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Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 

Fax: 1-269-422-6026 
¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  

 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 
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Worship & Praise at 9:00 AM 

Christian Education Classes 10:30 AM 
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Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 
Parsonage: 422-1444 

Cellular Phone: 313-1449 
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Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Mari Cerecke, Trustee: 267-6959, Council Rep to HCLC  
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 
Steve Nitz, Trustee: 461-6022, Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
Tina Widdis, Trustee:  465-4540, Council Rep to Stewardship/Finance 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680, Council Rep to Christian Ed  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
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Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892    
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Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 545-8006 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Mary Jo Risetter 422-2082/John Boos 465-6697  
Hickory Creek Learning Center: Marcy Blesy, Chairperson 465-4441 
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers: Steve Brueck 930-0877 
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Dear Parish Family, 
 

How much do babies appreciate the gifts they 
receive when they are born?  

Did Jesus, being the Son of God as well as the son 
of Mary, value the gifts the Magi brought?  

We would think of those gifts as impractical for a baby, but then this 
was not an ordinary baby. That gold bought food and lodging and everything 
that was needed by the holy family as they fled to Egypt and then established a 
new home. The incense was burned as their prayers ascended to the Father in 
Heaven, and the myrrh was used some thirty years later to anoint the body of 
the Baby who grew to be our Savior. 

“The gifts are traditional gifts of the East,” the Concordia 
Commentary on Matthew 2: 11 tells us that we can be sure that these gifts 
were appreciated by our Lord, for St. Paul writes, “If the willingness is there, 
the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he 
does not have.” 2 Corinthians 8: 12 

Were the gifts of the shepherds that first Christmas night acceptable as 
well? What did the shepherds bring?  

The Bible does not record their bringing any gift at all except, that is, 
the gift of their running to the stable with anticipation, the gift of their humble 
worship as their anticipation turned to realization, and the gift of their 
“spreading the word concerning what had been told them” as they returned to 
their flocks, “glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen.” Luke 2: 17, 20  

It is obvious the willingness was there as the shepherds brought gifts 
according to what they had. Therefore, according to Scripture, their gifts were 
acceptable. 
We, too, can be sure that our gifts are appreciated by our Lord - the gifts of 
our treasures - our gold and silver and the gifts of our praise and adoration as 
we witness to what we have heard and seen. Like the Magi and the shepherds, 
we are drawn to the manger bed. Like them, we kneel in awe and adoration. 
Like them, we use the gifts God gives us, wherever we are, wherever God 
places us, to “spread the word concerning what has been told to us.” 

This season I am asking all of you to remember St. John’s in your 
Christmas generosity. Your help is needed so that we can continue to “reach 
all the ends of the earth” with God’s message of grace and mercy.  

May your Christmas Holiday be blessed and joyful!   
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May your heart be generous and free from fear, because these are great 
times to be alive and living in Baroda. See you Christmas Eve! 
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 The King is coming! The Advent season has started, and we are 
preparing for His arrival. That means Christmas is here. 
 Our greatest present is Christ Himself. Just imagine, the awesome 
God Almighty, who created heaven and earth, puts Himself into diapers and 
becomes a helpless child. Why would He do this? It’s simple, because of His 
immense love for us. 
 How can we celebrate this great love?  We can begin by loving each 
other, and letting people know that we care about Him, that’s important.  The 
expression of that love can be accomplished with a card, a phone call or by just 
spending time and talking to them. 
 Another way is by contributing to the support of the church’s mission 
so that we might spread His merciful love throughout the world. And, don’t 
forget to support the food bank and the angel tree. 
      As He loves us, let us love one another. 

Merry Christmas. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
 

Council President 
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Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Godfrey, Lila Schultz (Organ Loan Reduction Fund) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Prahlow Family Memorial Fund 
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
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Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 

fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love. 
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If you have moved, please send us your new address.  Additionally, if you 

have an ‘alternate” address that you use at different times of the year, please let 
us know so that we can also put the information into our computer.  You can do 
this by calling 422-1449, dropping a note in the mail, or just leaving the 
information in the church office.  Thank you for helping to keep our records up 
to date. 

 
��������
�������
��
����

 
If you need to borrow church furniture and/or equipment, you must 

complete a Furniture Loan Request form.  You can either call the church 
office: 422-1449 and we will mail the form to you, or you can stop by and 
complete one, and arrangements will be made for you to pick up the items you 
need.  Following this procedure allows us to know which items are out and 
what are still available for others. 
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If you are planning a meeting or event, or need to cancel or change the 

date of a meeting or event – please call the church office 422-1449 with the 
details, or make a note on the calendar posted on the wall of the fireplace room.  
This will not only help to let others know what meetings are scheduled, but will 
also ensure that the most complete and current information is used when events 
are published in the bulletin and Grapevine.  Thank you.  
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Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
11938 Coveney Road 
Buchanan, MI 49107 

 Paul & Dorothy Zielke 
1397 Lemon Creek Road 
Box 103 
Baroda, MI  49101 

Elsie Lemon 
221 E. Snow Road 
Baroda, Mi 49101 

  

   
 
Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years have 

brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 
keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 

 
* * * * * 
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1 Thomas Drew 16 Brian Ford 
 Tim Sieler  Elaine Starbuck 
 Jeanne Spitzke 18 Sam Schultz 

5 Kristi Fleisher 21 Donna Scaravelli 
6 Sue Babcock  Dorothy Spitzke 
 Kristen Brueck 23 Eldon Nitz 
 Taya Zielke 24 Nadia Arend 

7 Laura Kettle 25 Douglas Schultz 
 Chet Nitz 26 Lois Nitz 

9 Amber Fleisher  Tamara Nitz 
 Ted Nitz  Ruth Schulz 

11 Scott Woodrick 29 Debra Sieler 
15 Ginger Nitz  Ileen Tollas 

  30 Shelby Sieler 
  31 Gerald Schlutt 

 
If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church office, so that we can 

correct the records: 422-1449 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Notes 
Thursday, October 18, 2007 
 
Meeting opened at 7:02 PM with prayer led by Pastor, and Sam Schultz read 
the “Value Statements.” 
Members present:  Sam Schultz, Bruce Nitz, Karen Zielke, Rick Widdis, Tina 
Widdis, Dean Driscoll, Pastor Ken, Bonnie Hodge, Mari Cerecke and Steve 
Nitz 
Members Absent:  Karen Jasper 
Advisory: Pastor Ken  
Guest:  Marcy Blesy  
Minutes:   

Motion by Bruce Nitz, second by Karen Zielke to accept the 
September 20, 2007 minutes as printed. 
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Committee Reports: 
Community Life:  
Minutes of the October 11th meeting were handed out. 
 Motion by Bruce Nitz, second by Steve Nitz to allow the youth 
 group to serve food at  the craft fair. 
HCLC:   Marcy  informed council that the proceeds from the rummage sale 
were about $1400.00. 

Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Bruce Nitz to approve the sale 
of Martin’s Coupon books. 
Motion by Tina Widdis, second by Bruce Nitz to approve a Vendor 
Fair/Bazaar after HCLC Classes on November 7th. 

Marcy  read a statement regarding the responsibilities of the HCLC 
Administrative Designee position. 
 Motion by Steve Nitz, second by Bruce Nitz to create an HCLC 
 Administrative Designee position due to the state law 
 requirements. 
HCLC is a mission of the church, Bruce volunteered to look into ways Thrivent 
can help finance this.  Steve Nitz thanked Marcy for all her hard work and 
dedication. 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Cash on hand, income and expense report and 
balance sheet were handed out and discussed. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor’s report was distributed and discussed. 
Pastor will be on Vacation from November 13th-19th 
New Business:  Mari Cerecke explained function of the flex spending account 
(FSA) which will start January 1st. 
Pastor has begun putting the Grapevine on our web site.   
 Motion by Bruce Nitz, second by Steve Nitz to approve purchasing 
 of Advent calendars for the youth and adults. 
Meeting Ended at 8:35 with the Lord’s Prayer 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Notes 
Thursday November 8, 2007 
 
Meeting opened:  7:02 p.m. with devotion and prayer by Pastor Ken.  Sam 
Schultz read the “Value Statements.” 
Members Present: Sam Schultz, Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Tina Widdis, Bill 
Gavac, Mari Cerecke, Pastor Ken 
Members Absent: Karen Jasper, Bruce Nitz, Steve Nitz, Dean Driscoll, Bonnie 
Hodge 
Advisory: Pastor Ken 
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Guest:  Alice Schinkel 
Minutes: 

Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Bill Gavac to accept the October 
18, 2007 minutes as printed. 

Committee Reports: 
Community Life:  Minutes of their November 1st meeting were reviewed. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Dean is absent, will e-mail out budget info for council 
review. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor’s report was handed out and discussed. 

Motion by Rick Widdis, Second by Mari Cerecke to have a “Love 
Offering” on January 6 th, 2008 to benefit the Berrien County 
Sheriff Chaplaincy Core. 

Old Business: 
Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Bill Gavac, to approve setting 
up Flex Spending Account for employees of St. John’s. 

New Business: 
Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Zielke to accept Alice 
Schinkel’s membership transfer to St. John’s. 
Alice has taken on the task of updating the membership roster.  We 
appreciate the time she is dedicating to this important project. 
As per request by Alice we discussed, at length, the “time” of  Sunday 
Worship and Christian Education hour. Further discussion has been 
tabled at this time. 
Motion by Tina Widdis, Second by Bill Gavac to purchase a new 
vacuum cleaner at a cost not to exceed $100. 
Discussion was held regarding the Yellow Book Advertising.  Table 
this as old business for December meeting. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 9:05 p.m. 
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With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
* The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
* Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
* Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
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The Community Life Committee is 
collecting your gifts of food for the poor 
and needy all year long!  Please bring 
your gifts and place them in the wooden 
basket in the entrance at any time.  
Listed below are the food and toiletry 
items that are needed the most. 

FOOD ITEMS    TOILETRIES  
Cereal     Toothpaste 
Tuna or Salmon    Toothbrushes 
Fruit     Toilet Paper 
Vegetables     Bars of Soap 
Pork & Beans    Dish Soap 
Macaroni & Cheese    Laundry Soap 
Ramen Noodles    Shampoo 
Pasta     Conditioner 
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Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed (contact Altar 

Member for assistance.      
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1   World AIDS Day 

On this World AIDS Day, pray for all people affected by HIV/AIDS, 
and for those who minister to them, including the AIDS Circle of Hope 
of North Texas, located in Wichita Falls, and Rebecca and Dr. Kris 
Hartwig, who offer palliative care services to AIDS patients through 
Selian Hospital in Arusha, Tanzania.  
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2    First Sunday of Advent 
God of the nations, we give you thanks for the Christian communities 
in India, Maldives, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.  Give them strength to be 
witnesses to your love and peace.  We lift up to you the companion 
relationships among the South Andhra Lutheran Church of India and 
the Northeastern Minnesota Synod, and the Andhra Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and the Northwestern Minnesota Synod. 

3  Pray for the Lutheran and Episcopal Churches in Puerto Rico, 
ministering to and supporting mariners and fishermen in the western 
part of the Caribbean.  Pray that  mariners will be protected while at sea, 
and that the churches will be able to build a new   restaurant and school. 

4   Pray for a welcoming spirit in your congregation and all congregations, 
and for readiness to welcome new gifts and new Christian insights, and 
to be open to change.  Pray for leaders who reflect the changing face of 
our culture, and who can help us follow Christ’s  lead in all things. 

5   Give thanks for the 25 ELCA members who volunteered for 3 to 11 
months through the ELCA Global Mission Volunteer program in 2007.  
Thank God for the generosity of these teachers, medical trainers, 
financial consultants and pastors. 

6    Pray for the courage to examine and discuss how we are in 
bondage to our possessions and can be freed by Christ to be 
faithful stewards of them, as the ELCA’s social statement 
“Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All” urges. 

7    Pray for the new bishops and other staff in ELCA Synodical and 
 regional offices, that they will be filled with the Spirit of God as they   
 walk with congregations in transitions and provide guidance and 
 support. 
8   Pray for Beth Chatelain, Rob Martin and Laura Thompsen, ELCA 

Young Adults in Global Mission participants serving in Kerala, India, 
where they teach at Union Christian  College, CMS College and Bishop 
Moore College, respectively. 

9  Second Sunday of Advent 
Merciful God, we thank you for the growing peace in Angola and 
Mozambique.  We also  lift up the companion relationship between the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in  Mozambique and the ELCA Arkansas-  
Oklahoma Synod, that both churches may grow in the sharing of their 
gifts.  

10   Pray for Synodical Candidacy Committee members who guide, support 
and review the women and men who are preparing for ELCA service as 
associates in ministry, diaconal ministers, pastors and deaconesses. 
Pray especially for the candidates and committee members in your 
synod. 
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11    Thank God for Robert Kasworm, serving the Kilimanjaro Christian 
Medical Center in Moshi, Tanzania.  He is strengthening health-care 
delivery by creating strategic alliances between Tanzanian and U.S.-
based health providers. 

12   Pray for all people engaged in ministry with American Indian and 
Alaska Native people as they head into the difficult winter months, 
many with insufficient shelter, clothing and food. 

13   Thank God for Pastor Doug and Monica Cox in Madagascar.  Doug is 
engaged in evangelism ministry with the Malagasy Lutheran Church, 
and Monica works with Manna Madagascar, a network of handicraft 
centers which benefit women.  

14   Give thanks for Lutheran social ministry agencies and Lutheran 
Disaster Response; ask  that God's love and grace will shine through 
their ministry among the victims of Southern California's fires. 

15  Pray for Pastor Andrew and Barbara Hinderlie, regional representatives 
for East Africa,  who work with churches of Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Madagascar and Uganda.  Barbara also  serve as administrator of the 
ELCA mission in Nairobi, Kenya.  

16    Third Sunday of Advent / World Food Day 
O God, look with mercy upon the people of Botswana and Zimbabwe, 
as Zimbabwe struggles with economic and political uncertainty.  May 
the companion relationship between the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Zimbabwe and the ELCA Upstate New York Synod be a source of 
solace and encouragement.  

17    Pray for congregations in conflict, that they may learn to deal with 
difficult issues with humility, patience, and the skills of moral 
deliberation, and by remembering that it is  Christ who makes them 
one. 

18   Pray that preaching and teaching in congregations and other settings 
will help form the consciences of the baptized so that they are able to 
respond to the moral challenges they face in a complex world. 

19   Pray for pastors, associates in ministry, deaconesses and diaconal 
ministers who are  living and serving with disabilities.  Pray that those 
who are now preparing for such   ministries can find faithful mentors 
who will help them respond well to God’s call. 

20    Ask God to guide Downtown Churches United Inc. and its executive 
director, Dean Freeburn, as they renovate a group of buildings in 
Petersburg, Va., into a consortium of services under one roof for the 
underserved citizens in the Petersburg area. 

21    Praise God for the ministry of Louis and Mytch Dorvilier, ELCA 
regional representatives  in West Africa.  Based in Dakar, Senegal, the 
Dorviliers provide a ministry of  accompaniment to Lutheran churches 
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in Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, 
Senegal and Sierra Leone. 

22    Ask God's continued blessings on Seafarers & International House, a 
Lutheran mission for seafarers and sojourners in New York City, that 
people who serve at sea will continue to benefit from that ministry. 

23    Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Almighty God, we give you thanks for showering your Spirit upon the 
churches of  Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland.  May they 
find continued strength to engage the social, economic and political 
challenges within which they witness. 

24   Christmas Eve 
As we give thanks for the gift of God’s Son, pray for missionary 
children, who live, learn and grow in their faith in a variety of settings 
around the world. 

25   Nativity of Our Lord 
Thank God today for the gift of Jesus Christ, and for all the 
congregation members who also give gifts today of food and other 
necessities of life to their neighbors, known and  unknown, around the 
world. 

26   Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Pray for people who are doing an internship as part of their seminary 
preparation to serve this church, and for the supervisors who guide, 
challenge and support these candidates for public ministry, as well as 
the ministries that host interns; teaching and encouraging communities 
of Christ. 

27 John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Pray for the ministry of Paula Powell, who serves with the Lutheran 
Communion in  South Africa (LUCSA), a regional group with member 
churches in Angola, Botswana,  Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe.  LUCSA is located in  Johannesburg, South 
Africa.  

28    The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Give thanks today for the continuation of life through children, and ask 
God to protect them from violence and abuse, so that they may grow 
into adults capable of honoring God in all their actions.  May our 
Sunday schools, preschools and elementary schools all provide healthy 
learning environments for them. 

29   Pray for Pastor Philip and Lou-Marie Knutson and family, who serve 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA). 
Philip works as a resource person, advisor and trainer for ELCSA’s 
Christian education program.  He also serves ELCA Global Mission as 
regional program assistant for Southern Africa. 
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30   First Sunday of Christmas 
Almighty God, give to all your people the love of peace, and guide the 
leaders of all nations so that your kingdom will go forth in peace and 
the earth will be filled with your love. 

31    Ask God to bless the hundreds of Lutheran students gathered at the 
annual Lutheran Student Movement National Gathering in Denver 
December 28-January 1, as they study Psalm 121. 
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Thanks to all of you who donated food for five 
complete turkey dinners. Thanks to Karen and 
Dale Jasper and the “National Wild Turkey 
Federation” for the gift of five turkeys. 
Thanks to Dana Ford for delivering two dinners to 
“We Can Make a Difference”, two dinners for 
families in the Bridgman area, and for one family 
in the Buchanan area. Because of your generosity 

these five families had a thanksgiving meal to be thankful for. God’s blessing 
on all of you.  
Thanks to a record number of volunteer donors, a record of twenty four pints of 
blood was donated to the Michigan Community Blood center on Wednesday, 
October 11, 2007. As you know, each pint can help three to four persons in 
need of a transfusion so these generous people will help from seventy two to 
ninety eight ill or injured persons. The thirty heroic persons are: Myron Brunke, 
Richard Cronk, Lisa Damon, Kristi Fleisher, Matt Fleisher, Scott Fleisher, 
Dana Ford, Alyssa Fox, Connie Fox, Kimberly Fox, Randy Frank, Jennifer 
Granzow,  Stephanie Halling, Richard Herrman, Walt Hodge, Kathleen Kulis, 
Aaron Krukowski, Donna Latus, Nancy Martin, David Neal, Pattie Neal, 
Nathan Nitz, Millie Schultz, Betty Shembarger, Ed Smith, Guy Tollas, Brett 
Watson, Karen Wilson, Corlista Yech, and Bill Zielke. God bless these 
volunteers. 
Thanks also to other important volunteers who helped to set up, counsel the 
donors after their donation, provide them a snack and a drink, and to replace the 
tables and chairs after the event are: John Boos, Merry Castle, Dana Ford, Chet 
& Val Nitz, Mike Popadic (Dana’s father), Donna Scaravelli, and Alice 
Schinkel.  Marcy Blesy, Jennifer and Keith Granzow (Beachside Bakery-
provided 112 donuts for the volunteers), and Donna Scaravelli provided snacks. 
THE NEXT BLOOD DRAW IS SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 9, 2007. 
Thanks to Vern Nitz and Bill Zielke for delivering another load of your gifts 
of food to the food bank at the Catholic Community Center in Benton Harbor 
on Monday, November 5. We delivered almost fifty cases of your gifts and 
your gifts are very much needed and appreciated. 
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Thanks to all of you that helped to provide out-of-stock toilet tissue, deodorant, 
and dish soap on such short notice. Sister Rita called on Friday, November 1 to 
tell us that the shelves were empty of those items. Some of you were notified by 
e-mail and your generous response was terrific! 
The second annual “Harvest of Joy, Market Day”  was held on Sunday, 
October 14. Worshipers donated home made crafts, baked goods, canned foods, 
and “Oodles of Noodles” that were made available for a donation to Lutheran 
World Hunger .  $415 was received through the efforts of all those who 
donated items. Mary Jo and Lauren Risetter placed fall decorations of corn 
stalks, pumpkins and straw for the event. God bless all who donated and 
received the items. 
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We are once again partnering with the “We Can 
Make a Difference” agency in Benton Harbor to 
bring some Christmas joy to 2 needy families.  The 
Angel Tree is set-up in the narthex and is covered 
with holiday gift wishes for these families. If you 

are interested in participating, please take a paper angel from the tree.  Once 
you remove an angel, you may replace it with an ornament or add a 
personalized greeting to a paper star and hang it on the tree so that when the 
angels are gone, the tree will be decorated. 
Please bring the UNWRAPPED GIFTS WITH THE PAPER ANGEL 
ATTACHED to church no later than Dec. 16th.  The agency likes to have the 
parents/guardians of the children wrap the gifts so that they feel a part of the 
gift giving.  The agency will wrap the gifts that are purchased for the parents.  
However, if you would like to provide a gift bag, gift box, wrapping paper, 
tape, bows, nametags, etc., that would be very much appreciated.  If you have 
any questions, see Dana Ford or John Boos.  Thank you for your generosity this 
Christmas season! 
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If you are purchasing gift cards this holiday season, please consider ordering 
Scrip Cards.  When purchasing Scrip Cards through St. John’s, you pay the 
same amount as if you purchased them directly from the vendor.  It is more 
convenient, and the church makes a profit because the vendors offer us 
discounts and rebates.  You may pick up a Scrip order form from the table in 
the narthex or see Dana Ford or John Boos.  The order form only lists a portion 
of the total vendors available.  A complete vendor listing can be found on the 
rolling message board in the narthex or can be viewed by going online at 
www.glscrip.com.   If you haven’t tried Scrip before, please do so this 
holiday.  Thank you for your support of the Scrip program! 
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Trust is a necessary part of our lives. We put in a month's work, trusting that 
we'll receive a paycheck for our finished labor. We get into our cars and drive, 
trusting that the mechanics have made them safe for our travel. If we can put 
our trust in fallible human beings, how much more can we trust our Heavenly 
Father Who promises that, if we give to Him first, He will provide for all we 
need (read Malachi 3: 1O)! 
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Advent Suppers – December 5th, 12th, 19th @ 5:30 PM 
 Followed by Advent Services at 7:00PM 

 
Sunday, December 16th 

Confirmation Class Christmas Party @ 5:00 PM 
Sunday School Christmas Program @ 6:30 PM 

 
Sunday, December 23 – 9:00 AM 

December 24th, Christmas Eve Service – 7:00 PM 
 

�����������������&�
 
Christmas Card Box is in the narthex; if you desire to save postage, just place 
the cards for St. John’s members, and they will be sorted and placed on a table 
for pick-up.  You might think about adding the postage to your offering.   
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