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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 

Fax: 1-269-422-6026 
¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  

 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM 

Christian Education Classes: 10:30 AM 
 

YOUR  PASTOR 
 

Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 
Parsonage: 422-1444 

Cellular Phone: 313-1449 
 

YOUR  2008 CHURCH  COUNCIL 
Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318 
Pattie Neal, Trustee:  422-1827 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
David Risetter, Trustee: 422-2082 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680, Council Rep to Christian Ed  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
 

YOUR  STAFF 
  
Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892  
Hickory Creek Administrative Designee: Marcy Blesy 465-4441 
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COMMITTEE   CHAIRPERSONS 
 
Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 426-3862 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Mary Jo Risetter 422-2082/John Boos 465-6697  
Hickory Creek Learning Center: Marcy Blesy, Chairperson 465-4441 
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers: Steve Brueck 930-0877 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 

Have you ever said, “Forget about it.” It’s a phrase we 
might say to ourselves when we don’t want to face up to 
something. Maybe we say it as a form of advice to 
someone who’s complaining about an offense he or she has 
received. According to Paul, it’s a good thing to do. It’s 

counsel he followed himself: “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me Heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3: 13b-14 

Paul had a past that anyone would want to forget. In his Jewish religious 
zeal, he had caused the imprisonment, persecution, and even death of many 
who were followers of Jesus of Nazareth (the Way). All that had changed, we 
know, when he faced Jesus on the road to Damascus. 

Yet, from our reading of Scripture, we know he didn’t “forget what was 
behind.” He brought it up many times as he explained the change that Jesus had 
brought about in his life to the other apostles and as he testified in the highest 
courts of the day. 

Like Paul, we can’t forget about our past sins - and maybe that’s good, as 
long as we remember that Christ has forgotten them! Remembering our sins 
serves the purpose of keeping us humble and grateful, aware that we walk in 
God’s ways only as we rely on Him to lead us, thankful that He forgives all sin, 
past, present, and future. Then we are not encumbered by guilt. 1 John 3:20 We can 
“Forget what’s behind” and “press on toward the goal” that Christ has laid 
before us as we serve Him with all the gifts He so graciously and continually 
gives to us. 

We may not be able to undo what we did or did not do, but we can, by the 
grace of God, start fresh, learn from the past and grab hold of the future 
possibilities that God opens up before us.  

So, now begin a new year. We also begin each new day, sometimes each 
new moment, as newly forgiven and newly cleansed stewards equipped through 
Word and Sacrament to fulfill God’s purposes for our lives. 

With our future hopes and possibilities ahead, may we be open to a New 
Year of God’s gracious blessings and joy.   

These are great times to be alive and living in Baroda. 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

  
Christ has come!  
In our family, Christ has always been and always is in our Christmas wishes 
and prayers. We hope that all of you had a joyous and blessed Christmas 
Season. 
Now, as we embark on yet another year, we ask that God will be our helper, 
just as He has been in ages past, our hope for the years to come, our protector 
when troubles overtake us, and our eternal home. We are never alone in our 
decisions and actions. 
If we all dig deep into our hearts we can do many things that will demonstrate 
just how great our congregation can be. With God as our guide we can 
accomplish so many things that we thought were unattainable. 
If we dig deep into our pockets, we can send money to the Synod for 
benevolence, support local programs, and keep our properties in good repair. 
With God all things are possible! 
  
Happy New Year! 

 
Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Council President 
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THE MEMORIAL  FUND 

       
Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Godfrey, Lila Schultz (Organ Loan Reduction Fund) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Prahlow Family Memorial Fund 
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 

 
NEED  A  RIDE? 

 
Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 

fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love. 
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HAVE YOU MOVED? DO YOU HAVE AN ‘ALTERNATE’ ADDRESS? 

 
If you have moved, please send us your new address.  Additionally, if you 

have an ‘alternate” address that you use at different times of the year, please let 
us know so that we can also put the information into our computer.  You can do 
this by calling 422-1449, dropping a note in the mail, or just leaving the 
information in the church office.  Thank you for helping to keep our records up 
to date. 

 
FURNITURE LOAN REQUESTS 

 
If you need to borrow church furniture and/or equipment, you must 

complete a Furniture Loan Request form.  You can either call the church 
office: 422-1449 and we will mail the form to you, or you can stop by and 
complete one, and arrangements will be made for you to pick up the items you 
need.  Following this procedure allows us to know which items are out and 
what are still available for others. 

 
 

 MEETINGS AND EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
If you are planning a meeting or event, or need to cancel or change the 

date of a meeting or event – please call the church office 422-1449 with the 
details, or make a note on the calendar posted on the wall of the fireplace room.  
This will not only help to let others know what meetings are scheduled, but will 
also ensure that the most complete and current information is used when events 
are published in the bulletin and Grapevine.  Thank you.  
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OUR  SHUT-IN’S 

 
Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
11938 Coveney Road 
Buchanan, MI 49107 

 Paul & Dorothy Zielke 
1397 Lemon Creek Road 
Box 103 
Baroda, MI  49101 

Elsie Lemon 
221 E. Snow Road 
Baroda, Mi 49101 

  

   
 
Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years have 

brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 
keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 

 
* * * * * 
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BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED IN JANUARY 
 

2 Jennifer Granzow 17 Cindy Klug 
3 Betty Maier 19 Karen Ondraka 
 Jenna Davis 20 Eric Neiman 

5 Corinne Spitzer 21 Nina Soper 
 Jacob Nitz 24 Arnold Spitzke 

11 Max Nitz 27 Jane Krueger 
 Christine Getz 30 Christina Castle 

13 Doris Nitz  Robert Kolberg 
    

 
If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church office, so that we can 

correct the records: 422-1449 
 

OFFICIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Notes 
Thursday, October 18, 2007 
 
Meeting opened at 7:02 PM with prayer led by Pastor, and Sam Schultz read 
the “Value Statements.” 
Members present:  Sam Schultz, Bruce Nitz, Karen Zielke, Rick Widdis, Tina 
Widdis, Dean Driscoll, Pastor Ken, Bonnie Hodge, Mari Cerecke and Steve 
Nitz 
Members Absent:  Karen Jasper 
Advisory: Pastor Ken  
Guest:  Marcy Blesy  
Minutes:   

Motion by Bruce Nitz, second by Karen Zielke to accept the 
September 20, 2007 minutes as printed. 

Committee Reports: 
Community Life:  
Minutes of the October 11th meeting were handed out. 
 Motion by Bruce Nitz, second by Steve Nitz to allow the youth 
 group to serve food at the craft fair. 
HCLC:   Marcy Blesy informed council that the proceeds from the rummage 
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sale were about $1400.00. 
Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Bruce Nitz to approve the sale 
of Martin’s Coupon books. 
Motion by Tina Widdis, second by Bruce Nitz to approve a Vendor 
Fair/Bazaar after HCLC Classes on November 7th. 

Marcy  read a statement regarding the responsibilities of the HCLC 
Administrative Designee position. 
 Motion by Steve Nitz, second by Bruce Nitz to create an HCLC 
 Administrative Designee position due to the state law 
 requirements. 
HCLC is a mission of the church, Bruce volunteered to look into ways Thrivent 
can help finance this.  Steve Nitz thanked Marcy for all her hard work and 
dedication. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Cash on hand, income and expense report and 
balance sheet were handed out and discussed. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor’s report was distributed and discussed. 
Pastor will be on Vacation from November 13th-19th 
New Business:  Mari Cerecke explained the function of the flex spending 
account (FSA) which will start January 1st. 
Pastor has begun putting the Grapevine on our web site.   
 Motion by Bruce Nitz, second by Steve Nitz to approve purchasing 
 of Advent calendars for the youth and adults. 
Meeting Ended at 8:35 with the Lord’s Prayer 

 
COUNCIL MEETING NOTES (UNEDITED MINUTES) 

 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Notes 
Thursday November 8, 2007 
 
Meeting opened:  7:02 p.m. with devotion and prayer by Pastor Ken.  Sam 
Schultz read the “Value Statements.” 
Members Present: Sam Schultz, Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Tina Widdis, Bill 
Gavac, Mari Cerecke, Pastor Ken 
Members Absent: Karen Jasper, Bruce Nitz, Steve Nitz, Dean Driscoll, Bonnie 
Hodge 
Advisory: Pastor Ken 
Guest:  Alice Schinkel 
Minutes: 

Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Bill Gavac to accept the October 
18, 2007 minutes as printed. 

Committee Reports: 
Community Life:  Minutes of their November 1st meeting were reviewed. 
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Treasurer’s Report:  Dean is absent, will e-mail out budget info for council 
review. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor’s report was handed out and discussed. 

Motion by Rick Widdis, Second by Mari Cerecke to have a “Love 
Offering” on January 6 th, 2008 to benefit the Berrien County 
Sheriff Chaplaincy Core. 

Old Business: 
Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Bill Gavac, to approve setting 
up Flex Spending Account for employees of St. John’s. 

New Business: 
Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Zielke to accept Alice 
Schinkel’s membership transfer to St. John’s. 
Alice Schinkel has taken on the task of updating the membership roster.  
We appreciate the time she is dedicating to this important project. 
As per request by Alice, we discussed at length, the “time” of  Sunday 
Worship and Christian Education hour. Further discussion has been 
tabled at this time. 
Motion by Tina Widdis, Second by Bill Gavac to purchase a new 
vacuum cleaner at a cost not to exceed $100. 
Discussion was held regarding the Yellow Book Advertising.  Table 
this as old business for December meeting. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 9:05 p.m. 
 

EMPTIES 4 CASH INKJET RECYCLING FUND-RAISER 
 
With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
* The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
* Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
* Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
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FOOD BANK 
 

The Community Life Committee is 
collecting your gifts of food for the poor 
and needy all year long!  Please bring 
your gifts and place them in the wooden 
basket in the entrance at any time.  
Listed below are the food and toiletry 
items that are needed the most. 

FOOD ITEMS    TOILETRIES  
Cereal     Toothpaste 
Tuna or Salmon    Toothbrushes 
Fruit     Toilet Paper 
Vegetables     Bars of Soap 
Pork & Beans    Dish Soap 
Macaroni & Cheese    Laundry Soap 
Ramen Noodles    Shampoo 
Pasta     Conditioner 
 

PROCEDURES FOR ORDERING ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed (contact Altar 

Member for assistance.      
                                                  

PRAYER VENTURES – JANUARY 2008 
 
1           The Name of Jesus, 
 give thanks for the thousands of workers who, in the name of Jesus   
 Christ, offer hope and healing in the wake of natural disasters around   
 the world, especially those continuing to offer relief to the victims of   
 Cyclone Sidr in Bangladesh. 
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2  Pray for safe travels and good conversations for Lutheran ethicists   
 who teach at colleges, universities and seminaries, as they hold their   
 annual meeting January 2-4 in Atlanta. 
3    Pray for Pastor Julie Rowe, communications assistant for Bishop   
 Munib Younan of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the   
 Holy Land.  Pray also for the ELCJHL and its witness in a turbulent   
 region.  
4   Pray for Judy Perry as she assists in medical work among mothers and   
 infants in the People’s Republic of China and engages in health worker   
 training with Evergreen Foundation.  Pray for all medical workers and   
 those who care for the ill and suffering throughout Asia. 
5   Praise God for the refugee ministry of St. Andrew Church in Cairo,   
 Egypt, served by Kathy Kamphoefner and Paul Pierce.  Thank God for   
 Abigail Sylvester, director of the adult education program for this   
 refugee ministry. 
6    Epiphany of Our Lord 
 Merciful God, we remember with hope the gift of peace.  Grant your   
 peace upon Saudi Arabia, the other countries of the Arabian Peninsula,   
 Iran and Iraq, that the power of your love may be known. 
7    Pray for yourself, your congregation and all parts of this church that   
 together we may open Scripture and join the conversation around the   
 Book of Faith initiative, and that this may bear fruit in all our daily   
 lives. 
8  Pray for Lutheran Partners editor Bill Decker, the publication 
 committee, the writers and the readers, that this publication for ELCA   
 leaders may communicate and invigorate the mission of Christ across   
 this church. 
9    Ask God to guide and support women and girls who help sustain and   
 encourage the gifts and responsibilities of other women and girls. 
10   Pray for the blessings of the Holy Spirit on Pastor Andy Krey and the   
 development of a maritime mission at the Port of Savannah, Ga.  Pray   
 for the multiplication of local volunteers with the passion, skills, and   
 energy necessary to plant the seed of God’s hope among seafarers. 
11   Pray for Pastor Stephen Deal, who assists the ELCA in its 
 accompaniment of churches throughout Central America.  Pray for   
 Martha Giron, Steve's spouse, as she helps the Costa Rican Lutheran   
 Church train women in arts and crafts and sewing so they can generate   
 income for their families. 
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12   Thank God for the people who have been appointed to start new ELCA  cong
 Marshall, Wis.; Grant Stevensen, St. Paul, Minn.; Perucy Butiku,   
 Hollis, N.Y.; Gretchen Mertes, Renton, Wash.; Christopher Markert,   
 Cypress, Texas; and lay leaders Steven Zittergruen, Iowa City, Iowa;   
 Joseph Alsman, Lee’s Summit, Mo.; and Guta Yadeta, San Lorenzo,   
 Calif.  Ask God to fill these developers with faith, trust and stamina. 
13   The Baptism of Our Lord 
 Lord, who through a vision to your servant John of Patmos revealed   
 yourself amid the seven churches of Asia, encouraging, reproving, and   
 challenging those first Christian communities; continue to walk with   
 today’s churches in Cyprus, Greece and Turkey. 
14   Pray for all military chaplains, that they be blessed abundantly as they   
 bring ease to the stressed and suffering, and as they minister to the   
 wounded and dying. 
15  Pray for Krystal Overmyer, communications assistant for the Costa   
 Rican Lutheran Church, who facilitates delegations visiting Lutheran   
 brothers and sisters in Costa Rica.  Thank God for the companion   
 relationship between the Southwestern Texas Synod and the CRLC. 
16  Pray for strength and endurance for those congregations serving   
 communities affected by recent disasters, including Hurricane Katrina,   
 California's fires, and floods in Minnesota and Washington. 
17    Pray for the courage and strength to live in ways that honor the image   
 of God in all people. 
18    The Confession of Peter 
 As the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins, offer prayers of   
 thanksgiving for its 100th anniversary and for the prayers for unity that   
 have been offered through these years. 
19   God's Church consists of many parts in addition to congregations.    
 Pray for the institutions of which you are a part, and for the wisdom   
 and courage to follow God’s callings. 
20    The Second Sunday After Epiphany 
 Almighty God, grant your wisdom and love upon the people of Algeria, 
 Libya, Morocco and Tunisia, that they may live in peace and harmony. 
21   Pray for all the participants at the January 19-22 Transformational   
 Leaders Gathering in Orlando, Fla.  May this be a time of education,   
 refreshment, and mutual support for those who lead congregations   
 through renewal, transformation and redevelopment processes. 
22  Give thanks for the continued ministry of Drs. Helmut and Rotraut   
 Diefenthal, who spend 10 months a year at Kilimanjaro Christian   
 Medical Center  (KCMC) in Moshi, Tanzania, and for the companion   
 relationships that exist between ELCA synods and dioceses of the   
 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 
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23         Pray for local observances and services of prayer for Christian unity   
 and the theme that we share together, that we may "pray without 
 ceasing."  
24    Pray for the board of Finlandia University, for President Philip Johnson 
 and other administrators, for faculty, students, alumni and supporters of 
 all 28 of the colleges and universities related to the ELCA. 
25         The Conversion of Paul 
 Let us pray for dialogues among churches and Christian communities,   
 for better understanding and for the opportunity to reflect on the 
 implications of sharing "one Lord, one faith, one baptism."  
26     Give thanks to God for Kevin Baker, Kristina Diaz, Kirsten Dumke and   
 James Weber, ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program, and   
 their willingness to serve the people of Argentina. 
27   The Third Sunday After Epiphany 
 Gracious God, we remember the Christian communities in China, Hong 
 Kong SAR, and Taiwan, and give thanks for the vitality and growth of   
 the churches.  We lift up to you ELCA synods who work and pray with   
 them, especially the Sierra Pacific Synod and Southwest California   
 Synod. 
28  Pray for Jane and Pastor Ted Zimmerman in their ministry in the   
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong (ELCHK).  Ted teaches   
 New Testament at Lutheran Theological Seminary and assists with   
 pastoral leadership of one of the congregations of the ELCHK. 
29   Pray for your congregational, Synodical, and churchwide leaders to   
 have the courage and strength needed to confront the injustices of   
 sexism, racism and classism, and to advocate for justice. 
30         Remember Barbara and Pastor John LeMond as they serve within the   
 Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong.  John teaches world   
 religions at Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong Kong, and 
 coordinates interfaith programs with the Tao Fang Shan Centre. 
31  Thank God for the ministry of the schools of the Evangelical Lutheran   
 Church of Jerusalem and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) as they reach out   
 with God’s love to all people, even in the midst of hardships.  Pray for   
 Sylvia Countess, who is assisting Dr. Charlie Haddad, the director of   
 ELCJ schools. 
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COMMUNITY LIFE NEWS 
 
THE NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 9, 2007. 
 
Thanks to all of you who donated your gifts of food and toiletries to the Food 
Bank. Your generosity is very much appreciated and needed. Also, thanks to 
Dana Ford and John Boos for delivering your gifts on Monday, December 10. 
God Bless all of you. 

The St. John’s 2nd Annual Craft Fair was a big success!  Thank you to everyone 
who helped set up, donated food, sold concessions, and cleaned up.  Thanks to 
everyone who supported the Youth by purchasing jams, calendars and 
concessions.  They earned $333 due to your generosity.  We had approximately 
26 vendors and raised $340.00 for the organ fund. We also appreciate those 
who supported the craft vendors by purchasing some of their items.   A HUGE 
thanks goes to Sue Babcock for organizing and promoting the Craft Fair.  
Without the long hours she dedicated to this overwhelming project, we would 
not have been able to hold such an event. It should not be overlooked that one 
of the greatest rewards for the Craft Fair effort is the exposure that St. John’s 
receives from the hundreds of visitors on that day. 

John Boos 

 LOST! 
 

If anyone unexpectedly found a blue Tupperware bowl 
in their car a few weeks ago that wasn’t theirs, please 
return it to the Church kitchen. 

 
THANK YOU 

 
A special thank you to Pastor Ken and Sue for the beautiful Christmas wreaths 
on the church entry doors. The wreaths were crafted by the Boy Scout Troop 
from Bridgman led by Walt Hodge. 
 

THANK YOU 
 
My family and I would like to express our sincere thanks for all of the cards, 
prayers, and concerns during my extended “vacation” in the hospital and at 
home. God’s blessings to all of you.  Bob Widdis 
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THANK YOU 
 
Thanks to all the saints at St. John’s who kept me in their prayers, sent me get 
well cards, brought delicious foods to sustain me and make me feel better, and 
help me to recover. I am truly blest to be a part of the St. John’s community. 
You are really St. John’s Angels! 
                        John Boos 
 

OUR COUNCIL MEMBER OF THE MONTH 
Hello, my name is Dean Driscoll, and I am the 
treasurer at St. Johns Evangelical Church.  I was born 
in Benton Harbor in 1966, and grew up in Stevensville 
after my parents moved in 1970.  I graduated from 
Lakeshore High School in 1984.  I received my 
Bachelors of Business Administration degree, with a 
major in Accounting from Western Michigan 
University.  I worked at Ausco Products in Benton 
Harbor as controller for 13 years.  I am now the 
Director of Finance at Printek, Inc also of Benton 
Harbor.  Printek is a manufacturer of high-end Dot 

Matrix printers for industrial applications, and recently began manufacturing a 
new line of mobile thermal printers.  I have been there for over six years.  I 
have been married to my wonderful wife Tena (Hercik) since 1989.  We have 
two great kids; Christena 15 attends Lakeshore High School and Courtney 9, 
who is in the 4th grade at Hollywood Elementary School.  It has been my 
pleasure working with many fascinating people within your church, and I hope 
to meet and get to know more of you as time goes by.   
 
                                          Dean Driscoll 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you for your concern and prayers – Hope you had a Merry Christmas! 
 

Martha Schultz 
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THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isn't it interesting to think about those that God chooses to be His stewards? 
Mary and Joseph, ordinary people who didn't stand out in the crowd. An 
innkeeper without a room who gave what shelter he could. Illiterate, lowly 
shepherds who heard, responded to, and repeated the Good News. Wise Men 
who traveled miles and miles to bring their gifts and honor the new King. You 
and I, also ordinary people, who have been given various gifts to use to spread 
the Good News and honor the newborn King. 
 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 

St. John’s Annual Children’s Christmas Program was a huge success this year!  
Thank you to Angela Widdis for writing and directing the program.  A big 
thank you to Cindy Schroeder who worked with the children to learn their 
songs and share her musical talents with us.  Thank you to Bob, Caroline and 
Tina Widdis for overseeing the refreshments and for cleaning up.  We also 
appreciate all those who worked on props and set construction.  Thanks to 
everyone who donated cookies, bars, brownies, etc. and ingredients for our 
delicious punch.  Thanks to Pattie Neal who led our Youth Group in a most 
enjoyable skit.  And most importantly, thank you to all of our performers! What 
an amazing group of talented young people we have at St. John’s.  We are 
truly blessed!   

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 
Sue and I would like to thank everyone who sent us cards and provided 
wonderful gifts this Christmas, your generosity and kindness is a blessing to 
both of us.  

Blessings, Pastor Ken & Sue   
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A LETTER OF THANKS 
 
You are such a gift to us and to our people.  You serve with such joy, 
gentleness and compassion.  I am so grateful that God has brought us together.   
Thank you all so much for your gifts of time and financial resources. You will 
never know how much you are appreciated. 
I know your reward will be even greater in the life to come! 
May your holiday season be filled with the peace and joy of the season. 
 
Gratefully, 
Sister Rita 
The Catholic Community Center 
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WE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS  
FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND ITS MINISTRIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������  BAKERY 
4209 Lake Street, Bridgman, MI 49106 

1.269.466.2253 
 

THE GRANZOW FAMILY’S BEACHSIDE BAKERY IS GRACIOUSLY PROVIDING 
THE BREAD USED FOR THE COMMUNION SERVICES. 

 
VISIT THEIR BAKERY AND CHECK OUT THEIR SPECIALTY BREADS, 

PASTRIES, DONUTS, COOKIES, AND GOURMET COFFEES. 
 

 
Your Bulletin is a COUPON ! Bring your bulletin and receive a free small 

gourmet coffee with ANY purchase!   
 

 


