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Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 
Fax: 1-269-422-6026 

¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  
 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 
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Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM 
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Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 

Parsonage: 422-1444 
Cellular Phone: 313-1449 
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Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318 
Pattie Neal, Trustee:  422-1827 Council Rep to HCLC 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
David Risetter, Trustee: 422-2082 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
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Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892  
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Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 426-3862 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Mary Jo Risetter 422-2082/John Boos 465-6697  
Hickory Creek Learning Center: Marcy Blesy, Chairperson 465-4441 
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers: Steve Brueck 930-0877 
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Dear Parish Family,  
 
It’s exciting to think about taking long walks, going on 
vacations, playing tennis and golf, and going to the beach. 
Just to be able to sit in the hot sun with some ice tea is 
great. Our summer days provide a much needed break 

from our normal hectic pace. 
As we make plans for our summer and anticipate some good times, I am 
reminded of the verse in Jeremiah 29: 11 which reads: “‘For I know the plans 
I have for you, , declares the Lord, 'plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’” 
The anticipation we experience regarding our lives on earth cannot compare to 
the eager anticipation we feel regarding our relationship with God and His 
plans for us, because we know His plans for us are all good. He's told us so! 
He promises to be found when we seek Him,Matthew 7:8 and He promises never 
to leave us or forsake us.Hebrews 13:5 No matter what this life holds for us, we are 
assured that God's good plans for us are for our ultimate good and will 
culminate in our eternity with Him. 
While you are enjoying your summer, continue to seek the Lord with all your 
heart by being in worship regularly, reading your Bible, spending time in 
prayer, and worshiping through your regular offerings. Our seasonal activities 
and schedules may change, but God's love for us is constant. In response to 
His constant love, grace, and mercy, we should be compelled to put Him first 
in our plans this summer, as well as in the fall, spring, and winter. 
May God's blessings be with you as you continue your faithful stewardship of 
all the blessings that He has entrusted to you. 
These truly are good times for letting go, for being alive, and being filled with 
hope in Baroda!  

 
 

Pastor Ken 
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God has a plan for each of us. 
 
God has a plan for each of us. 
 
And I have a feeling that there is such a wonderful plan!  You, you! 
 
I pray that the paths you walk and the roads you travel will take you to amazing 
places.  Places where you see the possibilities, where you discover what it’s 
like when dreams come true, and where you come to understand the promise 
and the potential of all the wonderful qualities inside you. 
 
I pray that God’s plan for you will gradually unfold before your eyes, and 
heart--like guiding lights continually showing the way--you will find glimmers 
of hope and happiness shining every single day. 
 
I pray that the people in your life appreciate what it’s like to be in the presence 
of someone as special as you are.  You have the kind of gifts that are given to 
so few. 
 
God has a plan for each of us--and I think there is an especially wonderful one--
-for you. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
 
 

 
Council President 
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Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 
fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love. 
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 Offerings $9,230.30  Offerings $68,898.37 
 Expenses $8,902.88  Expenses $67,162.99 
 Variance $327.42 Variance $1,735.38 
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Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
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If you are planning a meeting or event, or need to cancel or change the 

date of a meeting or event – please call the church office 422-1449 with the 
details, or make a note on the calendar posted on the wall of the fireplace room.  
This will not only help to let others know what meetings are scheduled, but will 
also ensure that the most complete and current information is used when events 
are published in the bulletin and Grapevine.  Thank you.  
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Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
11938 Coveney Road 
Buchanan, MI 49107 

 Paul & Dorothy Zielke 
1397 Lemon Creek Road 
Box 103 
Baroda, MI  49101 

Elsie Lemon 
221 E. Snow Road 
Baroda, Mi 49101 

  

   
 
Let us pray: Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years 

have brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 

keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 
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1 Dana Ellis 13 Mick Klug 
3 Gordon Burch 15 Eli Brueck 
 Nick Sweet  Fran Konya 

4 Wilma Gray  Lori Nitz 
 Karen Zielke 16 Nancy Koebel 

7 Agnes Schulz  Dana Ford 
 Daniel Hanson 21 Kayla Fleisher 

8 Tom Kettle 22 Beverly Mak 
 Doug Zandarski 23 Michael Kolberg 

9 Amanda Nitz 29 Marjorie Nitz 
10 Don Blaha 30 Troy Schultz 

 Alex Nitz 31 Bill Fleisher 
    

 
If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church 

office so that we can correct the records: 422-1449 
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A marriage retreat led by Pastor Ken will be held from August 22-24 at 

Stony Lake Camp.   In a world where a successful marriage is becoming more 
and more of a rarity, take advantage of some time to get away with your special 
someone to beautiful Stony Lake.  Enjoy the time to swim, sail, and canoe 
while renewing and strengthening your relationship with your spouse.  The cost 
will be $85.00 per person for materials, meals, and accommodations.  
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With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
o The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
o Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
o Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
o Epson Cartridges cannot be recycled 
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God wants us to excel in all areas of our lives: “in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in our love for others.” 2 Corinthians 8:7 He 
also wants us to “excel in this grace of giving.” Understanding who God is and 
what He has done and continues to do for us prompts us to give generously and 
cheerfully of our money. By grace, we can excel in the grace of giving. 
Because of the grace that God has given us, we can give our first and best to 
God through St. John’s. 
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Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed, contact any Altar 

member for assistance. (Kristi Fleisher  426-3862)      
�

���� ����!�
 
I just want to thank the church for mailing the “Grapevine” every month. I am 
recovering from a complete left knee replacement surgery, and will be so 
thankful when it is healed completely. 
 
Yours truly,  
Alma A. Mischke 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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Thank you all for your on-going prayers for my brother, Thomas Higgins, and 
my son, Stephen Silky. They are both continuing to maintain their positive 
outlook on life and are thankful for your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Bless you, 
Sue Babcock 
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“I love you all!” Aunt Martha Schultz 
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1  Give thanks for everyone concluding service through the ELCA global 
 mission program for young people ages 19-30. Today we lift up those 
 who have served in Mexico, especially Jacob Anderson, Katherine 
 Gavle, Jennifer Main, Winston Persaud and Sarah Rohde. 
2 Give thanks for times of rest, renewal, and relaxation and ask God to 
 be with people finding these things as they study Scripture this summer 
 through the Book of Faith Initiative. 
3  Thomas, Apostle 
 Please pray for God’s Holy Spirit to guide and nurture the Rev. Eric 
 Wangen-Hoch, pastor of Living Stones Prison Congregation, Shelton, 
 Wash., who leads this congregation inside the walls of the Washington 
 Corrections Center for Men. 
4  Pray for Mary Beth and Bayo Oyebade, for their service with the HIV / 
 AIDS ministry, the Mashiah Foundation and other ministries of the 
 Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria. 
5  Pray for the new Companionship Program for the Elderly of Lutheran 
 Social Services of Puerto Rico. Lift up those providing spiritual support 
 and practical assistance to seniors in San Juan, that the seniors will 
 remain active and healthy. 
6 8th Sunday After Pentecost 
 Gracious God, bring healing to the people of Colombia, Ecuador and 
 Venezuela, who are suffering from economic and political wounds. 
 Grant them the peace and protection of your warm embrace. 
7 Ask God to guide the thousands of people attending Women of the 
 ELCA’s Triennial Convention and Gathering July 8-13, that they will 
 have safe travels and experience warm community and inspiration 
 while in Salt Lake City. 
8  Pray for the ministry of Ann Bjerke, a translator serving with the 
 Lutheran Church of Faith and Hope in Nicaragua. Thank God for the 
 relationship developing between the South Dakota Synod and the 
 Lutheran Church of Faith and Hope. 
9 Lift up in prayer the families and friends of those affected by human-
 caused disasters, especially the college campuses where shootings have 
 made headlines in the last year. Pray for the work of Lutheran Disaster 
 Response and the professional and volunteer workers that are active in 
 both natural and human caused disasters. 
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10 Remember in prayer seminary interns Quinn Gorges and Kristin 
 Engstrom as they conclude their year in Mexico and Norway, 
 respectively, and return to Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
 Berkeley, Calif., and the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. 
 Praise God for the opportunity they have had to learn and serve in 
 international congregations. 
11  Pray for San Martin de Porres Lutheran Church in Allentown, Pa., and 
 the Rev. Adeliz Mendez as they continue to develop lay leadership and 
 reach out to the growing Latino population in the Lehigh Valley. 
12 Pray for the ministry of the Rev. Charles Fredrickson and Elizabeth 
 Borstad, who serve the Englishspeaking Meita ministry of the Japan 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Nagoya, Japan, and for Meita’s 
 congregational and outreach programs. Ask God to bless their home 
 assignment this summer as they share stories of the ministry of the 
 church in Japan with congregations in the United States. 
13 9th Sunday After Pentecost 
 God of peace, we thank you for the people Costa Rica, EI Salvador and 
 Nicaragua, and for the mutuality and solidarity that comes from their 
 Lutheran churches’ companion synod relationships with eight ELCA 
 synods. Watch over them with your love and grant them the strength to 
 rise with the sun to meet each day. 
14  Please ask for God’s blessing on congregations who have intentionally 
 committed themselves to transformational ministry in the Northeastern 
 Ohio Synod: Trinity, Lakewood; Trinity, Canton; New Horizons, 
 Homerville; Rejoice, Hudson; Euclid, Euclid; and Martin Luther-Saint 
 Paul Evangelical, Cleveland. 
15 Thank God for the Rev. Ingebjorg Laugeland, who serves as children 
 and youth pastor at Hjelmeland Lutheran Parish in Norway. 
16 Continue to pray for the people of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast. 
 Pray also for people who are planning and preparing to attend the 
 ELCA youth gathering next July in New Orleans. Mayall encounter 
 Jesus in the life giving acts of service, worship and community. 
17 Give thanks for the missionaries, musicians and visitors who celebrate 
 being “God’s hands” in the world through the Global Mission Event, 
 July 17-20 in LaCrosse, Wis. 
18 Pray for the Rev. Tim and Mari McKenzie, who serve with the Japan 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church. Tim teaches church history at the Japan 
 Lutheran College and Seminary, and Mari assists with orientation for 
 new ELCA personnel teaching English at Lutheran schools in Japan. 
 Give thanks for their dedication and witness. 
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19  Wesley Kikasung, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua 
 New Guinea, died suddenly in May. Please pray for his family  and 
 the church in PNG in their grief and in their search for a new leader, 
 that God will raise up a faithful person with the ability to lead and 
 guide this partner church. 
20  lOth Sunday After Pentecost 
 God of justice, bring to the people of Belize, Guatemala, Honduras and 
 Mexico, especially those living in poverty, the hope and truth that you 
 give to all your children through your Spirit. 
21 Lift up all who are involved in intergenerational partnerships of all 
 kinds, and are especially mindful of the gifts that young adults provide 
 the world and the church. Praise God for people of all ages who live out 
 their callings each day as they connect with each other in life, service 
 and mission. 
22  Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
 Thank God for the service and witness of Pastor Mary Lou 
 Baumgartner and the people of Salem Lutheran Church in Toledo, 
 Ohio. Salem is a beacon of God’s love and presence in its community, 
 the heart of Toledo’s poorest neighborhood, because of its hunger 
 ministries, Bible studies, women’s outreach and vibrant youth ministry. 
23 Remember in prayer Carsten Burnside, Eric Gunderson, Liesebet 
 Gravley, Karen Gutzman, Linda and Michael Rogers, completing the 
 school year of teaching English as a second language in Tisovec and 
 Liptovsky Mikulas, Slovakia. 
24 Thank God for those willing to put aside differences and focus on 
 witnessing for Jesus Christ. The Lutheran and Episcopal ministries in 
 Big Sky, Mont., part of an interdenominational chapel, are teaming up 
 as All Saints in Big Sky to better serve their community. 
25  Praise God for the energy and enthusiasm of Dan Bierne, serving as 
 program assistant for the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod in El Salvador. 
 Ask God to continue to bless Dan through the friendships with those 
 around him, and in his ministry translating for groups of visitors. 
26 Give thanks for the ministry of Lutheran agencies across the United 
 States and Caribbean that serve adults and children with developmental 
 disabilities. Pray that group home caregivers are strengthened in their 
 commitment to the daily challenges of their work. 
27 11th Sunday After Pentecost 
 Loving God, we give thanks for the diversity among the Caribbean 
 nations, including Guyana and Suriname. We pray for the poor and 
 disadvantaged, that they may have hope; for justice and the observance 
 of human rights. Please continue to bless the companion synod 
 relationships among the ELCA Florida-Bahamas Synod ministries and 
 churches in Jamaica, Haiti, Suriname, Guyana, and Cuba. 



 
Celebrating God’s Love 

13 

28  Thank God for all those who accept the call to full-time ministry within 
 the church. Especially pray for Houa Moua, lay developer of Agape 
 Asian Ministry (Hmong) in La Crosse, Wis., who is now preparing for 
 ordination in the ELCA, and for Chaplain John L. Kallerson, active 
 duty Army chaplain, as he deploys to the war zone this summer. 
29  James, Apostle. 
 Give thanks for the 145 ELCA outdoor ministry programs in the United 
 States and Puerto Rico. Ask God to continue to strengthen and bless the 
 people of all ages who find adventure, rest, solace, fun and the Holy 
 Spirit at these camps and retreat centers during the summer months. 
30 Give thanks for the dedicated ministry of Jim and Karen Noss, mission 
 administrator and logistics coordinator in Cameroon. Ask God to bless 
 them as they retire after 23 years of faithful service with the 
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cameroon. 
31  As Lutheran Men in Mission gather in Omaha, Neb., August 1-3, to 
 celebrate 20 years of ministry together, ask God to guide their 
 deliberations and to help their theme, “your old men will dream 
 dreams, your young men will see visions,” become a reality. 
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This year’s rummage sale is believed to have been our best one yet!  We raised 
$ 1,473 and will be receiving partial matching funds from Thrivent Financial 
thanks to the assistance of Tina Widdis. Thank you to everyone who donated 
items, purchased merchandise and lunch, and helped to set up and clean up. The 
rummage sale proceeds will go to reduce the organ debt.  A very special thank 
you to the following devoted volunteers who put in long hours to make the 
rummage sale a success:  Pastor Ken and Sue Babcock, Marcy Blesy, John 
Boos, Heather Duell, Dana Ford, Pattie Neal, Joie Nitz, Marjorie Nitz, Val 
and Chet Nitz, and Mary Jo, Lauren and Aubrey Risetter.  
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The Village of Baroda has already begun its summer series of Music in the 
Park, and they will continue on the last Sunday of each month through August 
24th. Bring your blanket or lawn chairs, sit back, and enjoy the music. Light 
snacks and beverages will be available. 
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Question: I’m having a problem with my 8-year-old son. He has started 
complaining about going to school. It’s a battle every morning to get him out 
the door. He’s a good student but says he doesn’t like his school anymore and 
that the kids are mean. He put on quite a bit of weight over the winter. Now I’m 
wondering if he’s having a hard time at school because of his weight. He’s a 
growing boy and seems to be hungry all the time. I’m a working mother with 
three children. I try to give my kids healthy meals, but some days I do bring 
home take-out food for dinner. What can I do to help him? 
 
Answer: Good for you, Mom, for making the connection between your son’s 
discomfort with school and his weight! He may well be experiencing teasing at 
school which can be very painful and very difficult for an 8-year-old to handle. 
Research studies in the area of overweight children have shown that overweight 
children miss as many as four times more days of school than children who are 
underweight or of average weight. 
The social and psychological issues of children who are overweight are 
significant, just as significant as the physical complications that can develop. 
Childhood is a critical time for development of self-esteem and confidence. The 
overweight child is often the victim of teasing and bullying by their peers 
which can result in a loss of self-esteem and self-worth and an increased risk of 
depression. Research studies have shown that children who are overweight also 
tend to have more anxiety than normal weight children which can, on the one 
extreme, lead to social withdrawal from friends and activities, and at the other 
extreme, result in acting-out, disrupting the classroom, and being labeled a 
problem child. Anxiety can also interfere with learning and impact academic 
performance and achievement. 
To help your son, a thorough physical examination is in order to rule out any 
underlying physiological factors that may be contributing to his weight gain. 
Your physician can best evaluate if your child’s weight is a health concern 
based on your family history and other health conditions your child may have. 
While there can be genetic or hormonal factors contributing to overweight 
children, it is rare; and most likely, your son is taking in more food than his 
body needs for growth and daily activity. 
If your physician determines that weight loss is appropriate, it’s time to start 
developing a plan of action with your son, and the rest of the family, for a 
healthier lifestyle. The Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research 
emphasizes that children cannot change their exercise and eating habits by 
themselves. They suggest that successful weight loss is a family affair and 
involves creating a healthy weight environment at home. That environment 



 
Celebrating God’s Love 

15 

includes readily available healthy foods and the limitation of high-fat, high-
sugar foods in the cupboards and on the shopping list. Limitation and not total 
restriction is important here because total restriction of those sweet treats and 
salty chips tends to undermine the success of a balanced, healthy eating plan. A 
healthy-weight environment also includes physical activities built into the daily 
routine for every family member, which could include outdoor play as well as 
active chores like washing the car or walking the dog. Limiting TV time is also 
important as it expends very little energy and invites snacking due to those 
tempting food commercials. Identifying the healthy foods, snacks, and physical 
activities that your family enjoys is the key to maintaining a healthy-weight 
environment at home. 
You mentioned that your son seems hungry all the time. That brings up a 
question of emotional eating. Emotional eating is eating to “feed a feeling” and 
not a growling stomach. Sadness, anxiety, and boredom are feelings that are 
often “fed” with comfort foods that are usually high in calories and low in 
nutrition. Most of us engage in emotional eating sometimes, but if eating 
becomes the main strategy for managing emotions, the feelings remain masked 
but the pounds start to show up. If you think that your son or daughter is 
experiencing any of these feelings and using food to comfort himself, they may 
need some help with learning new skills to deal with the feelings instead of 
feeding them. 
If you embark on this journey of a weight-healthy environment, remember that 
change is a slow process, best achieved in small steps that will add up to 
significant change over the long run. And, know that you will be empowering 
your child with support from their family and a plan to change which can boost 
their self-esteem and build their confidence. 
 
0+-,('*),� %$1� 2-� ,-)(� (*� (3-� �$%$&'($)� �*+),-.')/� � -)(-&4� 5�6�� �*.7$8� �9-�4�
�-)(*)� �$&2*&4� ��� �:���4� 7$8-;� (*� <�=:>� :�=�=?��4� * &� -%$'.-;� (*�
')7*@,$%A*+),-.')/�*&/ � �-$))-� �+))4� $� A*+),-.*&� $(� (3-� �-)(-&4� $),B-&-;�
(*;$1	,�C+-,('*)��#��$%$&'($)��*+),-.')/��-)(-&  
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Thanks to all of you who supported the St. John’s Holy Roadies Relay For 
Life  Team as we raised money to help the fight to eliminate cancer as a major 
health problem by preventing cancer, saving lives, and diminishing suffering 
from cancer, through research, education, advocacy, and service. 
Because of your support, our team was able to raise $8,385.00, and our team 
had the second highest total of all the church teams at this relay event. The total 
for all teams at this event was $503,483. 07! 
Thanks to all the team members who participated in the event, and endured the 
rain, the heat, and the cold. The team members are: Pastor Ken Babcock, 
Marcy Blesy, John Boos, Sharon & Bob Brueck, Kristen, Steve, Jacob & 

Eli Brueck, Darlene Crawford, Heather & 
Brandon Duell, Dana, Gary, Brian, Eric & Steven 
Ford, Chris Glendening, Mary & Richard 
Herrman, Betty Maier, Eleanor Maier, Barbara 
Majeres, Pattie & Dave Neal, Eva Popadic, 
Barbara J. Stelter, Kressie & Anna Strohmeier, 
Karen, Bill, 
Joseph & 
Kyle Zielke. 
God bless all 
of you for 
your support 

and your participation.  
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A BIG thank you to Donna Scaravelli for donating two of her outstanding 
angel food cakes, cookies and brownies as Relay for Life raffle prizes. Due to 

her generosity and to those who purchased 
tickets, we raised $95 which will be 
donated to the American Cancer 
Society.  This is just one of the many ways 
our congregation continues to show 
compassion to those in need.   
It is not too late to donate to our Relay for 
Life team and help fight cancer.  Any 

amount is gratefully accepted.  
Checks can be made out to the 
American Cancer Society and 
mailed to:   
St. John’s Lutheran Church                                                                             
Attn. John Boos                                                                                               
9193 Cleveland Ave., Baroda, MI 
49101 

Donations can also be placed online at www.relayforlife.org.  Our team’s 
name is St. John’s Holy Roadies. 
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Greetings fellow church members: 
 
I am Angela Widdis your Christian Education Chairperson for St. John’s. I am 
responsible for the nurture and growth of God’s word to our church’s youngest 
members. I take on the responsibility with great excitement, as we learn and 
share the wonders that our Father has given to us. It is my mission to teach the 
children that I have been entrusted with, the stories of the Bible, the warmth of 
God’s love, and help foster their relationship with Our Lord and Savior.  
 
I was baptized in the Lutheran faith at Salem Lutheran Church in Coloma. 
Throughout my childhood, I have been active in both the Salvation Army and 
Midway Baptist Churches. My very best friend to date was someone that I met 
at church. Great memories of camp, Vacation Bible School, and Christmas 
Programs still bring a smile to my face. I have been a member of St. John’s 
since about October of 1993, when I married Rick. Then the church welcomed 
our daughter, Isabel in November of 1999.  
 
I would like to take this time to invite you to join us on the Christian Education 
Committee and grow in your faith as you help others grow in theirs. We are 
always looking for room helpers, craft, or special projects assistance, or Sunday 
School Teachers. Call me today to see where you are needed! 
 
In Christ, 
Angela Widdis 
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