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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 

Fax: 1-269-422-6026 
¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  

 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM 

Christian Education Classes: 10:30 AM 
 

YOUR  PASTOR 
 

Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 
Parsonage: 422-1444 

Cellular Phone: 313-1449 
 

YOUR  2008 CHURCH  COUNCIL 
Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318 
Pattie Neal, Trustee:  422-1827 Council Rep to HCLC 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
David Risetter, Trustee: 422-2082 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
 

YOUR  STAFF 
  
Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892  
Hickory Creek Administrative Designee: Marcy Blesy 465-4441 



 
Celebrating God’s Love 

2 

COMMITTEE   CHAIRPERSONS 
 
Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 426-3862 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Mary Jo Risetter 422-2082/John Boos 465-6697  
Hickory Creek Learning Center: Marcy Blesy, Chairperson 465-4441 
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers: Steve Brueck 930-0877 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR’S HEART 
 
Dear Parish Family,  
Spring is close at hand, and Easter is a mere “heartfelt” 
preparation away. While we hope for the promise of spring 
flowers and the happy song of the returning birds, we walk, 
as yet, in the dim light of Lent.  
Are you prepared for the Resurrection song and the 
renewed sense of the awesome gift that God has given us 

in the fulfillment of the Promise of Easter morning? 
The freedom from sin brought to us on that first Easter morning is anything but 
free. Our freedom had a dreadful price. St. Paul makes that point in his letter to 
the Ephesians: “For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith -- 
and this is not from ourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no 
one can boast.” Sure, we proclaim it, but do we act it?  
He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are 
healed.” Especially during the Lenten season we should think about these 
words that Isaiah prophesied so many, many years before our Lord fulfilled 
them.  
Do humility, awe, and gratitude fill our hearts as we remember our “oppressed 
and afflicted Savior”? Do we say thanks for such a great gift that Christ gave 
us?  
Exactly how can we show our love for His willing sacrifice? The same way that 
He expressed His love for us, through acts of teaching, preaching, healing, 
forgiving, and restoring. We love others just as He loved us. We give freely as 
He gave freely. We teach what He taught us. We preach His word in its truth 
and purity. We serve in His name and forgive as He has forgiven us – all by His 
power and through His grace.  
Prepare your hearts; fill them with His love, and join the celebration! He is 
risen indeed. 
These truly are good times to be alive and filled with hope in Baroda!  

 

Pastor Ken 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
  
“Love Changes People” is another value statement of our congregation.  Our 
goal is to create a loving environment by extending Love, being Loved, and 
giving LOVE. 
 
All of us need to read I Corinthians 13:4-7 - often called the Love Chapter.  
Quoting from the New Testament in Modern English:  “This love of which I 
speak is slow to lose patience - it looks for a way of being constructive.  It is 
not possessive: it is neither anxious to impress nor does it cherish inflated ideas 
of its own importance.” 
 
Love has good manners and does not pursue selfish advantage. It is not Touchy.  
It does not keep account of evil or gloat over the wickedness of other people.  
On the contrary, it is glad with all good men when truth prevails. 
 
Love know no limit to its endurance, no end to its truth, no fading of its hope; it 
can outlast anything.  It is, in fact, the one thing that still stands when all else 
has fallen.” 
 
We must be willing to give witness to the Love that is changing us.  We must 
recognize and believe the promise of the Love that can and does change others. 
We must be willing to take a risk to help and love others. 
 
So, love one another! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 

Council President 
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THE MEMORIAL  FUND 
       
Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 

 
NEED  A  RIDE? 

 
Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 

fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love. 
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HAVE YOU MOVED? DO YOU HAVE AN ‘ALTERNATE’ ADDRESS? 
 
If you have moved, please send us your new address.  Additionally, if you 

have an ‘alternate” address that you use at different times of the year, please let 
us know so that we can also put the information into our computer.  You can do 
this by calling 422-1449, dropping a note in the mail, or just leaving the 
information in the church office.  Thank you for helping to keep our records up 
to date. 

 
FURNITURE LOAN REQUESTS 

 
If you need to borrow church furniture and/or equipment, you must 

complete a Furniture Loan Request form.  You can either call the church 
office: 422-1449 and we will mail the form to you, or you can stop by and 
complete one, and arrangements will be made for you to pick up the items you 
need.  Following this procedure allows us to know which items are out and 
what are still available for others. 

 
 MEETINGS AND EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
If you are planning a meeting or event, or need to cancel or change the 

date of a meeting or event – please call the church office 422-1449 with the 
details, or make a note on the calendar posted on the wall of the fireplace room.  
This will not only help to let others know what meetings are scheduled, but will 
also ensure that the most complete and current information is used when events 
are published in the bulletin and Grapevine.  Thank you.  

 
 WHAT IN THE WORLD ARE WE DOING? 

 
St. John’s Mission Endowment Fund was established for the purpose of 

supporting outreach mission activities that touch the lives of the wider 
community. The 2007-8 profits generated by the wise investments, as directed 
by the fund committee, is used to support, in part, the following organizations: 
The Samaritan Counseling Center for family counseling, Hospice for their 
work with the dying and their surviving families, Lakeshore Ecumenical 
Council for their work with the underprivileged and needy, the Living Waters 
Ministries for ELCA Confirmation camping, and the Catholic Community 
Center in Benton Harbor for their successful Food distribution program. This 
year each of the organizations received $1000.00! 

Kenneth Nitz, Chairperson     
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OUR  SHUT-IN’S 
 
Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
11938 Coveney Road 
Buchanan, MI 49107 

 Paul & Dorothy Zielke 
1397 Lemon Creek Road 
Box 103 
Baroda, MI  49101 

Elsie Lemon 
221 E. Snow Road 
Baroda, Mi 49101 

  

   
 
Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years have 

brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 
keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 

 
* * * * * 
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BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED IN MARCH 
 

1 Katie Jasper 15 Eric Ford 
3 Luke Blesy 16 Darlene Crawford 
4 Barb Kinnison 18 Jason Arend 
 Keith McClintock  Wesley Barker 

6 Keith Granzow  Karen Soper 
8 Gary Ford 21 Barbara Gilbert 
 Daniel Hanson 23 Neal Nitz 
 Lisa Hanson 26 Millie Schultz 
 Lillian Tollas 30 Kristen Anderson 

10 Craig Nitz  Andrew Spitzke 
 Cheryl Tollas  Shelby Stieb 

11 Carmen Hora   
 

If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church 
office, so that we can correct the records: 422-1449 

 

OFFICIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday January 17, 2008 
 
Meeting opened:  7:05 p.m. with devotion and prayer by Pastor Ken.  Sam 
Schultz read the Value Statements 
 
Members Present: 

Sam Schultz, Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Dave Risetter,  
Bonnie Hodge, Dean Driscoll, Karen Jasper, Pattie Neal 

Members Absent: 
Bruce Nitz, Larry Klug, Bill Gavac 

Advisory Present: Pastor Ken 
Election of Officers for the 2007 year was held.   
 There were no nominations from the floor, Dean Driscoll will remain 
as council Treasurer, and Bonnie Hodge will continue as council secretary.  All 
were in favor 
 Motion by Karen Jasper, second by Patti Neal that Sam Schultz 
 will remain President and Rick Widdis will remain Vice President. 
Minutes: 

Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Zielke to accept the 
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December 20, 2007 minutes as printed. 
Committee Reports: 
Community Life:  
 The next blood drive will be held on Monday, March 10th. 
Youth Group:  Pattie Neal handed out a report and it was discussed.  There 
will be a Youth Service on February 10th.  Rick Widdis thanked Pattie for all 
her hard work. 
Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the cash-on-hand, income and expense 
reports and balance sheets, were reviewed and accepted.    
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor’s report was handed out and discussed.  The 2008 
Lent Services were discussed.  There will be a Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper at 
Stevensville United Methodist Church with the proceeds going to the 
Ecumenical Fund.  Ash Wednesday Service hosting church to be determined.  
Lent Services will be held at St. John’s Church every other week, rotating with 
Zion.  The host church during Lent will also provide the dinners.  February 17th 
Pastor Ken and Pastor Barry from Stevensville United Methodist Church will 
be preaching at each other church. 
 Motion by Karen Jasper, second by Dave Risetter to hold a pulpit 
 swap with Stevensville United Methodist Church 
 Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Jasper to purchase a 
 stewardship brochure to insert in the grapevines. 
New Business: 

Pastor’s upcoming review was discussed, Sam will put a team together. 
  
Lord’s Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 8:30 p.m. 

 
COUNCIL MEETING NOTES (UNEDITED MINUTES) 

 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Notes 
Thursday February 21, 2008 
 
Meeting opened:  7:05 p.m. with devotion and prayer by Pastor Ken.  Sam 
Schultz read the Value Statements 
 
Members Present: 

Sam Schultz, Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Bruce Nitz, Bonnie Hodge, 
Dean Driscoll, Karen Jasper, Pattie Neal 

Members Absent: 
Larry Klug, Bill Gavac, Dave Risetter 

Advisory Present: Pastor Ken 
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Minutes: 
Motion by Pattie Neal, second by Karen Jasper to accept the 
January 17, 2007 minutes noting one correction under members 
absent. 

Committee Reports: 
Community Life:  
 Rick Widdis read the minutes from their February 14th Meeting. 
 Motion by Pattie Neal, second by Bruce Nitz to hold the Easter Egg 
 Hunt on March 22nd. 
 Motion by Karen Jasper, second by Pattie Neal to hold and Easter 
 Breakfast, details still to be worked out. 
 Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Jasper to allow the 
 Community Life Committee to provide the needy families with 
 Easter meals.  Pattie Neal was opposed, Motion Carried. 
Youth Group:  The Valentine Dinner was a huge success.  The Youth had a 
great time at their Lock-In.  The youth volunteered to help with the Easter 
Breakfast. 
Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the cash-on-hand, income and expense 
reports and balance sheets, were reviewed and accepted.    
Pastor’s Report: Pastor’s report was handed out and discussed.  Pastor 
informed council about an event on the 4th Sunday of each month called Music 
in the Park, he would like St. John’s to sponsor the event on August 24th. 

Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Jasper to allow the 
Samaritan Center to host a 7 week Seminar on Teen/Parenting at 
St. John’s. 
Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Jasper to provide Non-
Profit  groups with a 1 x 2 ad space in the Bulletins and 
Grapevines.  Bruce Abstained from voting due to a conflict of 
interest.  Motion Carried. 

New Business: 
Bruce explained some Thrivent programs called Giving Plus, Simply 
Giving and the Tuition Collection Program. 
Sam Schultz conducted phone polls of council to approve the Ps 33:3 
Band for BarodaFest and another to approve the increase of Pastor’s 
salary for 2008. 

 
The next council meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 19th. 
Lord’s Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 8:00 p.m. 
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EMPTIES 4 CASH INKJET RECYCLING FUND-RAISER 
 
With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
* The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
* Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
* Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
 

THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During this penitential season of Lent, we kneel at the cross, pondering the 
perfection of our Savior and the sin of our souls which led Him to that place. 
We ask for forgiveness, and we ask that we might be strengthened through His 
Word and Sacrament to rise as new creatures, eager to do His will, eager to 
thank Him with grateful hearts, and eager to speak the message of His love and 
sacrifice for all. 
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PROCEDURES FOR ORDERING ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed (contact Altar 

Member for assistance.      
                                                  

PRAYER VENTURES – MARCH 2008 
 
1   Listen for God’s voice today as you pray that you will be part of this 

church’s work to reject and end the stigma of HIV and AIDS. 
2   Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Holy Lord, we give you thanks for the witness of Christians, known 
and unknown, in Austria, Liechtenstein and Switzerland. 

3   Pray for first-call pastoral candidates recently assigned to synods and 
now awaiting calls, and for the communities preparing to welcome their 
gifts, service and leadership. 

4   Praise God for Matthew Gardner, Sarah Loan and Pamela Sersen, who 
touch the lives of high-school students in Tokyo and Kumamoto, Japan, 
as part of the three-year language program of the Japan Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  Pray for all teachers and students who participate in 
this education program and ministry. 

5   Pray for the blessings of the Holy Spirit on mission developer Pamela 
Hansen and the members of All Saints Lutheran Church in Hartland, 
Mich., as they reach out and minister to people in the area who have 
never been involved in a church community. 

6   Offer thanks for individuals and congregations that accompany new 
and renewing congregations  as Mission Partners, providing “prayer, 
presence, and presents,” and as coaches, offering encouragement and 
listening ears.  

7  Give thanks for the Rev. Raymond LeBlanc and the members of First 
Lutheran Church of Carson, Calif., who are sharing the love of God in 
word and deed through special ministries for people of all ages. 
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8  On this United Nations Day for Women’s Rights, we rejoice in the 
ministry of Edna Johnson, a nurse in Liberia who works with Curran 
Health Program medical staff to provide primary health care to rural 
villages.  Pray that the program, which recently expanded service to 30 
more remote villages, will enhance the lives of residents. 

9    Fifth Sunday in Lent 
We lift up to you, merciful God, the members of the emerging 
Christian communities in Myanmar and Thailand, that with your help 
they may expand their ministries. 

10   Offer prayers of thanksgiving for the members of Faith, Bellaire, 
Texas, who traveled to New Orleans and southern Louisiana on a 
prayer pilgrimage, praying for a positive future for the many families 
and communities affected by hurricane Katrina.  Since their return 
home they have committed themselves to continued prayer and support. 

11  Give thanks for the continued work of Marissa and the Rev. Viking 
Dietrich in Senegal -- for Marissa’s witness as a teacher and for 
Viking’s work as general secretary for the Joint Christian Ministry of 
West Africa, a network of churches and mission organizations working 
among the nomadic Fulbe people. 

12  Pray for pastors and other congregational staff and volunteers who are 
trying to create and maintain safe places for nurturing spiritual 
development among young children, who are so trusting and 
vulnerable. 

13   Ask God to continue to bless Sudanese Lutheran Church, Wyoming, 
Mich., ministering to the Sudanese community in the Greater Grand 
Rapids area.  This two-year-old ministry, served by mission developer 
Matthew Riak. 

14  Remember in prayer Amanda King and Dale Linder, English teachers 
at the Collège Protestante, a high school of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Cameroon.  They conclude their service at the end of the 
2007-2008 school year.  Pray for the other teachers and students, who 
continue in this education ministry. 

15    Pray for the silence to be broken in your own community over domestic 
violence, that those who are abused will be free from the harm they 
endure and that those who physically and mentally harm others will 
stop. 

16   Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
We give you thanks, O God, for the re-emerging churches in 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, which are being strengthened by the 
ELCA and other churches within the Lutheran communion. 
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17   Pray for Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke, who serve at Kyushu Lutheran  
College, a college of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Kumamoto, Japan.  Patrick teaches English and Jacqueline directs a 
college choir.  

18   Give thanks for those who volunteer their time and gifts to teach in 
church-related schools in Slovakia.  Today we remember Alicia Cooke, 
Alison Davis, Larry Paxton and Sonja Paulson, who all teach at the 
Evanjelicke Lyceum in Bratislava. 

19    Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
Pray for the 15 young ELCA members, including Kelly Moeller, 
Anthony Olson, Maren Magsam and Lindsey Swanson, who are 
serving in the United Kingdom this year through the ELCA Young 
Adults in Global Mission program.  

20   Maundy Thursday 
Give thanks for all students who participate in alternative spring break 
offerings such as “What A Relief” hurricane rebuilding, that they may 
serve others with their actions and words and in doing so grow in their 
understanding of the true meaning of servant learning.   

21   Good Friday 
Pray for the staff and volunteers of Lutheran Social Services of the 
Southwest in Tucson, Ariz., who operate a free, confidential and 
anonymous telephone hotline service providing support to people who 
seek comfort or need courage to change, or who want someone to listen 
and lessen the pain of isolation. 

22   On this World Day for Water, thank God for the faithful work of 
Dennis Murnyak in Tanzania.  Dennis is completing 20 years of service 
training development workers in fish farming and sustainable 
agriculture with Heifer International.  Pray for Dennis and his new 
wife, Kari, as they return to the United States in mid-summer 2008 to 
begin a new life. 

23   Resurrection of Our Lord 
Gracious God, we pray for the future of China, Hong Kong and Macao, 
as these countries seek to form peaceful long-term relationships.  We 
give you thanks for the witness of the churches as they continue to 
grow and spread the Good News of your love and compassion.  

24   Ask God to accompany people who are HIV positive, from teenagers in 
your community to your neighbors in the Kenya Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, that they will have full lives of health and service to others. 

25    Annunciation of Our Lord 
Ask God’s guidance and blessing on the gathering of synod bishops 
and Evangelical Outreach and Congregational Mission staff who meet 
March 25-27 in Chicago to consider applications for the start of new 
congregations in locations across the United States.  Thank God for 
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new ministry opportunities and the people of the ELCA who share 
financial resources to make new starts possible. 

26   Give thanks for the volunteers who assemble Easter baskets for 700-
800 children served by Lutheran Social Services of Alaska, which gives 
them an opportunity to share the Gospel message in a very special way. 

27    Give thanks for the long and faithful service of Pastor Cliff and 
Mitesaida Lewis, who serve at St. Andrew’s United Church in Cairo, 
Egypt, a congregation that also ministers to hundreds of refugees from 
other countries in Africa.  

28   Thank God for Claudia Bergmann and Scott Moore, who serve the 
congregation of St. Andreas-Nicolai-Petri, in Lutherstadt Eisleben, 
Germany.  Their congregation worships where Martin Luther was 
baptized and where he preached his last sermons. May Claudia and 
Scott’s ministry help strengthen the church as it seeks to engage 
Germany’s secular culture.   

29    Please pray for the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod as it explores 
opportunities for multicultural ministry.  

30   Second Sunday of Easter 
Loving God, we pray for the people of Brunei, Malaysia and 
Singapore, that they may be strengthened to meet the many challenges 
of a pluralistic world.  We praise you for the companion relationships 
among the ELCA Southeastern Synod, the Lutheran Church in 
Singapore and the Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore. 

31   Pray for ELCA camp leaders as they recruit and interview for summer 
camp staff, that their efforts will raise up new leaders in the church. 
Pray also for college students and other young adults across the church 
who are discerning their calls to serve as camp counselors or staff 
members in ELCA camps this summer.  

 
COMMUNITY LIFE NEWS 

 
THE NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS SCHEDULED FOR Monday, March  10th 
from 3-7 pm. 
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OUR COUNCIL MEMBER OF THE MONTH 
 
Hello, my name is David Risetter, your newly elected church council member.  
My family includes my wife Mary Jo and 3 children; Justin (17), Lauren (15) 
and Aubrey (13).   
 
I am not originally from Michigan; my hometown is Oak Brook, IL, a small 
suburb of Chicago.  I attended college at Valparaiso University were I met my 
wife Mary Jo and received a BS in Business Administration.  Several years 
after graduation I went back to school and received an MBA from Keller 
Graduate School in Chicago, IL.  
 
Currently, I am employed by a company called Sumitomo Chemical as their 
Petrochemicals Division General Manager.  Joining Sumitomo Chemical was a 
unique situation as the company was looking to establish a new business unit.  
This allowed me to establish a home office and still maintain a part time office 
in NYC and Novi, MI (Detroit).   
        David Risetter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 5, March 20-Maundy Thursday Service at 7 PM and Supper from 
5:30 PM- 6:45 PM at Zion. 
 
March 12, March 21-Good Friday - Service at 7 PM and Supper from 5:30 
PM- 6:45 PM at St. John’s. 

PRESCHOOL INCENTIVE 
 
Attention Parents of Hickory Creek Learning Center Students: 
St. John’s Church Council continues to offer a $10 a month savings in tuition 
each month for active members of the church beginning in the 2008/09 school 
year at Hickory Creek Learning Center.  Please call Marcy Blesy at 465-
4441 if you have any questions.  This offer is a generous incentive to St. John’s 
members to continue to benefit from the positive education at Hickory Creek 
Learning Center!  Thank you Council. 
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THANKS 

This is a very special thanks to everyone that provided my children and me with 
a wonderful Christmas.  Thank you so much for everything you did to make 
this Christmas one my children will never forget.  And most of all thank you of 
letting me be the hero.  I have never been treated so nice by people I don’t even 
know.  My children had a wonderful Christmas and I didn’t have to go in debt 
or get behind in bills to give it to them.  God bless you for your generous 
hearts.  It was a blessing to see smiles on my kids faces Christmas morning and 
for that I will forever be grateful to all of you for your kindness. 

God Bless you - Christmas Family # 1 

Best Christmas Ever 

When I was told that I had to write or be willing to write a letter about our 
Christmas I thought it was going to be easy and I was ready to write.  I was 
later told to wait until after Christmas and everything settles down and I said 
okay, not knowing my heart would have no words of comparison.  This was the 
best Christmas ever because we did not have to worry about how we were 
going to pay the bills after buying gifts.  The fact that God placed our names on 
someone’s heart to help us means more than any gift.  I never like to take 
handouts because there is always someone else that needs help more than I do.  
But we were having such a hard time trying to keep up with bills and court fees 
that we were not going to have a gift giving on Christmas.  Words cannot give 
justice to how our children felt on Christmas Day.  I don’t know if it was the 
smile on their face, the sparkle in their eyes, or the joy in their hearts I just 
know they were truly happy and for that we thank you.   

Love is strong.  Love is humble.  Love is caring.  Love gives you the strength 
to go on. 

I thank you once, I thank you twice, I thank you for allowing Christ in your 
lives. 

Thank you - Christmas Family # 2 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

Many of the events held throughout the year are organized by the Community 
Life Committee at St. John’s.  Although they feel it very important to recognize 
all church members who assist them, they don’t like to “toot our own horn” and 
receive their own share of credit.  This group meets once a month, but they are 
always busy communicating outside of the meetings.  They shop for supplies, 
set-up and decorate for events, prepare food, serve and clean-up.  It is a lot of 
work, but it is even more fun.  This is an amazing group of people, and they 
deserve a special recognition. 

Our many thanks to St. John’s Community Life Committee: 

Pastor Ken and Sue Babcock, John Boos, Dana Ford, Pattie Neal, Chet 
Nitz, Mary Jo Risetter, Debbie Sieler, Jill Sweebe, and Rick Widdis 
 

VALENTINE CANDLELIGHT DINNER 

The Valentine’s Prime Rib dinner held on Saturday, February 16th was a 
wonderful success!  Approximately 50 people dined and danced the night 
away.  It was a marvelous night of delicious food and warm fellowship.  It 
could not have been possible though without the work of many devoted 
volunteers.  A HUGE thanks to Bruce Nitz for his skill in preparing the meal.  
We are also grateful to Tina Widdis, Emily Sweet and her friend for their 
babysitting service.  The beautiful centerpieces were generously loaned to us by 
Angela Widdis.  Thank you to Dave Neal, Richard Cronk and Donna Tober 
for their tremendous assistance with meal prep and clean up.  Thanks to Karen 
Jasper for ordering the food.  We appreciate all the work put in by the 
Community Life Committee.  Thanks to everyone who donated a delicious 
dessert and/or loaned us the use of their card table.  A very special recognition 
goes to Pattie Neal, our Youth Director, and our youth… Brian and Eric 
Ford, Annie Quinlan, Justin, Lauren, and Aubrey Risetter, Amanda and 
Lexy Tober, and Joey and Kyle Zielke. They were phenomenal!!   And 
finally, thank you to the congregation for your continued support of St. John’s 
Youth.  Together, we are making special things happen!!   

 

 

 



 
Celebrating God’s Love 
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WE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS  
FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND ITS MINISTRIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������  BAKERY 
4209 Lake Street, Bridgman, MI 49106 

1.269.466.2253 
 

THE GRANZOW FAMILY’S BEACHSIDE BAKERY IS GRACIOUSLY PROVIDING 
THE BREAD USED FOR THE COMMUNION SERVICES. 

 
VISIT THEIR BAKERY AND CHECK OUT THEIR SPECIALTY BREADS, 

PASTRIES, DONUTS, COOKIES, AND GOURMET COFFEES. 
 

 
Your Bulletin is a COUPON ! Bring your bulletin and receive a free small 

gourmet coffee with ANY purchase!   
 

 
 


