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Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 

Fax: 1-269-422-6026 
¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  

 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 
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Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM 
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Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 

Parsonage: 422-1444 
Cellular Phone: 313-1449 
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Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318 
Pattie Neal, Trustee:  422-1827 Council Rep to HCLC 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
David Risetter, Trustee: 422-2082 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
 

������������
  
Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892  
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Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 426-3862 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Dana Ford 556-1174/John Boos 465-6697  
Finance: Steve Nitz 927-9708 
Hickory Creek Learning Center:  422-2017 
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers:  
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Administrator:  Pastor Kenneth S. Babcock 422-1449 
Teacher: Debbie Bell 422-2017 
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Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 
fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love! 
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 Offerings $17,310.88 Offerings $171,136.14 
 Expenses $12,917.15 Expenses $166,947.02 
 Variance $4,393.73 Variance $4,189.12 
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Dear Parish Family,  

First, let me say a sincere thank you to Sam Schultz for his years of 
service as Council President, and to Rick Widdis, Council Vice President, and 
Bruce Nitz for their tireless work on behalf of St. John’s and its members. 
These fine folks are finishing their terms on the Council. 

Second, the seasons are going too fast! As I sit here in my study 
thinking about our family Thanksgiving celebration and anticipating the taste 
and joys of this season, I am writing the December Grapevine letter! Whoa, 
horsey!  

Life is moving in quantum leaps, and I am barely ready for tomorrow, 
let alone the Christmas Season. This is supposed to be a season of joy, 
however, the Season of Joy is often overtaken by the realities of life—dreams 
hoped, and dreams shattered. But, the fact that we can dream at all is in itself a 
wonder of the seasons. This is a time for thanksgiving—not only the turkey and 
the trimmings, but for the anticipation of the coming of the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. I am awed but the generosity of a God so full of love that He 
came to earth to be one of us!   

So what seems to be the dilemma?  
Well, here it is. There are so many people that are hurting these days. 

Many companies are downsizing, and good paying jobs 
are being lost. Retirees who looked forward to enjoying 
their grandchildren and traveling find their benefits are 
being cut when they need healthcare the most. “For Sale” 
signs fill neighborhoods as lovely homes sit empty for 
want of buyers with purchasing power. And it’s 
Christmas - the season of giving! 

 So then, if our thoughts and desires are focused on things of this world, 
we could easily lose sight of the joy of Christmas and its accompanying joy of 
giving. If we’re looking for security and pleasure from this world, we’ll find 
them to be fleeting, at best. 

From Adam and Eve to the present, God has known our need. He has 
known how to give us security and eternal happiness. He gives joy in 
abundance through THE GIFT of His Son. 

Angels announced His birth with joyous singing from the heavens. 
Shepherds ran to the stable and bowed in humble adoration. Wise men from the 
East traveled far to bring Him their gifts. Joseph and Mary watched over Him 
with tender care, then fleeing to Egypt in order to save the infant’s life. 

That life was saved until the right time, the time of God’s own 
choosing. Just as God sent His Son “when the time had fully come,” Galatians 4:4 
He chose the time when Jesus would “lay [His life] down of [His] own 
accord.” John 10:18 Just for us! And He promised, “I give [you] eternal life, and 
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[you] shall never perish; no one can snatch [you] out of My hand.” John 10:28 
As Jesus gave His life for us, let us give Him the gift of our lives, and 

with true commitment, let us sing: 
Take my life and let it be  

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;  
Take my moments and my days,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
These truly are good times for blessing others, for being alive, for being filled 
with generosity and thanks in Baroda!  
Sue and I wish you the richest blessings of Christmas, and the fullness of 
everlasting Joy!  
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Well, it’s finally here - the last letter to the congregation.  It has been my 
pleasure to serve this fine group of people as a council member for three years - 
the last two as president. 
     This part of my life has been very pleasant because of the great councils that 
I have been able to work with.  Their hard work and dedication has made my 
part easy.  Thank you so much and God bless you. 
     I wish the best to the new council.  May their dedication and hard work 
continue to aid in the growth of our congregation. 
 
     So long.  It’s been good to serve you!!!!!!!!!! �  
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New offering envelopes are in the process 
of being printed. This year we will be 
sending them out on a monthly basis, rather 
than all at once. The new envelopes can be 
returned by mail should you be unable to 
attend worship service for any given week. 
We are excited about this new program and 
hope for a flawless transition.   
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Notes 
Thursday, October 16, 2008 
 
Meeting opened:  7:01 p.m. with prayer led by Pastor Ken.  Sam Schultz read 
the “Value Statements”. 
 
Members Present: Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Bill Gavac, Bonnie Hodge, 
Sam Schultz, Dave Risetter, Dean Driscoll & Patti Neal 

 
Members Absent: Bruce Nitz, Larry Klug & Karen Jasper 
Advisory:  Pastor Ken 
 
Minutes: 

Minutes from the September 18th council meeting were approved.  
Motion by Karen Zielke, second by Bill Gavac to approve the 
minutes. 

 
Committee Reports: 
 
Youth Group:  Patti reported on the upcoming events for the youth group. 
 Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Zielke to approve the 
 selling of calendars and jam/jelly by the youth, and for the youth to 
 travel to the Niles Haunted House, participate in a leaf raking day, 
 and have a lock-in on  October 25th.  Motion Carried 
Treasurer’s Report:  
Treasurer’s Report was handed out and discussed.  Council discussed 
benevolence.  The current church bonds terminate December 31, 2008.  The 
need to re-issue bonds was discussed.  Council will meet October 27th at 7PM 
to discuss next year’s budget. 
 Motion by Karen Zielke, second by Rick Widdis to send $500.00 to 
 benevolence.  Motion Carried 
  
Pastor’s Report: Pastor’s report was handed out and discussed.  
Keith Mundy discussed monthly subscription envelopes with Pastor.  
Envelopes would be mailed monthly to members.  Simply Giving forms will be 
mailed to all members. 
 Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Pattie Neal to mail out 
 envelopes to all members monthly except those enrolled in Simply 
 Giving starting in 2009.  
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Nominees to start serving on the council effective January 2009, were 
discussed.  Pastor will contact these people and see if they are interested. 
New Business: 
Bill Zielke will be getting quotes for snow plowing for this season. 
  
Lord’s Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:54 p.m. 
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Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
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With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
o The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
o Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
o Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
o Epson Cartridges cannot be recycled 
o  

�����������������!�
 
The Christmas Card Box is in the narthex; if you desire to save postage, just 
place the cards for St. John’s members, and they will be sorted and placed on a 
table for pick-up.  You might think about adding the postage to your offering.   
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Mark your calendar for Saturday, 

December 6th for St. John’s Annual 
Holiday Craft Fair, make out your 
Christmas list, and tell  you friends! 

The Craft Fair will run from 8:30 AM 
to 4:00 PM, with a great lunch being served.  

Table space is limited, so reserve yours 
early! 
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Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
7854 Forest Lawn Rd 
Three Oaks, Mi 49128 

 Dorothy Zielke 
288 Peace Blvd 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

 
Elsie Lemon 
The Willows 
3440 Niles Rd 
St. Joseph, Mi 49085 

  

   
 
Let us pray: Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years 

have brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 

keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 
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1 Thomas Drew 18 Sam Schultz 
 Tim Sieler 21 Donna Scaravelli 
 Jeanne Spitzke  Dorothy Spitzke 

5 Kristi Fleisher 23 Eldon Nitz 
6 Sue Babcock 26 Jonathan Belanger 
 Kristin Brueck  Lois Nitz 

7 Laura Kettle  Tamara Nitz 
 Chet Nitz  Ruth Schulz 

9 Amber Fleisher 29 Debbie Sieler 
10 Rebekah Bingham  Ileen Tollas 
11 Scott Woodrick 30 Shelby Sieler 
15 Ginger Nitz 31 Joyce Skiver 
16 Brian Ford   

 Elaine Starbuck   
 

If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church 
office so that we can correct the records: 422-1449 
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“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast” Ephesians 

2:8-9 
Salvation is the Christmas gift of God; we neither deserve it nor can we earn it. 
God gave it out of love for us. John 3:16 Jesus came to be our Savior while we 
were still sinners. Romans 5:8 Because Christ first loved us, we will want to give 
our gift of time, talents, and treasures in love and thankfulness to Him to help 
build and strengthen the members of the household of faith and to share the 
message of salvation with the whole world. 

 

��
���������������������
�����

If you are purchasing gift cards this holiday season, please consider ordering 
Scrip Cards.  When purchasing Scrip Cards through St. John’s, you pay the 
same amount as if you purchased them directly from the vendor.  It is more 
convenient, and the church makes a profit because the vendors offer us 
discounts and rebates.  You may pick up a Scrip order form from the table in 
the narthex or see Dana Ford or John Boos.  The order form only lists a portion 
of the total vendors available.  A complete vendor listing can be found on the 
rolling message board in the narthex or can be viewed by going online at 
www.glscrip.com.   If you haven’t tried Scrip before, please do so this 
holiday.  Thank you for your support of the Scrip program!  
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Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed, contact any Altar 

member for assistance. (Kristi Fleisher  426-3862)      
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1    World AIDS Day 
 On this World AIDS Day, pray for all people affected by HIV/AIDS, and 

for Dr. Mamy Ranaivoson, coordinating Lutheran AIDS ministries on the 
continent of Africa.  Pray that his family will be sustained during his long 
absences from home and that the ministries he supports will continue to be 
successful.  

2      Abolition of Slavery 
 Today we pray for all leaders in the church, both lay and ordained -- those 

serving in local congregations, synods, and at the churchwide offices -- 
that they will continue to be prophetic voices for justice in their 
communities and in the world. 

3      Day of Disabled Persons 
 Give thanks for the Rev. Lisa T. Cleaver and her caring service as director 

for Disability and Deaf Ministries in the ELCA.  She also works with the 
Definitely Abled Advisory Committee (DAC), a group that represents 
youth with physical and mental disabilities in the ELCA. 

4     Give thanks for the witness of Anne and Willie Langdji in rural Linguere, 
Senegal, as they assist people in growing income-generating crops to feed 
cattle.  The feed helps improve the stock, which increasess milk 
production, producing income for women and providing nutrition during 
the dry season. 

5  Pray for the members of the ELCA Task Force on Criminal Justice as they 
meet December 5 and 6 for the first time to begin the journey toward an 
ELCA social statement on criminal justice.  Pray for guidance by the Holy 
Spirit, understanding of the needs of society, and collegiality among the 
members. 
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6    Ask the Holy Spirit to guide the participants in the December 7 meeting of 
the Amherst Cluster of congregations in New York.  The cluster, Amherst, 
Ascension, Cleveland Hill, and St. James congregations, will hold their 
first vote on consolidating to share the love of Christ in their community 
more effectively.  

7  2nd Sunday of Advent 
 God of the nations, we entrust to you the countries of Cape Verde, the 

Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, and Senegal.  Give hope where hope is 
lacking, strength where there is weakness, and faith where it is sought. 

8   Ask God’s blessing on Armenian Evangelical Church of Las Vegas.    
 Samuel Aguilian is the developer of this ministry, reaching out to the 

growing unchurched Armenian population.   
9   Give thanks for the 28 ELCA members who volunteered for three to 11 

months through the ELCA Global Mission Volunteer program in 2008.  
Thank God for the generosity of these teachers, medical trainers, financial 
consultants and pastors.  

10   International Human Rights Day 
 Please pray that the Church may champion the rights of the powerless, and 

pray for Louise Arbour, the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
her staff in Geneva, New York City and around the world, and for all who 
are committed to the inherent dignity of all members of the human family.  

11  Pray for Pastor Stephen Deal, who assists the ELCA in its accompaniment 
of churches throughout Central America.  Pray for Martha Giron, Steve’s 
spouse, as she helps the Costa Rican Lutheran Church teach women arts 
and crafts and sewing so they can generate   income for their families. 

12  Thank God for the energy, passion for the gospel, and commitment to 
outreach of mission developer Bradley Highum and the dedicated group 
growing New Life Lutheran Mission, Dripping Springs, Texas.    

 This congregation under development just south of Austin is an 
“offspring” of Church of the Resurrection, Wimberley. 

13  Thank God for Bob Kasworm, serving the Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
Center in Moshi, Tanzania.  He is strengthening health care delivery by 
creating strategic alliances between Tanzanian and U.S. - based health 
providers. 

14    3rd Sunday of Advent 
 We pray, O God, for the people of Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, and Togo. Give 

strength especially to the churches as they witness to your peace and joy in 
the midst of great challenges and changes in their countries. 

15   Pray for the African immigrants who have found a home at New African 
Lutheran Community Church in Tampa, Florida. Led by developer 
Michael Birra, himself a refugee from Ethiopia, this ELCA congregation 
under development seeks to welcome, train, equip, and then send each 
other into the world with the saying Nagaadhaan Dhaqi: Go in peace. 
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16   As a people of God, we pray for all of the children in the world, that they 
may be fed and nourished in body and soul through us.  Today, remember 
congregational food pantries, such as the one at Peace Lutheran Church, 
Rogers, Ark., which serves 300 families every month, and has done so for 
10 years.  

17   Thank God for Elizabeth McHan, seminarian from Wartburg Theological 
Seminary, as she serves with the American Lutheran Congregation in 
Oslo, Norway, during her internship year, finding opportunities to engage 
another culture and receive the gifts of our partners in ministry.  

18  International Migrants Day 
 Lift up in prayer the new Asian studies program in Monterey Park, Calif., 

and the 12 Asian leaders in this program who gather at Faith Lutheran 
Church to responded joyfully to God’s call to serve in mission work 
through the ELCA. 

19  Praise God for the ministry of presence that Young Adults in Global 
Mission (YAGM) provide throughout the world.  Today, ask God to bless 
Meredith Harber, Paul Kacynski, Kendra Kintzi, Chelsea Mathis, Nicole 
Schmidt, and Marta Spangler, young adults serving in Israel/Palestine. 

20   Thank God for the Lutheran Church of Framingham, Mass., and its 50 
years of ministry, and for its generosity in celebrating its anniversary by 
sharing resources with the New England Synod’s newest congregation, 
Immanuel Indonesian Lutheran Church of Newington, N.H. 

21   4th Sunday of Advent 
 Gracious God, look with favor upon the churches in Ghana and Nigeria, 

that, in the midst of great challenges of witnessing to your mercy, they 
may find strength and nourishment in your Word. 

22   Lift up Lutheran ethicists who teach at Lutheran and other colleges, 
universities, and seminaries as they hold their annual meeting in January in 
Chicago.  Pray that God may grant them insight, wisdom, and a sense of 
renewal to their calling, and for Professor Ted Peters of Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, one of the presenters. 

23  Pray for all of the young men and women who are away from home, 
family and friends, for our brothers and sisters who are serving in the 
military in distant lands, for college and seminary students not able to be 
home, and for missionaries overseas, that during this season filled with 
hope, anticipation, and joy they may hear and feel God’s loving embrace.  
Pray also for forgotten brothers and sisters -- the homeless and hungry and 
those in prisons -- that they be filled with the hope that God offers to all 
and that their lives be transformed by the loving Christ. 

24    Christmas Eve 
 As we give thanks for the gift of God’s Son, the children of missionary 

families who live, learn and grow in their faith in a variety of settings 
around the world, many times away from their parents and siblings. 
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25    Nativity of Our Lord 
 On this anniversary of the birth of our Lord Jesus, give thanks for Myranda 

Strickland who, as foster care and Unaccompanied Minor Program 
supervisor, works to provide overseas adoption services for families in the 
United States through Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital 
Area in Washington, D.C. 

26   Ask God to bless Iglesia San Esteban Martir (St. Stephen the Martyr 
Lutheran Church), committed to the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to all people in the Carpentersville, Ill., area, as they enter a 
partnership with Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Elgin, Ill., to establish a new 
site for worship in Elgin. 

27    Pray for the ministry of Paula Powell, who serves with the Lutheran 
Communion in South Africa (LUCSA), a regional group with member 
churches in Angola, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe.  LUCSA’s office is located in Johannesburg,  South 
Africa.  

28  1st Sunday of Christmas 
 Almighty God, give to all your people the love of peace, and guide the 

leaders of all nations so that your kingdom will go forth in peace and the 
earth will be filled with your love. 

29   Pray for new campus pastors and ministers who are beginning their service 
on college campuses across the country, that they be faithful witnesses to 
the Gospel, so that young adults, faculty and staff are invited into the 
community that bears Christ’s name. 

30  Pray for Pastor Philip and Lou-Marie Knutson and family, who serve with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa.  Philip works as a 
resource person, advisor and trainer for the church’s Christian education 
program and serves ELCA Global Mission as regional program assistant 
for Southern Africa. 

31   Give thanks for the leadership of Lutheran Student Movement as members 
meet in Chicago for the National Gathering of College and University 
students and the Lutheran Student Movement. The theme is  Transformed 
to Reach Out!   
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Thank you to all of you who donated food for the Thanksgiving baskets.  Your 
generosity provided a Thanksgiving meal complete with a turkey and all the sides 
to four less fortunate families.  In addition to the food, we received a very generous 
donation to provide games, books and project supplies to the children in these 
families. Special thanks to Karen and Dale Jasper, and the National Wild Turkey 
Federation for the gift of six frozen turkeys to be given to hungry families at 
Thanksgiving or Christmas. God bless you for your compassion! 
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QUESTION:   I am growing more and more unhappy in my marriage, and I’m 
not really sure why.  Nothing really bad has happened and my husband and I 
get along okay, but my feelings for him just seem to be slipping away.  We’ve 
been more or less happy over our 20 years together, but it just doesn’t feel the 
same.  We both work so we have enough money, but sometimes I feel like I’m 
carrying the whole load of the marriage and the household.  Do you have any 
suggestions? 
 
ANSWER:  Yours is a familiar refrain I have heard from many women over 
my years as a counselor. There is something that seems to surface in wives at 
around the 15-20 year mark in marriages that creates the very thing you write 
about.  The marriage is basically solid without the usual conflict over money 
and infidelity that trouble many marriages, but, to quote the old Gordon 
Lightfoot (I told you it was old!) song If You Could Read My Mind: “I don’t 
know where we went wrong, but the feeling’s gone and I just can’t get it back.”  
Although every situation is different, I have formed some opinions over the 
years about “where we went wrong.”  Perhaps some of them will speak to you 
and your marriage. 
When I dig into these particular unhappy marriages,  I usually find that much of 
the problem centers around the issue of dependence. I know most people think 
they know all about dependence, and even its “sister,” co-dependence, but there 
is much more to them than meets the eye.   
Certainly women can be dependent, but the pairing I usually see that leads to 
the dilemma you are in involves a dependent husband and a co-dependent wife.  
Simply put, it is a wife who takes care of her husband too much, and a husband 
who lets her.  Over the years, the wife tires of “carrying the whole load,” and 
the feelings start to erode.  Since there is usually very little conflict about all 
this, the husband thinks things are fine until he finds that “Dear John” letter on 
the kitchen table. I’m glad you have written me before you wrote that one!  
There may be some mid-course corrections you and your husband can make to 
stop the erosion and rekindle your feelings.  It will help immensely if your 
husband decides to become a willing partner in exploring these issues with you, 
but there may be some things you can do within yourself even if he cannot 
acknowledge his need to work on the marriage (which dependent males, who 
think the last thing they are is dependent, have trouble doing). 
It might open all four of your and your husband’s eyes to each make a list I am 
about to suggest.  Your list needs to be “Things I Do for my Husband that He 
Could Do Himself.”  His list needs to be “Things My Wife Does that I Could 
Do Myself.”  We guys are very good at laying back and “letting” (which = 
depending upon) our wives get to things before we do.  It is just too easy for us 
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to depend on our wives to do anything from household chores, to childcare 
(fathers, it’s not “babysitting” if it’s your kid), to paying that bill, to calling the 
repairman, to running the errands, etc, etc, etc.  As the years slip by with this 
kind of imbalance, wives like you begin to grow weary.  If you and your 
husband can share these two lists and have a productive conversation about 
them, then perhaps some of your weariness can begin to lift. 
Those more concrete and visible forms of dependence are relatively easy to 
identify and resolve with two willing partners.  The more difficult burden many 
wives bear is that of emotional dependency.   This is a more difficult concept to 
describe, but it is as if one spouse is carrying the emotional weight of the other 
on their own emotional backs.  If you can picture giving your husband a piggy-
back ride through life, you can begin to get the picture.  
Emotional dependence means an excessive dependence on someone else to 
bolster self-esteem.  It means, in this case, the husband needs his wife to be a 
certain way, look a certain way and behave in ways that make him feel good 
about himself.  Some of this, of course is normal and natural, but when it 
becomes excessive, well, to paraphrase another old song, “he is heavy because 
he’s my husband!”  The darker underside of all this is blame, emotional and 
even physical abuse when the dependent one becomes guilty or enraged.  If you 
are dealing with this kind of dependence in your marriage, there is no easy fix.  
It is probably time to get some professional counseling to straighten out that 
tangled web.   
Well, it appears I have used all my space to talk about dependence.  The other 
side of the coin, co-dependence, may be more your personal issue.  Perhaps I 
can address that next time around.  In the meantime, I wish you well in finding 
your way back to a loving marriage. 
 
Questions may be sent to the Samaritan Counseling Center, 1850 Colfax 
Ave., Benton Harbor, MI 49022, faxed to (269) 926  
6780, or emailed to info@samcounseling.org Glenn Chapman, a counselor 
at the Center, answered today’s question.� 
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We are once again partnering with the “We Can Make 
a Difference” agency in Benton Harbor to bring some 
Christmas joy to 2 needy families.  The Angel Tree is 
set-up in the narthex and is covered with holiday gift 
wishes for these families. If you are interested in 
participating, please take a paper angel from the tree.  

Once you remove an angel, you may replace it with an ornament or add a 
personalized greeting to a paper star and hang it on the tree so that when the 
angels are gone, the tree will be decorated. 
 
Please bring the UNWRAPPED GIFTS WITH THE PAPER ANGEL 
ATTACHED to church no later than Dec. 14th.  The agency likes to have the 
parents/guardians of the children wrap the gifts so that they feel a part of the 
gift giving.  The agency will wrap the gifts that are purchased for the parents.  
However, if you would like to provide a gift bag, gift box, wrapping paper, 
tape, bows, nametags, etc., that would be very much appreciated.  If you have 
any questions, see Dana Ford or John Boos.  Thank you for your generosity this 
Christmas season! 
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Sister Rita from the Catholic Community Center, where we deliver our food 
gifts, informed us that the food pantry must pay for the brown paper bags that 
they use to distribute food.  If your grocery store offers a choice of paper or 
plastic bags, please consider requesting paper and donating them to the food 
pantry.  The more bags that are donated, the more money they will have 
available to purchase food for the needy.  You can drop your paper bags in the 
food collection baskets in the entrance way.  Thank you! 
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Advent Suppers – December 3rd, 10th, 17th @ 5:30 PM 
Followed by Advent Services at 7:00PM 

Sunday, December 14th 
Children’s Christmas Program @ 6:30 PM 

Sunday, December 21st 
Confirmation Class Christmas Party @ 5:00 PM 

Sunday, December 21st – 9:00 AM 
December 24th, Christmas Eve Service – 7:00 PM 
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Hello! My name is Debbie Bell and I am the teacher for Hickory Creek 
Learning Center. I have three children, Autumn, who is a graduate student at 
Western Michigan University, Noah and his wife Tammy, who presented me 
with a beautiful granddaughter, Anna, on September 21st, and Zeke, who is in 
the 8th grade at Reed Middle School. 
I have been a serving the students and parents of Hickory Creek Learning 
Center for over twenty years, and I have loved most every minute of my time 
here.  
I have always wanted to work with young children and give them the 
confidence to succeed in life. They are truly God’s special blessings!  
I would like to wish everyone at St. John’s a very Merry Christmas! 
 

May God grant you the light in Christmas, 
Which is faith; 

The warmth of Christmas, 
Which is love . . . , 

And the all of Christmas, which is Christ! 
Wilda English 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“[She] who does it for the least of these does it to me.” Matt 25:40 
 



 
Living By Grace . . . Growing In Faith! 

20 

�
��������������
����
����
�������������
���������	������
�������������������� �������
�  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��������� ����
���
���0��$1-��(&--(2��&'3/%$)2�����04�5�

4��50��55���67�
 

��
�
���8���������	���
������
����
������
��������� ���������
�
��
���
�����
��������
������������
����
���

�
��������
������
���������
���������
�����
��������� 
���2�

������
�2�������2������
�2�����
����
������

���
 

�
�*+&��+..-(')�',�$�������9��&')/�:*+&�;+..-(')�(*�� -$<=,'3-����
���$)3�

&-<-'>-�$�?&--�,%$..�/*+&%-(�<*??--�@'(=�����A+&<=$,-9���
 

 
 


