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Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 
Fax: 1-269-422-6026 

¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  
 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 
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Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM 
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Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 

Parsonage: 422-1444 
Cellular Phone: 313-1449 
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Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318 
Pattie Neal, Trustee:  422-1827 Council Rep to HCLC 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
David Risetter, Trustee: 422-2082 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
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Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892  
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Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 426-3862 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Dana Ford 556-1174/John Boos 465-6697  
Finance: Steve Nitz 927-9708 
Hickory Creek Learning Center:  
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers:  
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Dear Parish Family,  
 
I was asked to be the keynote speaker for the Harbor 
Habitat for Humanity Thank-You dinner for all of the 
workers that helped build the three homes this spring and 
summer. Knowing that most of you would, unfortunately, 
not be attending the dinner, I thought that I would share 

excerpts from the speech.  
I fussed with the concept that we are blessed to be a blessing to others as my 
theme, because that is precisely what Habitat for Humanity is all about. God 
gives, we receive, so that we can give.  
But I find it interesting that in giving, we receive even more than we give. We 
have Jesus’ word on that, he said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Acts 20:35 God is a loving and giving God. “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.” John 3: 16 Through His Word and Sacraments, God provides us 
with: 
·  His grace that gives us this life and life eternal 
·  His love that didn’t spare His only Son 
·  His forgiveness 
·  His victory over sin and death 
In spite of our unworthiness and our sinful nature, God blesses us physically 
and spiritually. He promises never to leave us or forsake us. Hebrews 13:5 He loves 
us unconditionally. God gives and keeps on giving. Because Jesus gives us His 
love, grace, and goodness, we are enabled to be loving and giving people. And 
the formula is simple; We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4: 19 
God’s Word clearly directs us to use the blessings we receive from Him for the 
blessing of others. Yes, we are blessed to be a blessing. In Christ’s name, we 
are to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, and help the sick. 
Matthew 25:35-36 God blesses us not only to take care of our needs; He blesses us so 
that we can use what we receive to bless others.  
Paul wrote “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6: 10 “You will 
be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11 
The wonderful thing is that, as God blesses us to bless others, we are blessed 
again. When we give faithfully and generously, we will hear God’s words, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” Matthew 25:21 As people who are a blessing 
to others, we will enjoy intimate fellowship with our Father and His Son, Jesus. 
Is there any greater blessing than this? 
I am already thinking about next year’s building project; I will be there and I 
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hope to be working alongside more of you as we share our blessings with others 
who share their blessings with others, also! 
These truly are good times for blessing others, for being alive, and being filled 
with generosity in Baroda!  

 
 

Pastor Ken 
 

����������
���
��	���
��
��
  
THE FAMILY OF GOD by William Gaither 
 
You will notice we say “brother and sister” ‘round here 
It’s because we’re a family and these folks are so near; 
When one has a heartache we all share the tears, 
And rejoice in each victory 
In this family so dear. 
 
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God 
I’ve been washed in the fountain, 
Cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I’m part of the family, the family of God. 
 
From the door of an orphanage to the house of the King 
No longer an outcast, a new song I sing. 
From rags unto riches from the weak to the strong 
I’m not worthy to be here, 
But, praise God, I belong! 
 
I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God 
I’ve been washed in the fountain, 
Cleansed by His blood! 
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 
For I’m part of the family, the family of God. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 

 
Council President 
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Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 
fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love. 
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 Offerings $18,359.21  Offerings $103,798.56 
 Expenses $15,081.51  Expenses $109,121.17 
 Variance $3,277.70 Variance ($5,322.61) 
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Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
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If you are planning a meeting or event, or need to cancel or change the 

date of a meeting or event – please call the church office 422-1449 with the 
details, or make a note on the calendar posted on the wall of the fireplace room.  
This will not only help to let others know what meetings are scheduled, but will 
also ensure that the most complete and current information is used when events 
are published in the bulletin and Grapevine.  Thank you.  
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Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
11938 Coveney Road 
Buchanan, MI 49107 

 Paul & Dorothy Zielke 
1397 Lemon Creek Road 
Box 103 
Baroda, MI  49101 

Elsie Lemon 
221 E. Snow Road 
Baroda, Mi 49101 

  

   
 
Let us pray: Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years 

have brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

 
We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 

keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 
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2 Caden Day 19 Rita Nitz 
 Lauren Risetter  Donna Tober 

3 Chester Mischke 21 Marcy Blesy 
5 Matthew Tollas  Guy Tollas 
7 Vern Nitz 22 Clifford Rosentreter 
 Bill Zielke 23 Lisa Fleisher 

8 Joshua Deutscher  Zachary Nitz 
14 Charles Getz 24 Mary Nitz 

 Val Nitz  Max Nitz 
 Angel Nitz-Leicht 31 Ricky Nitz 

16 Deborah Barker   
18 Cindy Drew   

    
 

If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church 
office so that we can correct the records: 422-1449 
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With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
o The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
o Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
o Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
o Epson Cartridges cannot be recycled 
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J. Hudson Taylor wrote, “God’s work done in God’s way will never lack 
God’s supply.” The message from this statement is that God has given His 
people all the material and spiritual resources needed to accomplish His 
purposes. When we do God’s will, He will supply, through us, all the resources 
that are needed for His Church. 2 Corinthians 9: 10-11 He wants us to be His channels 
through which the gifts needed for His work will flow. By God’s grace, we can 
be faithful stewards who willingly share our gifts for God’s work. 
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Our family wishes to thank you for all the beautiful cards and your many kind 
words and prayers at the loss of my brother, Tom Higgins. Tom was an 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), volunteer fireman, and fire safety 
clown affectionately named “Elmer Elbows” in Sebring, Florida. He was also a 
Vietnam Veteran and will be interned at the new National Cemetery in 
Sarasota, Florida later this year. Also, some generous heart went to the 
Doghouse and put $100 against our bill for PJ while we were away. We don’t 
have any idea who did it, but we will be forever grateful. 
 
Sue Babcock 
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Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed, contact any Altar 

member for assistance. (Kristi Fleisher  426-3862)      
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Thanks to everyone who came to give your gifts of blood to the Michigan 
Community Blood Centers. Ten pints of blood were collected from twelve 
caring persons. They were: Myron Brunke, Kristie Fleisher, Matt Fleisher, 
Scott Fleisher, Dana Ford, Alyssa Fox, Charles Fox., Connie Fox, 
Kimberly Fox, Pattie Neal, Edward Smith, and Bill Zielke. Their gifts will 
help thirty to forty ill or injured persons in need of it. 
Thanks to Marilyn & Charles Elston  for providing delicious brownies for the 
donors to snack on after they donated. Thanks to Dana Ford, Val & Chet 
Nitz, and Alice Schinkel for serving drinks and snacks to the donors and to 
John Boos, Dana Ford and Val & Chet Nitz  for helping to set up and clean 
up. 
The next blood drive is scheduled for Wednesday, September 10, from three to 
seven pm. Every one who tries to donate on that day will receive a tee shirt 
from the Michigan Community Blood Centers. 
The next blood drive may be the last one at St. John’s as the Michigan 
Community Blood Centers policy requires that a minimum of fifteen pints of 
blood be collected at a site.  
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Thanks to all of you who donated food and toiletries to the food pantry at the 
Catholic Community Center. We filled up two vehicles with your gifts, making 
it one of the biggest loads we have ever delivered. Thanks to John Boos, Dana, 
Brian, Eric and Steven Ford, and Mary Jo Risetter for their help in the 
delivery of your gifts. 
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1   Pray for the Ministry in Chaplaincy Pastoral Counseling and Clinical   
 Education (MCPCCE) program of the ELCA as it begins a new model   
 of operation, that this ministry will flourish in a respectful working   
 relationship with the other ministries of the church. 
2    Please pray for ELCA Disaster Response and all people in the synods   
 who are dealing with personal trauma and loss as they seek to minister   
 to others in their communities:  Indiana-Kentucky. South Central of   
 Wisconsin, La Crosse Area, Northeastern Iowa, Southeastern Iowa,   
 Western Iowa, Greater Milwaukee, Central States, Central Southern   
 Illinois, Southeastern Minnesota, W Virginia-W Maryland, 
 Southeastern, and Arkansas-Oklahoma. 
3   12th Sunday After Pentecost 
 We pray for the people of Canada and the United States of America: for 
 the young and old; for women and men; for the hungry, the poor, the   
 broken and unloved, and for those who live with plenty; for those   
 hurting and those who heal; for those who live without hope and those   
 who bring meaning to life; we ask that your mercy and loving-kindness 
 may abound. 
4   Request God’s blessing and guidance for Pastor Lori Ruge-Jones and   
 Living Word Lutheran Church, a new ministry in Buda, Texas.  After   
 several years of struggle, this congregation is finding its voice and   
 following Jesus into the rapidly growing mission field around them. 
5    Ask God to help every congregation in the ELCA make a commitment   
 to eliminate the barriers and burdens for each disabled person, 
 remembering that each is made in the image of God, and that people   
 with disabilities are assets.  Ask God to use the gifts of all disabled   
 people in every ELCA congregation in creative ways. 
6    Remember in prayer Christie Hanson and Pastor Eric Anspach-Hanson, 
 serving the English-speaking congregation at Tokyo Lutheran Church,   
 a congregation of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church (JELC).    
 Christie and Eric are also involved in JELC youth programs in the area.  
7  Pray for the Rev. Bradn and Natalja Buerkle.  Bradn is a professor at   
 Novosaratovka Seminary in St. Petersburg, Russia, teaching church   
 history and directing contextual education for pastors.   
8   Thank God for the commitment of Pastor Nancy Windels and the   
 people of Normandale Lutheran Church, Normandale, Minn., to the   
 faith development of the “little ones.”  May God bless their use of   
 “Faith Imprints” as they minister with children birth through age three. 
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9  International Day of the World’s Indigenous People  
 Pray for the new mission personnel who are being deployed this 
 summer to many corners of the world, to work with people of 
 indigenous cultures.  Give thanks for their service to Christ’s Church   
 and their devotion to mission in God’s world. 
10        13th Sunday After Pentecost 
 God of creation, we thank you for the awesome beauty of the land and   
 sea in Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia, for the rich diversity of   
 people, and for your sons and daughters who seek to live your will. 
11   Rejoice with the Rev. Dana Nelson and Thomas Ososki as they walk   
 with our brothers and sisters in Peru.  They serve the Cristo Rey 
 Lutheran Congregation in Lima, Peru, working through Word and   
 Sacrament ministry in new mission starts, as well as assisting the   
 Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Peruana in mission strategy. 
12         International Youth Day  
 Hold in prayer Lutheran Services in Florida.  Pray especially for the   
 Second Chance Housing Program.  Ask God to watch over foster care   
 youth as they transition into stable housing. 
13    Pray for the Rev. Heidi Torgerson, who facilitates immersion 
 experiences for ELCA members at the Lutheran Center in Mexico City   
 and coordinates the Young Adults in a Global Mission program.  Lift 
up   
 in prayer her ministry of sharing the faith, strength, dignity, and culture   
 of Mexicans with ELCA members, particularly as she visits 
 congregations this summer.   
14   Praise God for ELCA congregations that utilize their gifts to start   
 others.  Desert Cross Lutheran Church in Tempe, Ariz., using the   
 “Churches Starting Churches” model, is starting a second site in nearby 
 Gilbert.  Pray that they will be able to build a strong community 
 focused on Christ. 
15         Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
 Thank God for the opportunities to serve through public ministry; ask   
 that new candidates who are beginning to venture into theological   
 education be blessed with spirits of curiosity, wonder and awe as they   
 encounter God’s Word in their studies and communities. 
16     Give thanks for Jean Wahlstrom and Marv Kananen, who serve in 

Tanzania. Jean is a Christian education developer and pastoral 
counselor at the MaaSae Girls Lutheran Secondary School and Marv 
teaches at Moringe Sokoine Secondary School in Monduli. 

17    14th Sunday After Pentecost 
 We thank you, O God, for the people of the Pacific Island nations and   
 Papua New Guinea, whose vibrant faith gives reason to celebrate your   
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 goodness.  We thank you for the many gifts of the Evangelical 
 Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea and its historic relationship   
 with the ELCA. 
18   Give thanks for the teaching ministry of Sister Ruth Ellen Rebelein at   
 Senior Flierl Seminary near Finschhafen, Papua New Guinea.  Sister   
 Ruth engages students and teaching colleagues in Bible study and   
 prayer.  Pray also for the students and faculty as they learn and witness   
 God’s love together. 
19       Pray that the contemporary worship service being developed at New 

Life Lutheran Church, New Tripoli, Pa., will offer an invitation and a 
blessing for the growing population in northwestern Lehigh County.    

 Ask God’s direction as Pastor Scott Lingenfelter and Josh Ferris,   
 director of alternative worship, youth and young adult ministries,   
 enable members and visitors to praise the Holy Trinity in new ways. 
20         Ask God for guidance for all board members of the 275 ELCA-   
 affiliated Lutheran social ministry organizations, that their decisions   
 will be wise and compassionate on behalf of all people in need. 
21 Pray for The Rev. Abraham Allende, pastor of Iglesia Luterana La   
 Trinidad, Canton, Ohio, as he reaches out to Latino people at another   
 site.  Offering Bible study and counseling in partnership with Augsburg 
 Lutheran Church, Orrville, and the Immigrant Worker’s Project of the   
 Roman Catholic Diocese, he is inviting people into active relationships   
 with Jesus Christ. 
22   Pray for the staff of Phebe Hospital and School of Nursing in Liberia,   
 including administrator John Lunn.  Give thanks for the revitalization   
 of health care ministries, and for the opportunity for ELCA 
 congregations to hear the story of these ministries during John’s home   
 assignment this summer.  In September of 2008 he will also spend time 
 at Christian Medical College in Vellore, India. 
23   International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its   
 Abolition.  This year is the 201st anniversary of the abolition of the   
 slave trade in the United States, but the work of justice and mercy   
 continues: 27 million men, women, and children are still enslaved   
 around the globe.  Please pray for the people who work tirelessly to   
 help free them from their enslavement. 
24  15th Sunday After Pentecost 
 God of grace, look with favor on the people and churches of Estonia,   
 Latvia and Lithuania as they face new challenges and hope.  We thank   
 you for the links in faith and witness that emerge in the companion   
 relationship between the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
 ELCA Delaware-Maryland Synod, and for the mission zeal that 
 emerges from the strong companion relationship between the 
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 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania and the ELCA Grand 
 Canyon Synod. 
25  Pastor Devin Strong of Abundant Life Lutheran Church, Braselton,   
 Georgia, a new ministry of the ELCA, requests your prayers:  “For a   
 fresh wind of the Holy Spirit to blow through our congregation, 
 bringing new energy and a renewed commitment to members, hearts   
 and minds for evangelism and servanthood to our leadership team, and   
 for me, pastor of the congregation, that I might be courageous when   
 necessary, gentle when needed, and wise and faithful always.” 
26         Pray for the Rev. David and Carla Schick, who serve the Bratislava   
 International Church in Bratislava, Slovakia.  Carla is also librarian at   
 the seminary and David teaches at the Evanjelicke Lyceum.  Ask God   
 to bless their time in the United States this summer as they share stories 
 of their work with ELCA congregations.  
27         Pray for the leaders of this Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as   
 they continue to seek, teach and nurture future leaders.  May they not   
 overlook the potential of all people as they discern various vocations   
 with the support and guidance of the church. 
28   Thank God for the commitments of new mission developers Brian   
 Spahr (Indian Trail, N.C.) and Tim Smith (North Liberty, Iowa) to   
 make Christ known by starting new congregations of the ELCA.  May   
 God surround them with all the gifts necessary to develop evangelizing   
 congregations that help people become disciples for Jesus Christ. 
29    On this third anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, offer prayers of 
 thanksgiving for the thousands of volunteers who have given their time   
 in the rebuilding efforts and pray that God will continue to inspire   
 people to help.  Pray also for those families who still have no way to   
 return home. 
30        Give thanks for the dedicated service of mission personnel in Namibia,   
 Rebecca Duerst and David Sensenig.  Rebecca teaches science at the   
 Oshigambo High School in Ondangwa, Namibia; and David teaches   
 English at Martin Luther High School in Omaruru, Namibia.   
31   16th Sunday After Pentecost 
 We thank you, O God, for the churches in the Czech Republic, Poland   
 and Slovakia; for the Christian education of children and young people; 
 for increased practice of Bible reading and prayer in homes, and for   
 perseverance in confessing the faith in changing environments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Celebrating God’s Love 

14 

�����������
���� �
 
The Village of Baroda continuing with its summer series of Music in the Park 
through August 24th. Bring your blanket or lawn chairs, sit back, and enjoy the 
music. Light snacks and beverages will be available for sale by St. John’s. 
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QUESTION: I have a 10-year-old daughter and I am becoming increasingly 
concerned about the impact the media is having on how she perceives her 
looks. It seems like everywhere you turn there are images of thin models or 
television shows about people trying to lose weight or having plastic surgery to 
improve their looks. I fear that my daughter will buy into the belief that she 
should be a certain weight and have specific physical features to be happy and 
attractive. I am noticing that she pays more attention to her appearance and 
have heard her make comments that she isn’t satisfied with her weight and has 
even asked to be put on a diet. She does not need to lose weight - she is at the 
low end of normal right now. I am at a loss as to how to help her deal with all 
of this. When I tell her she is perfect the way she is, she tells me that I have to 
say that because I’m her mother. How do I help her? 
 
ANSWER: I think that young girls have a difficult task developing a healthy 
sense of identity given all the conflicting messages they receive. So much 
emphasis seems to be placed on appearance that girls can easily conclude that 
their looks dictate who they are. 
It sounds like your daughter is beginning to be concerned about how she 
measures up and wisely is turning to you for advice. While her questions focus 
on weight and appearance, what she is trying to ask is ‘who am I’. To best help 
your daughter navigate the pressures to be thin and perfect, help her examine 
and strengthen her self-identity. 
Self-identity includes all aspects of self including strengths, emotions, interests, 
talents, goals, hopes, frustrations, relationships, etc. Talking about weight and 
appearance in the context of self-identity introduces the concept that physical 
attributes are only one component of what makes your daughter who she is. 
There are many ways you can help your daughter to strengthen her sense of self 
to facilitate a healthy body image. 
Encourage your daughter to participate in after school activities such as sports, 
art, music, structured children’s groups, etc. She is at a perfect age to explore 
her interests and develop new talents. Provide honest, positive reinforcement 
for her efforts. The goal is for her to feel proud of her efforts regardless of the 
outcome. Skills she develops will strengthen her self confidence and will enable 
her to believe she is capable of taking on new challenges. Extra-curricular 
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activities also expand the group of peers she interacts with which can promote 
new friendships. 
Create an atmosphere that encourages open communication at home. It may 
help to have a specific time planned to check in with one another. Often dinner 
time can fulfill this role, if that is part of your family’s routine. Let your 
daughter know that you are open to discuss any topics she feels she needs or 
wants to discuss, including how she feels about herself and her weight. Enlist 
her feelings about what she sees on TV or hears her peers say about weight and 
appearance. Provide honest, supportive feedback to the best of your ability. 
Share with her how you love her for who she is, not how she looks, providing 
her with examples of what you see in her that makes her special and unique. 
Take care of your body, and strive to have a healthy relationship with food. 
Your daughter closely observes what you say and do, and likely will take on 
many of your beliefs and habits about eating and appearance. Invite your 
daughter to help you prepare family meals. This provides the perfect 
opportunity to have conversations about making healthy nutritional choices. 
Help guide her to view food as something that provides the body with energy, 
how eating healthy can help her feel strong physically and emotionally. 
There are resources in the community and online that can offer tools for health 
and nutrition if you feel this would be helpful. 
Finally, ask your daughter to select a television show that she thinks promotes 
the idea that looks determine a persons self worth. Read or watch it together, 
seeking her thoughts and feeling about the messages she gains from it. Provide 
her with feedback, helping her examine the difference between internal and 
external beauty. Your willingness to take the time to see what she sees and hear 
her true feelings about this tells her how committed you are to her. You 
reinforce the bond and connection that will continue to give her strength as she 
tackles this issue. 
 
Best of luck! 
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To my church family at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Baroda, I greet you with 
all my love, respect, and thanks. 
My full name is John Oscar Severin Boos, born to Swedish immigrants in 
Chicago on October 25, 1930. I was baptized in the kitchen sink, by our 
Lutheran Pastor in December of that year, because I was near death from 
pneumonia. I was confirmed by that same Pastor in May of 1945.  Like some 
confirmed young persons, I “graduated” from church. 
I received my education, through high school, in Chicago Public Schools. I 
attended Augustana College for two years, a Lutheran college, now affiliated 
with the ELCA. Attending Augustana was a blessing for me because religious 
courses were required, in both the old and new testaments. Daily chapel 
attendance was required. This experience helped to build the foundation of my 
Christian faith. Later, I received bachelors and masters degrees in business from 
Indiana University, in South Bend. 
I was married to my dear wife Dorothy from June of 1950 until April of 1996, 
when she passed away from cancer. We had five children, nine grandchildren, 
and one, soon to be two, great grandchildren. 
I retired, as Material Manager, from Bendix, in 1993, after working there for 33 
years. 
I have been a member of St. John’s since 1965, and I have taught Sunday 
school, and served on the church council, and other committees. While serving 
on the council I have served as president, secretary, and memorial/benevolence 
treasurer. 
I am currently the co-chairperson, with Dana Ford and Mary Jo Risetter, of the 
Community Life Committee, the hardest working committee that I have ever 
served on. This active committee conducts five or six blood drives a year, the 
annual church rummage, the annual church pig roast/picnic, the Harvest of 
Joy/Market Day, the annual Arts & Crafts show, collects and delivers food to 
the food pantry on a near monthly basis, coordinates the scrip program, and 
serves cakes on Sunday mornings for special occasions. This year the first 
annual Valentines Prime Rib Dinner was held. The income raised from some of 
these activities has earned over $3,100 so far in 2008. 
I also serve with Dana Ford as co-captains of the church sponsored Relay for 
Life team, “St. John’s Holy Roadies,” to raise money for the American Cancer 
Society. This really great team has raised $9,592 for this worthy cause so far 
this year. 
I have a great deal of respect and love for the people on the committee and the 
team and for all the members of St. John’s and I thank you all for letting me be 
a part of your lives. 
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Thanks to twelve hard working “Noodlers,” 280 bags of homemade noodles 
were made to be available at the BARODAFEST, and at the HARVEST OF 
JOY, MARKET DAY, for a donation of $2.50 each, with the proceeds from 
BARODAFEST to be used for the organ fund, and the proceeds from the 
MARKET DAY to be used for LUTHERAN WORLD HUNGER. The dough 
was made from 125 pounds of flour, the egg yolks from 103 dozen eggs (1236 
eggs!), and water. The eggs and the flour were donated.  
Eleanor Maier kneaded all the dough, and Betty Maier shaped and pressed all 
the dough and the rest of the helpers cut the noodles and spread them to dry 
overnight, and then pack them in quart size bags in the morning. The process 
took almost two weeks to complete.  
The other helpers were: John Boos, Marilyn & Charles Elston, Dana Ford, 
Elaine and Bill Gavac, Barbara Kinnison, Val & Chet Nitz, and Donna 
Scaravelli.  God bless these people, they are surely St. John’s Angels. 
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“Faith, family, and friends” is the theme of our Youth Worship Service 
scheduled for Sunday, August 17th   at 9:00 am.  We will welcome guest 
speakers who will be preaching and sharing their talents with us.  You won’t 
want to miss it!  Everyone is invited; the annual church picnic and pig roast 
will begin at 11:30.  Enjoy a delicious meal, visit with friends, play some 
games, and take your shot at sinking your church friends in the dunk tank!  
Please bring a dish to pass and invite your friends and family!  It’s sure to be a 
fun day!  
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Our Relay for Life Carnival held on Saturday, June 7th was a remarkable 
success!  We raised $728!!  Thanks to the help of Beth Kroening and Larry 
Klug, Thrivent will be assisting our efforts with a $500 match bringing the 
total to $1,228 that will be donated to the American Cancer Society.  We could 
not have pulled this off without the help of the following devoted volunteers: 
Kressie and Annamarie Strohmeier, Eva Popadic, Mike Popadic, John 
Boos, Pattie Neal, her daughter, Becky, and her grandsons Tristen, Dustin 
and Austin, Karen, Bill, Joey and Kyle Zielke, Alice Schinkel, Donna 
Scaravelli, Donna, Amanda and Lexy Tober, Angela and Isabel Widdis, 
Kristin Webber, Gary, Brian, Eric and Steven Ford, and Annie Quinlan.  
Thank you also to all of you who came out and supported the carnival.  It was a 
very fun and rewarding experience! 
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We are delighted to announce that Mike Semenak and his family have joined 
St. John’s. Mike is the organizer and leader of the alternative Christian rock 
band known as Psalm 33:3. Psalm 33:3 reads: “Sing Him a new song, play 
skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.” They play many of their own new 
songs skillfully, loudly, and with dignity. The Band will be playing at the 
following locations (with more to be added later):  

August 24th  5:30 PM Old Mill Festival, Buchanan, MI 
September 6th 3-4:00 PM BarodaFest, Baroda, MI 
September 7th 9:30 AM St. Luke’s Lutherans Church, Stevensville, MI 
September 21st  12-2:00 PM Nappanee Apple Festival, Nappanee, IN 

We encourage and support their ministry of Christian music. 
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Thanks to all who participated in our 4th of July Fireworks celebration; what a 
great time! Through your generosity we were able to donate $500 to the fire 
department for next year’s fireworks.  
Psalm 33:3 was a great hit! They drew a large crowd and many requests for a 
repeat performance next year were heard. Be sure to catch them next year!  
Thanks to Pastor Ken & Sue, John Boos, Donna Ford, Donna Tober, Bill 
Zielke, Mike Castle, Christine O’Connell, things went smoothly. A special 
thanks to my family: David, Becky, Heather & Brandon, and the youth: Brian, 
Eric, Joey, Kyle, Tristan, Alex, Angel, Mandy, Lexy and the friends they 
brought with them. 
We had a great “Lock-In” after the fireworks, and the next Wednesday, we 
began planning our schedule for working the LECO picnic at Riverview Park. 
It was hot, sticky, and fun. Thanks to Karen Jasper for including us and helping 
us raise $600 for youth activities.  
We had a great year, so far, and we are already planning a Michigan Adventure 
camping and fun trip, haunted house adventure, the corn maze, and fall clean-
ups in the community and the church, The Gathering, and holiday activities are 
all still ahead, thanks to the generous support of the St. John’s Church family 
we have a growing and vibrant youth group.  God’s love and peace to all of 
you! 

Patty Neal 
Youth Program Director 

PS: We look forward to seeing you at the All Youth Worship Service and Pig 
Roast on August 17th! 
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