believedae
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His logedures
forever.” So writes the psalmist in Psalm 107:1 and he
continues with a specific list of acts of God fohieh he
gives thanks. David, in Psalm 103, writéBraise the
Lord, Omy soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy hameand forget not
all His benefits.. .” and he then recounts the wonders of the Lérds a
common occurrence in the psalms of David that,oaljh he may express
anguish and despair, he always ends his psalmsnotezof confidence, for he
knows his life is in God’s almighty hands.

It's Thanksgiving time. Maybe you're not feeling #wankful. Companies are
downsizing and the housing market is weak, at Wggh the high price of gas,
you are spending much more to drive your cars ariégéép your homes warm.
Maybe you've suffered the loss of someone you delar. Maybe your health
has deteriorated. Read what the prophet Habakkdktdaay about feelings
and circumstance$§Though the fig tree does not bud and there aregrapes
on the vines, though the olive crop fails and thkl$ produce no food, though
there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle irsthls, yet | will rejoice in the
Lord, | will be joyful in God my Savior"a*akkuk 3: 17181 \ye received none of
God’s good gifts on this Earth, we have reasonejoige in our Savior Who
waits for us in Heaven! He is the source of our @d the object of our

gratitude.“The Lord has done great things for us, and we filfed with joy.”
Psalm 126:3

So then, with hearts filled with thanksgiving, wenaespond in words and acts
of compassion and encouragement to those arouridemsember this: we are
blessed to be a blessing. We share our financsalurees as God gives us the
ability, finding that He blesses and multipliesrth@ust as He did the fish and
bread the boy offered for the feeding of the 5380.5"3Let us not be like the
disciples who didn't believe that Jesus had thegydw feed the large crowd of
people that had gathered. In Christ, we know tilathangs are possible. He
empowers our giving that expresses our gratitudditoe for Who He is and
what He has done for us. Just as Jesus magnikeoyis small gifts, enabling
them to nourish 5,000 plus people, so remembembtiléplies our small gifts,
brought forth willingly and joyfully.

These truly are good times for blessing otherspfang alive, for being filled
with generosity and thanks in Barodal
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| asked my family for ideas for the November letteHeather sent me the
following letter. | could not improve on it, s@m sharing it with you.
Yours in Christ,

"7 )
Dad, M

| know that you have to write a letter for the Graipe

for November, and that November is when we tallkudlgdving thanks. Here is
what Ronan has taught me to be thankful for . aylle you can get an idea
from him too.

I am thankful for more this year than ever thark®bnan. He has taught me
to be thankful for each day, because you will alsvesarn something new. He
learns to sit up, to reach for a toy, how to maémething work, or how to
smile. Everyday he gets to learn a new thing amddts to practice what he's
already learned. It reminds me to find somethieg o learn so | can keep up
with him. | am thankful for nature. There is sach beauty to see when we go
for our walks around the neighborhood or at thé&cpaho remembered that a
leaf is a magical thing to be stared at in widedew®nder, to smell, to touch,
and most importantly to eat? | remember now. ¥id remember that birds,
squirrels, and most importantly people are fastig& Ronan watches them as
if they are the coolest things in the world . ndahey really are. God made
them to do just what they do and to do it perfectlhere are no mistakes in
His planning . . . we are all doing what we ardechto do. | had forgotten that.
I am thankful for music that Ronan listens to, m®ot@ and tries to create with
his toys. It is a never ending source of joy amalight for him. It brings back
the simple pleasures of being excited by somethiloye. Most of all | am
thankful that at the end of a long day | get to eonome to my little boy.
When he sees you walk through that door his whade fights up, he smiles,
sometimes cheers, and reaches out to give you a fihg pure love that he
embodies and that he gives out is nothing shodveésome. There are no
expectations, no conditions, and no set limits just pure love. To be trusted
with that kind of love is a miracle and | am sortkial that | have the chance to
sit with my little miracle everyday. Ronan makes thankful that God has
granted me today so that my little boy can teachhow to be a grownup and
to be thankful for every little thing.

I hope that helps.
Love you,
Heather and Ronan
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Transportation is available for all of our worshipservices and
fellowships If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or atdver the
circumstance, we want you to come and share indaheand fellowship of
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is availatwean individual basis. Call
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or¢beslule a ride.

Don't let anything stop you; come, share, and gelebGod’s love.

Offerings $11,378.37 Offerings $153,825.26
Expenses $15,585.45 Expenses $154,029.87
Variance $-4207.08 Variance $-204.61

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 18, 2008

Meeting opened: 7:00 p.m. with prayer led by Pastor. Sam Schdtd the
Value Statements
Members Present Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Bill Gavac, Bonnie Hige,
Sam Schultz, Karen Jasper & Larry Klug
Members Absent Dave Risetter, Bruce Nitz, Dean Driscoll & Patgal
Advisory: Pastor Ken
Minutes:
Minutes from the August 2T' council meeting were corrected.
Motion by Karen Jasper, second by Larry Klug to appove the
corrected minutes.
Committee Reports:
Christian Education:
Minutes from the September Meeting were handed out.
HCLC Report:
Council discussed the finance status of Hickoryekreearning Center. Pastor
reported that the teachers are very excited abwaitcurrent school year.
Allergy issues were discussed, a parent with aestudvith allergies will
purchase the food for the students this year taringhat it meets the safety
requirements.
Treasurer’'s Report:
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Treasurer's Report was handed out, Dean Driscall atesent.

Pastor’'s Report: Pastor’s report was handed out and discussed.

Pastor reported that CSI will be installing higresg internet in the church
office on September 9 Pastor is still working on getting a another tguimr
the church carpet cleaning. Guy Tollas will remavéree from the church
property and re-seed the area.

New Business:

Budgets from the committee heads will be requebtad Dean Driscoll. The
next Congregational Meeting will be held on Novem®¥§ 2008.

Lord’'s Prayer
Meeting Adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling
used inkjet cartridges. If you use any of thedeihg makes of cartridges and
want to help with this project, just bring in yaused cartridges and place them
in the box in the narthex.

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD XEROX

CANON COMPAQ SHARP

DELL BROTHER APPLE
Please note:

0 The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head$thmot be damaged.

o Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It ddmage it.

0 Sort & stack similar cartridges together and tr@hthem in newspaper.
o

Epson Cartridges cannot be recycled
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Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order)
Approved Playground Equipment
Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrod®)s
College Scholarship Fund
Confirmation Camp
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9)

Memorial funds that money can be designated to:
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment)
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund
Mischke, E Memorial Fund
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground)
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture)
Shaffer, Justin Memorial
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction)
Tober, David Memorial Fund
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture)

If you are planning a meeting or event, or need toancel or change the
date of a meeting or event- please call the church offi@®22-1449with the
details,or make a note on the calendar posted on the wétleofireplace room.
This will not only help to let others know what niegs are scheduled, but will
also ensure that the most complete and currentniation is used when events
are published in the bulletin a@tapevine Thank you.
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Wilma Gray Agnes Schulz

River Ridge Manor Jordan’s Nursing Home
1333 Well Street, 32c 9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129
Niles, Ml 49120 Bridgman, M1 49106
Martha Schultz Dorothy Zielke

7854 Forest Lawn Rd 288 Peace Blvd

Three Oaks, Mi 49128 St. Joseph, MI 49085
Elsie Lemon

The Willows

3440 Niles Rd

St. Joseph, Mi 49085

Let us prayDear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose inciegsyears
have brought them isolation, distress, or weaknkssvide for them homes of
dignity and peace; give to them understanding ciaerg, and the willingness
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishiesrease their faith and their
assurance of your unending love. We pray in theenamJesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cardsotes of support, and
keep them, their families, and their caregiverg,aar prayers.

Mark your calendar for Saturda
December 8 for St. John’s Annual
Holiday Craft Fair, make out your
Christmas list, and tell you friends!

The Craft Fair will run from 8:30 AM
to 4:00 PM, with a great lunch being serve(

Table space is limited, so reserve yo
early!
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WN -

11
12
14

15

If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call éhchurch
office so that we can correct the records: 422-1449

Amanda Barker
Angie Widdis
Patricia Neal
Isabel Widdis
Kathy Nitz
Eleanor Maier
Ronald Maier
Kristin Webber
Jackie Wilhelm
Jennifer Arend
Jill Sweebe
Emily Sweet
Paige Belanger

Deborah Woodrick

17

18
21
23
27
29
30

Duane Ehlert
Jason Nitz
Cece Day
Raymond Mak
Braedyn Arend
Justin Risetter
Scott Davis
Allison Tober

St. John’s 2009
Photo Directory

Family photos will
be taken
May 6-9, 2009.
Mark Your Calendar!
| —————
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AS STEWARDS, WE EXERCISE OUR
FAITH BY ACTING IN OBEDIENCE
TO GOD’S WORD.

Jesus said, “If you love Me, you will obey
what [ command” (John 14:15).

N _

As God’'s stewards, we receive His love and are @&tlegh to share it‘For
Christ's love compels us. ” 2 comnhians 5 14gacayse He first loved us, we are
able to share that loveA new command | give you: Love one another. As |
have loved you, so you must love one another. Byathmen will know that
you are My disciples, if you love one anothef™ *¥343%we recognize that
our activities as Christian stewards are to be doffiaith and love.

If you are purchasing gift cards this holiday seaguease consider ordering
Scrip Cards. When purchasing Scrip Cards throughRl&in’s, you pay the
same amount as if you purchased them directly floenvendor. It is more
convenient, and the church makes a profit becabsevendors offer us
discounts and rebates. You may pick up a Scrigroi@m from the table in
the narthex or see Dana Ford or John Boos. Ther éodm only lists a portion
of the total vendors available. A complete venliking can be found on the
rolling message board in the narthex or can be edeby going online at
www.glscrip.com If you haven't tried Scrip before, please do this
holiday. Thank you for your support of the Scripgram!

November 28 will bring an opportunity for celebratior8t. John’s Lutheran
will gather together aZion United Church of Christ in Baroda for a shared
Thanksgiving Service to give thanks for the wondafr$&God’'s mercy, Grace
and bounty. An offering of dried goods and canneddg will be collected to
benefit the “Reading Readiness Center.” The senviitlebegin at 7:00 PM.
Join in the thanks!

Iy
o
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Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for anyoccasion will be
responsible for:

- signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the floweatal
ordering and payment of flowers from the floristyolur choice
making delivery arrangements on Saturday (cont#tar Member to
get into church)
advising the office what you would like printed inthe bulletin
seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are aalglepin appropriate
containers (stands are available for single vasmgements/bouquets)
vases and liners are available at church, if neededact any Altar
member for assistance. (Kristi Fleisher 426-3862)

1 All Saints Day
Please pray for Pastor Gary N. Stiegler and elktints at God With
Us Lutheran Church in Jackson, N.J. This youngsioigs now
beginning its second year of worship, is addif8uaday school and a
weekly Bible study.

2 25th Sunday After Pentecost
We bless you, O God, for sending your Spirit ithte hearts of the
people of Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congd &wanda. Even
as challenges continue, including discord, weyask grace to abound.

3 Pray for Pastor Aaron and Lynette Albrecht ay gerve with the
Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church. They work withministry and
outreach programs of the Hongo Lutheran Churckydcand provide
leadership in the Hongo Student Center, a minestngng university
students in the area.

4 Thank God today for the opportunity to partatgin free national
elections, and ask that, no matter the outcomenational leaders will
be given wisdom, bringing well-being and harmomyturr life together.

5 Give thanks to God for the dedication arghtive spirits of Martin and
Suzanne Shoffner, serving with the ELCA in PafestiMartin is the
coordinator for the Young Adults in Global MissionPalestine and
coordinator for group trips to the Holy Land. ASkd to bless their
work as they support the young adults and guigieovs.

6 Pray for safe journeys for nearly 100 youth andtadinistry leaders
from many synods of the ELCA, as they gather &mi“Diversity,"
claiming the church's calling to God's one missloough a power-
filled diversity, Nov. 6-9 in Fayetteville, Ark.

7 Pray for faithfulness, wisdom and insight foe thembers of the Task
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11

12

13

14

15

16

Force for the ELCA Studies on Sexuality as theghiNovember 7-8
to begin discussing revisions to the draft sogtialement on human
sexuality.

Pray for Robin Strickler, assisting the Lutherarufeh of Rwanda as
it develops its new secondary education ministryybung people and
adults, and that the growing relationship betwienELCA Sierra-
Pacific Synod and Lutheran Church of Rwanda vélptthis small
church minister to a country in the process obnediation and healing
from the 1994 genocide.

26th Sunday After Pentecost

Merciful God, we thank you for the power of théi that speaks to
the people of Sao Tomé and Principe, the RepoblZongo and
Gabon. May they find strength and wisdom in yowitness amid the
social challenges of today.

On this 525th anniversary of Martin Luther's birdanember Pastor
Stephen and Jean Godsall-Myers, co-directorseoELCA Wittenberg
Center in Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany. Phay God will guide
them as they help ELCA members explore and entisgkeutheran
tradition in order to learn from the past and wemige church’s mission
today.

Pray that the 250 outdoor ministry leaders meaetirigake Tahoe,
Nev., this week will be renewed in their commitrmncamping and
retreat ministry, and will continue to provide @g of spiritual growth
and renewal for children, youth, families and &slul

Pray for Alicia and Pastor David Brondos in MexiCity. David
teaches at the Theological Community of Mexicoeanmenical
association of theological schools that includhesltutheran seminary.
Praise God for the students and faculty who hasleamed Alicia and
David into their community.

Thank God for the new mission start among youndtadu Buffalo,
N.Y., and its mission developer Nathaniel Preising Nate is a
participant in the New Emergent Church Leadershigt Project of the
ELCA and Wartburg Seminary.

Give thanks for the continuing witness of the Rdwe and Joyce
Ellwanger, community organizers who have been imgrkfor
improved race relations for over 40 years. Todlzg receives the
Shuttlesworth Human Rights Award from the BirmiaghCivil Rights
Institute.

Pray for Kira Elliott, Megan Richards andnea Walker, who teach
English as a second language at universities imeChinder the
auspices of the Amity Foundation. Give thanksalbAmity-based
teachers who serve throughout China.

27th Sunday After Pentecost
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18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

We pray, O God, together with the people of CameroCentral
African Republic and Equatorial Guinea: grant tivatmight sleep in
peace, and that at the break of day we may fimsebees in safety.
Give thanks to God for the leadership of Davidniach and Kate
Lawler, regional representatives to Latin Amerigsithey accompany
Lutheran churches in Argentina, Uruguay, ChileuPand Bolivia.
Kate is also site supervisor of the Young Adult&iobal Mission
program in Argentina.

Please pray for the participants at thesegathering of the Region 8
“Missional Leadership for the Missional Church’ifgeheld at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, Paay that this two-
year initiative will equip pastors to lead theangregations in effective
mission.

Give thanks for the chaplaincy staff who prefdatbe "Care for
Returning Veterans" Workshops, such as the oreytatiTrinity
Seminary, Columbus, Ohio. Thank God for the peaplending the
workshops, and ask God's guidance as they waslggport returning
veterans and their families.

Universal Children's Day

Praise God for the long-awaited facility for thekiota Lutheran Center
and Chapel in Scottsbluff, Neb. The ministry thegmphasizes
worship, youth education, pastoral care, and botiastry; it serves as
a bridge between Native and non-Native people.

Remember in prayer Pastor Ron Shellhamer, ggasran instructor at
the Lutheran Center for Biblical Studies in Gbanigberia. Ask for
God'’s protection and inspiration as Ron travelsetoote villages to
lead adult discussion groups as part of his tegothuties.

Please invoke God’s blessing on Duraimony Diokaod the Tamil
Christian Mission of Houston, TexasisTgrowing ministry to and
among the Tamil people living in Houston and Migs&ity has asked
to become a congregation of the ELCA.

Christ the King

O God, we pray that your abounding grace may strgngth and hope
to the people of the nations of Burkina Faso, Chali, Mauritania,
and Niger in the midst of health, economic, pcditi and social
challenges.

Thank God for a supportive Mission Partrdationship between Zoar
Lutheran Church, Perrysburg, Ohio, and Redeemtiretan Church,
Toledo, who recently celebrated their covenarittotually build up
the Body of Christ in both neighborhoods,” subarbad urban.

International Day for the Elimination of Violem@gainst Women
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Give thanks for the ministry of Lutheran SociahBees of Wisconsin
and Upper Michigan, which provides assessmentraatiment for
victims of sexual assault and their families tlgimindividual and
group counseling, prevention education, a 24-hauisis line,
emergency response team and advocacy services.

26 Pray for ELCA seminarians on internshipsiernational settings.
Today ask God's blessing on Michael Powell, aarimtat the Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer in Jerusalem this yeachadil served in
India as a Young Adult in Global Mission befordezing Trinity
Lutheran Seminary.

27 National Day of Thanksgiving
On this national day of thanksgiving, thank Godtfee people who
support Lutheran Social Services of North DakdBsat Plains Food
Bank, serving one in 12 North Dakotans, nearly bihem children,
every day of the year.

28 Lift up Christian educators, Sunday school stafésents, pastors, and
congregational leaders as they work to educatelp@ophe Christian
faith and biblical literacy.

29 International Day of Solidarity with the Palesiin People
Give thanks today for the gifts shared in the campn relationships
among the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordahthe Holy Land
and the ELCA New England and Southeast Michigamo8y.
Remember also the ELCA missionaries walking with @mpanions,
especially Sister Sylvia Countess, assistant tirdor schools of the
ELCJIHL.

30 First Sunday of Advent
Merciful God, we ask that you embrace the peopldlzeria and Sierra
Leone in your calming arms. We pray that you siilstain peace in
these countries, and strengthen and encourageptiaple and leaders
as healing and reconciliation continues after ye&mwar and distrust.

Thank you to Bill & Elaine Gavac for their generodsnation towards the
organ fund. The donation was made to thank allhtre work and efforts of
Eleanor & Betty Maier.
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Last month | responded to the following inquiry tajking a little bit about the

rise of incidences of elder abuse and describingtvalonstitutes that abuse.
Today | address some statistics and ways in whiehcan help reduce this
growing concern.

Question | visited with some friends who happened to bhestakers of an
elderly person. | noticed how my friends insulted person whenever she tried
to make a comment, was disrespectful toward herdaded things to happen
that | considered demeaning. She was wheelchaindaund left in a room
alone, in the dark and away from guests. | leflifigevery sorry for the person.
| thought to myself, if they treated her that waifhmcompany around, then
what happened when guests weren't around. Shobkddoncerned about that
person’s welfare and what action should | takenif?a

PART II: Any elder can fall victim to abuse. Based on aawvof reports
made to Adult Protective Services (APS), it wagdained that of the reported
cases, a majority (90%) of the abusers were knowthéir victims, typically
an adult child or spouse. That bit of statistichbased omeported cases. For
every reported case, APS believes that there deasttfive unreported cases. It
is estimated that by 2010 there will be over 100,88ses of elder abuse in
Michigan. Victims of elder abuse are usually widdwevhite females, 70+
years old and living on a limited income. Some #tddal characteristics of
possible victims include senior citizens with mémtgpairment and those who
are lonely or socially isolated. It's good to knévis information so that we can
be more deliberate in looking out for the safety tbé seniors in our
community.

So what should we do with that information? | bed that it is
fantastic that family members are caring for theliderly relatives. | also
believe that care giving works best when the resibdities are shared among
several individuals. Sharing the care of a loved oan prevent burnout and
abuse and keep feelings of resentment from gettingf control. Maybe your
friends are overwhelmed with their responsibilittesthe point that they have
become careless and insensitive to the needs eldee How we treat a person
has a lot to do with our attitude towards the perssome people hold the
misconception that life is over for senior citizettseir opinion doesn’t count,
they have no meaningful contribution to make andytle incapable of
experiencing or appreciating pleasure in life. Senhave a special place in my
heart because one of them helped to take care of hey are precious jewels
in our society and | believe that we are each nesipte for helping to keep
them shining bright as they advance in years. Thseel to be a saying, it takes
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a village to raise a child. Well the same appleesdring for the elderly. It takes
a community to care for seniors.

I understand that there are no easy solutionsetelder abuse
problems in our world because we're dealing wittaemay of unknowns
(family dynamics, financial challenges, lack of pagt, human limitations). We
can each decide to do something about the proleruari sphere of influence.
The National Center on Elder Abuse (NCEA) belieivesmpowering our
elders and encourages them to: (1) stay activéraotived in life; (2) connect
with supportive family and friends; (3) insist that one, even a favorite
relative, be added to their bank account withoeirtbonsent; (4) assert their
right to be respected and to make their own datssi(b) trust their instincts;
and (6) practice self-care. Since we are our egddegeper, we can help assure
their safety by knowing what qualifies as abuseysaan identify it and report
it. We can speak up if we sense that something lighit; take an active
interest in our seniors by acknowledging their preg when we see them in
the community; hold a door for them; be patient mwtieey drive a bit slower
(this is a challenge for me); take their shoppiag after they shop; shelter
them from the rain if they have no umbrella. Lowel aespect have no age
limit.

Questions may be sent to the Samaritan Counselinge@ter, 1850 Colfax
Ave., Benton Harbor, Ml 49022, faxed to (269) 926

6780, or emailed to info@samcounseling.orgllison Ireland a counselor at
the Center, answered today’s question.

Mary Jo Risetter has arranged for qualified nutsesdminister flu shots before
and after the church service on Sunday, NovembBafents must be 18 years
old or older. The cost is $30.00 and is free to e patients.

! " "H##
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Thanks to all who helped th&loodlers” sell the home made noodles
and pickles at the Barodafest. Total incomé&®15.50was received. Thanks
to Bruce Nitz and to Thrivent for a gift fL,000.00to be used, with the noodle
income to pay on the organ debt. You helped bynggtip, taking down and
working in the booths, and to Nancy Koebel for a¢agnthe jars of pickles.
God bless all of you: Pastor Ken, Tristan Beckhitarilyn & Chuck Elston,
Dana, Gary & Eric Ford, Elaine & Bill Gavac, BarhaKinnison, Nancy
Koebel, Eleanor & Betty Maier, Ron Maier, Pattie[¥ave Neal, Joie Nitz,
Judy & Bruce Nitz, Joyce Skiver, Donna, Alexis & Anda Tober.

WOW! What a remarkable turnout of caring people vdame to the
Michigan Community Blood Center drive on Wednesdégptember 10, at St.
John's. 35 people came and donated a total ofr29 i blood! This is a record
number of donors at St. John's. Thanks to theiegesity their gifts of blood
can help 87, or more, patients in their time ofchggod bless all of you for
your stewardship: Pastor Ken Babcock, RebeckahHgimg Myron Brunke,
Richard Cronk, Kristi Fleisher, Matt Fleisher, 8coFleisher, Dana
Ford, Alyssa Fox, Connie Fox, Kimberly Fox, StewexF Jennifer Granzow,
Darcy Greiger, Scott Howell, Beth Jones, Phillimés Lunetta Kirk, Ron
Maier, Pattie Neal, Dave Neal, Bruce Nitz, CaifNitz, Judy Nitz, Joyce Oitt,
Millie Schultz, Ed Smith, Michael Semenak, Seanl&alj Guy Tollas, Debbie
Zandarski, and Bill Zielke. Thanks to Jennifer &ith Granzow of Beachside
Bakery for providing rolls for the donors to snawk Thanks to John Boos and
Dana Ford for preparing the site and cleaning astoring the site, and with
Alice Schinkel for counseling the donors during tbquired ten minute waiting
period after they donated.

GOOD FOOD, GREAT FUN, WONDERFUL PEOPLE...

WE ARE A CONGREGATION THAT IS TRULY BLESSED!

Sunday, October 19th was a day to truly give thaBksing coffee fellowship,
we shared a cake honoring Pastor Ken and Sue. dreey true blessing to our
congregation and we are so appreciative of all thay do for us! We
continued celebrating our good fortune with a cbdbk-off and pie bake-off
luncheon. Congratulations tastor Ken and Pattie Neal who tied for first
place in the chili contest and Mike Semenakwho took first place in the pie
bake-off with his Millionaire’s Pie. Thank you toeryone who entered their
chili and/or pie. They were all delicious!!! Wesal appreciate those who
contributed side items and those who helped wittupeand clean-up. Over 30
people then joined us for our annual corn mazengudt Barbott's. We enjoyed
the fabulous weather and fellowship while burnirf & few of those lunch
calories. What a wonderful day...what a blessgdjegation we are!
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Simply ’?
L ] .

giving:

What is Simply Givin§? It's an easier, simpler way to fulfill your
regular contributions to St. John's Lutheran Chahcbugh
automated giving.

An Easy, Generous Choice

The Simply Givin§ program is designed to help you conveniently,
consistently and joyfully give financial gifts taocongregation's
ministry. By participating in the program, you aase electronic

funds transfer to give your weekly, semi-monthlynwonthly
offering.

To learn how you can participate, visit the ThrivEmancial Web

site atwww.thrivent.com then click orFraternal Programs, Church
& Community Programs, Simply Giving.

You Can Make a Difference

Let the Simply Giving@ program help you build begtewardship
by turning a simple choice into an easy and gerseresponse.

For more information, contact the church office.

c Thrivent Financial for Lutherans:
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Thanksgiving and Prayer

When Paul sent a letter to the church at Philippi, he told
his friends how he felt about them. Finish this puzzle
to read what Paul wrote in Philippians 1:3.

Match words in the list below to the correct word shape. Then write the letters inside
each shape. In the circles, draw the faces of people you're thankful for in your life.

WORD LIST: remember time you I God
I my thank every

PC3 Q

oA pquuawag | awm £1943 poo) AW ue [, [IPMSUY
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