
 
Celebrating God’s Love 

1 

��� �  ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ��� �  
Church Office: 1-269-422-1449 

Fax: 1-269-422-6026 
¨  WEB Site: www.stjohnsbaroda.com  ̈  e-Mail: stjohnsbaroda@juno.com ¨  

 
“St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is building the Family of God 
through Word, Sacrament, Witness, Spirit, and Fellowship in order to 
strengthen and nourish each other and to be a Family in Christ for all 
people.” 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 
Worship & Praise: 9:00 AM 

Christian Education Classes: 10:30 AM 
 

YOUR  PASTOR 
 

Rev. Kenneth S. Babcock 
Parsonage: 422-1444 

Cellular Phone: 313-1449 
 

YOUR  2008 CHURCH  COUNCIL 
Sam Schultz, President: 429-7892, Council Rep to Worship & Music 
Rick Widdis, Vice President:  465-5370, Council Rep to Property Committee 
& Community Life 
Bill Gavac, Trustee: 426-8320 
Karen Jasper, Trustee: 429-5211 
Larry Klug, Trustee: 429-3318 
Pattie Neal, Trustee:  422-1827 Council Rep to HCLC 
Bruce Nitz, Trustee: 422-1170 Council Rep to Mission Endowment 
David Risetter, Trustee: 422-2082 
Karen Zielke, Trustee: 325-5680  
    *** 
Bonnie Hodge, Council Secretary: 465-5428 
Dean Driscoll, Treasurer: 428-9385 
 

YOUR  STAFF 
  
Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Hodge 465-5428 
Accounting Administrator:  Dean Driscoll 428-9385 
Music Director, Keyboard: Cindy Schroeder 422-2267 
Organist: Dennis Schultz 429-7892  
Hickory Creek Administrative Designee: Marcy Blesy 465-4441 
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COMMITTEE   CHAIRPERSONS 
 
Altar Guild:  Kristi Fleisher 426-3862 
Christian Education: Angela Widdis 465-5370 
Community Life: co-chairs; Mary Jo Risetter 422-2082/John Boos 465-6697  
Hickory Creek Learning Center: Marcy Blesy, Chairperson 465-4441 
Kitchen & Funeral:  Barb Kinnison 471-5568. 
Mission & Ministry Task Force:  Jill Sweebe 429-1875 
Mission Endowment Fund: Ken Nitz 422-2260 
Property & Grounds:  Bill Zielke 326-2323 
Ushers: Steve Brueck 930-0877 
 

A Special Thank You 
 

A special thank you to those of you who sent cards or flowers, memorials, 
those who gave words of care, and for those who traveled to Muskegon for my 
mother’s funeral; you are indeed a blessing to me and my family. 

Pastor Ken & Sue 
 
 

Thank You 
 

A warm thank you to Pastor Ken and to all the members of St. John’s who 
showed their support to the family of Ray Ott.  Also, thanks for the cards, 
flowers, memorials, those who helped with the beautiful luncheon and to Pattie 
Neal for all her care of Ray. 

The Family of Ray Ott 
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FROM YOUR PASTOR’S HEART 
 
Dear Parish Family,  

So, what’s the worry? Jesus knows our human nature; 
he knows we’re prone to worry. Maybe that’s why He 
cautioned us, “Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, 
and the body more important than clothes? Look at the 

birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who 
of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” Matthew 6:25-27 

In spite of these words that are both an admonition and an assurance, we 
Christians still tend to worry—a lot. Sometimes worry about the ability to 
provide for our families takes over our lives to such an extent that it guides our 
thoughts and actions. We put off giving to the Lord through our church - 
“temporarily,” we say - until we feel secure in our financial situations. Life, as 
you know, seems to throw one crisis after another at us, and, often, that 
financial security never comes. 

We have the same worry when it comes to serving. We complain that we 
just don’t have time. We work long hours, and then we have commitments to 
our families and ourselves. How can we go to meetings or make meals for a 
family whose mom is sick? 

Later, we say to God. Later, we say, when the college tuitions are paid and 
the kids are out of the house. Then we’ll have time and money. But then, after 
all that hard work, don’t I deserve to get away and take a nice, long cruise? 

We reap what we sow, we read in 2 Corinthians 9:6. What are you 
sowing? Proverbs 11: 18 reads, “He who sows righteousness reaps a sure 
reward” Matthew 6:19-21 records Jesus’ words, “Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on Earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where moth 
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
you treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Are we forgetting God’s promises or is it a lack of faith that keeps us stuck 
in this pattern of giving everything for our physical, worldly lives instead of 
storing up treasures in Heaven? Take God at His Word: give generously, serve 
without reward, take time to help others, and watch Him satisfy your every 
need. 

These truly are good times to be alive and filled with hope in Baroda!  
 

Pastor Ken 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
  
Our goal is to recognize the talents of all God's people to serve the mission of 
Jesus Christ both within St. John's and the larger community. 
In order to fulfill these goals there are 3 objectives we should meet.  They are: 
     1. To identify the gifts and talents in our community and match them with 

opportunities. 
     2. Promote and encourage the blessings of volunteerism. 
     3. Sensitize ourselves to the needs and opportunities for serving others. 
Meeting these objectives requires that we use our God given talents in God's 
service.  These talents may include time, talents, and/or treasures.  Sometimes 
people say that others have more to give and that they cannot do anything.  It is 
important to realize that ALL of talents are important.  If we can't take Pastor's 
place for a Sunday service, well, we can sing. If we can't sing, we can listen to 
people who need to talk about their problems.  Or, we can help a child.  Or, we 
can make a visitor feel welcome.  Or, we can ask a friend or neighbor to join us 
for church.  No single talent is more important than any another.  No one 
person can do everything; but together we can do a great deal. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 

 
Council President 
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THE MEMORIAL  FUND 
       
Memorial Fund Wish List (Alphabetical Order) 
 Approved Playground Equipment 

Baby Changing Tables for the lower level restrooms (2) 
College Scholarship Fund 
Confirmation Camp 
Wing Chairs for the Narthex (9) 
 

Memorial funds that money can be designated to: 
Anderson, Gloria Memorial Fund  
Bauer, Richard E. & Rick Memorial Fund  
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 
Elsass, Rev. Ned Memorial Fund (Mission Endowment) 
Hickory Creek Learning Center Fund 
Kaschube, Reinhold and William Memorial Fund  
Kinnison, Adrian (Ray) Memorial Fund  
Maier, Jacob Memorial Fund  
Mischke, E Memorial Fund  
Nitz, Gloria Memorial Fund (Playground) 
Pawlicke, Alvin Memorial Fund  
Rosentreter Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 
Shaffer, Justin Memorial 
Schulz, Sara Memorial (Organ Debt Reduction) 
Tober, David Memorial Fund  
Zordell, Leon Memorial Fund (Narthex Furniture) 

 
NEED  A  RIDE? 

 
Transportation is available for all of our worship services and 

fellowships. If you have trouble driving, are a shut-in, or whatever the 
circumstance, we want you to come and share in the joy and fellowship of 
worship at St. John’s! Transportation is available on an individual basis. Call 
the church office or Pastor Ken for details or to schedule a ride.  

Don’t let anything stop you; come, share, and celebrate God’s love. 
 

CURRENT FINANCIAL STATUS 
 

 MARCH YEAR TO DATE 
 Offerings $20,822.76  Offerings $45,542.88 
 Expenses $21,110.55  Expenses $47,919.91 
 Variance ($287.79)  Variance ($2,377.03) 
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HAVE YOU MOVED? DO YOU HAVE AN ‘ALTERNATE’ ADDRESS? 
 
If you have moved, please send us your new address.  Additionally, if you 

have an ‘alternate” address that you use at different times of the year, please let 
us know so that we can also put the information into our computer.  You can do 
this by calling 422-1449, dropping a note in the mail, or just leaving the 
information in the church office.  Thank you for helping to keep our records up 
to date. 

 
FURNITURE LOAN REQUESTS 

 
If you need to borrow church furniture and/or equipment, you must 

complete a Furniture Loan Request form.  You can either call the church 
office: 422-1449 and we will mail the form to you, or you can stop by and 
complete one, and arrangements will be made for you to pick up the items you 
need.  Following this procedure allows us to know which items are out and 
what are still available for others. 

 
 MEETINGS AND EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
If you are planning a meeting or event, or need to cancel or change the 

date of a meeting or event – please call the church office 422-1449 with the 
details, or make a note on the calendar posted on the wall of the fireplace room.  
This will not only help to let others know what meetings are scheduled, but will 
also ensure that the most complete and current information is used when events 
are published in the bulletin and Grapevine.  Thank you.  
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OUR  SHUT-IN’S 
 
Wilma Gray 
River Ridge Manor 
1333 Well Street, 32c 
Niles, MI  49120 

 Agnes Schulz 
Jordan’s Nursing Home 
9935 Red Arrow Hwy #129 
Bridgman, MI 49106 

   
Martha Schultz 
11938 Coveney Road 
Buchanan, MI 49107 

 Paul & Dorothy Zielke 
1397 Lemon Creek Road 
Box 103 
Baroda, MI  49101 

Elsie Lemon 
221 E. Snow Road 
Baroda, Mi 49101 

  

   
 
Let us pray: Dear Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years 

have brought them isolation, distress, or weakness. Provide for them homes of 
dignity and peace; give to them understanding caregivers, and the willingness 
to accept help; and, if their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your unending love. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

We ask that you regularly send our shut-ins cards or notes of support, and 
keep them, their families, and their caregivers, in your prayers. 

 
* * * * * 

 
 

Superbooks are still available. 
The cost is $38.95 each.  Make your checks out 
to Superbook. See Dana Ford, John Boos or 
Bonnie in the church office. 
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BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED IN APRIL 
 

1 Julie Nitz 13 Marianna Cerecke 
 Nathan Nitz  Richard Cronk 

3 Kelsey Schaefer  Robert Cronk 
5 Ed Blesy 15 Corinne Ondraka 
 Heather (Schultz) Fitzpatrick 19 Matthew Fleisher 

7 Jamie Fitzpatrick 22 Ruth Heimbuch 
  Caitlin Nitz 25 Cynthia Schroeder 

9 Joey Zielke 26 Morgan Granzow 
10 Connor Blesy  Peyton Nitz-Lentz 
11 Chad Starbuck 28 Rose Gaul 
12 Robert Nitz  Bob Getz 

  30 Todd Sweet 
    

 
If a birthday is listed incorrectly, please call the church 

office, so that we can correct the records: 422-1449 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday February 21, 2008 
 
MEETING OPENED:  7:05 p.m. with devotion and prayer by Pastor Ken.  Sam 
Schultz read the Value Statements 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Sam Schultz, Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke, Bruce Nitz, Bonnie Hodge, 
Dean Driscoll, Karen Jasper, Pattie Neal 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Larry Klug, Bill Gavac, Dave Risetter 

ADVISORY PRESENT: Pastor Ken 
 
M INUTES: 

Motion by Pattie Neal, second by Karen Jasper to accept the 
January 17, 2007 minutes noting one correction under members 
absent. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Community Life:  
 Rick Widdis read the minutes from their February 14th Meeting. 
 Motion by Pattie Neal, second by Bruce Nitz to hold the Easter Egg 
 Hunt on March 22nd. 
 Motion by Karen Jasper, second by Pattie Neal to hold and Easter 
 Breakfast, details still to be worked out. 
 Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Jasper to allow the 
 Community Life Committee to provide the needy families with 
 Easter meals.  One member was opposed, Motion Carried. 
YOUTH GROUP:  The Valentine Dinner was a huge success.  The Youth had a 
great time at their Lock-In. The youth volunteered to help with the Easter 
Breakfast. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Copies of the cash-on-hand, income and expense 
reports and balance sheets, were reviewed and accepted.    
PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor’s report was handed out and discussed. Pastor 
informed council about an event on the 4th Sunday of each month called Music 
in the Park, he would like St. John’s to sponsor the event on August 24th. 

Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Jasper to allow the 
Samaritan Center to host a 7 week Seminar on Teen/Parenting at 
St. John’s. 
Motion by Rick Widdis, second by Karen Jasper to provide Non-
Profit  groups with a 1 x 2 ad space in the Bulletins and 
Grapevines.  Bruce Abstained from voting due to a conflict of 
interest.  Motion Carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Bruce explained some Thrivent programs called Giving Plus, Simply 
Giving and the Tuition Collection Program. 
Sam Schultz conducted phone polls of council to approve the Ps 33:3 
Band for Baroda Fireworks and another to approve a 5% increase of 
Pastor’s salary for 2008. 

 
The next council meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 19th. 
Lord’s Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 8:00 p.m. 
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COUNCIL MEETING NOTES (UNEDITED MINUTES) 
 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Regular Council Meeting Notes 
Wednesday March 19, 2008 
 
Meeting opened:  7:20 p.m. with devotion, Value Statements and prayer by 
Rick Widdis 
Members Present: 

Dave Risetter, Rick Widdis, Karen Zielke,  Bonnie Hodge, Dean 
Driscoll, Karen Jasper, Pattie Neal 
Members Absent: 

Larry Klug, Bill Gavac, Sam Schultz and Bruce Nitz 
 
Minutes: 

Motion by Karen Zielke, second by Karen Jasper to accept the 
February 21, 2008 minutes with changes. 

Committee Reports: 
Hickory Creek: 
 Motion by Pattie Neal, second by Dave Risetter to approve a 
 multiple family discount for tuition for 2008/2009. 
 Motion by Karen Jasper, second by Karen Zielke to approve a 
 registration increase  for the 2008/2009 school year. 
 Motion by Dave Risetter, second by Pattie Neal to approve a 
 book/bake sale May 1st-May 4th for HCLC. 
Youth Group:  Pattie Reported that the youth group has been making plans for 
the Easter Breakfast. 
Treasurer’s Report: Copies of the cash-on-hand, income and expense 
reports and balance sheets, were reviewed and accepted.    
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor absent, therefore no report. 
New Business: 
 Motion by Karen Zielke, second by Pattie Neal to approve the 
 March 7th council meeting minutes with changes. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Meeting Adjourned 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Celebrating God’s Love 

11 

EMPTIES 4 CASH INKJET RECYCLING FUND-RAISER 
 
With the “Empties4Cash” Program, we can raise funds just by recycling 

used inkjet cartridges.  If you use any of the following makes of cartridges and 
want to help with this project, just bring in your used cartridges and place them 
in the box in the narthex. 

LEXMARK HEWLETT PACKARD  XEROX 
CANON  COMPAQ   SHARP  
DELL  BROTHER   APPLE   

Please note:   
* The cartridges (case, circuitry, and print head) must not be damaged. 
* Do not put Scotch Tape over the print head! It will damage it. 
* Sort & stack similar cartridges together and then roll them in newspaper. 
 

THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowing that God is the Creator and Provider of all things motivates us to 
worship Him through our faithful stewardship. As faithful stewards, we 
acknowledge God as the source and owner of everything. We are merely 
managers or caretakers of His property that is on loan to us. In our faithful 
stewardship, we seek to use our lives and blessings according to His will. We 
understand that our main purpose is to serve and glorify Him. We seek God’s 
wisdom and strength to fulfill our stewardship tasks, and we are aware of our 
need to be responsible and accountable. The reward for our faithfulness will 
come from hearing God say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” Matthew 25:23 
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PROCEDURES FOR ORDERING ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
Anyone wishing to put flowers on the Altar for any occasion will be 

responsible for: 
·  signing up for a specific Sunday(s) on the flower board 
·  ordering and payment of flowers from the florist of your choice 
·  making delivery arrangements on Saturday (contact Altar Member to 

get into church) 
·  advising the office what you would like printed in the bulletin 
·  seasonal garden flowers or potted plants are acceptable in appropriate 

containers (stands are available for single vase arrangements/bouquets) 
·  vases and liners are available at church, if needed (contact Altar 

Member for assistance.      
                                                  

PRAYER VENTURES – APRIL  2008 
1   Please offer prayers of thanksgiving for New Horizons Lutheran Church in 

Falcon, Colo., celebrating its second anniversary as a worshiping 
community.  The Rev. Tim Singleton and the people of New Horizons 
meet in Banning-Lewis Charter School for worship. Pray for continued 
growth.   

2    Pray for Pastor Sam and Cindy Wolff, who serve at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Frankfurt, Germany.  Trinity is an international congregation, 
jointly supported by the ELCA and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
which ministers to English-speaking Christians in the area. 

3    Remember in prayer Gretchen Ferber and Ralecia Hamm, serving with the 
ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program in the Philippines. Praise 
God for the opportunities and relationships they build with our brothers 
and sisters there. 

4    Pray for ELCA synods gathering in assembly this month: Eastern North 
Dakota, Arkansas-Oklahoma, Minneapolis Area, Southeastern Minnesota, 
Eastern Washington-Idaho, Alaska, Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana, 
Sierra Pacific.  Pray that they find a way together as they discern God’s 
call for their shared ministry.  

5    Give thanks to God for the lives touched through the work of Harold 
Kriesel, serving as a professor in Pastoral Care and Counseling at China 
Lutheran Seminary in Taiwan. Praise God for the recently completed 
construction of the new China Lutheran Seminary building.   

6      Third Sunday of Easter 
 Lord of the nations, we pray for the people of East Timor, Indonesia and 

the Philippines as they struggle with religious and political diversity. Grant 
that they may receive your peace and a sense of the richness of life that 
comes through your abundant gifts. 
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7    World Health Day 
 On this World Health Day, pray for the HIV/AIDS ministries of Central 

City Lutheran Mission, San Bernardino, Calif., that they may continue to 
sustain individuals and families with safe and secure homes  and medical 
care. 

8    Pray for Pastor Roger Rogahn, who serves at the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Cairo, Egypt.  He is a professor at the largest Arab-language 
theological institution in the world, which trains pastors for the 
Evangelical Synod of the Nile and other churches in the Middle East. 

9  Pray for all the rostered leaders of the ELCA, the associates in ministry, 
deaconesses, diaconal ministers and pastors, as they live out their callings 
in the communities in which they serve.  

10    Thank God for ELCA-trained coaches that walk with mission developers, 
offering encouragement and questions to help the developers determine 
their own next steps and accountability to their own goals. 

11   Lift up Randall and Carol Stubbs, teaching music at Makumira University 
College, a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania. 
Rejoice with this family and with their students as they learn from each 
other the gifts of music and friendship. 

12   Pray for continued growth in numbers and discipleship at Advent Lutheran 
Church, Lake Ann, Mich.  This small-town congregation in Northern 
Michigan, served by Pastor Justin Grimm, first offered worship services in 
December 2005.  Currently they have two weekly Sunday services with 
about 250 attending.  

13   Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Blessed God, in the midst of serious political and economic challenges in 

the region, we pray for the people of Japan, North Korea, South Korea and 
Taiwan, that your abundant grace may be showered upon them. 

14   Pray for the Deaconess Community of the ELCA, each of whose members 
has "a heart for diakonia -- for loving service to all in need, because of the 
love of Christ."  

15  Pray for the 15 young ELCA members who are serving in the United 
Kingdom this year through the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission 
program, including Katherine Ajer, Christina Alexander, Eric Huseth and 
Amehed Shek.  

16   Pray that leaders of Lutheran social ministry organizations who have 
recently assumed leadership positions may find strength in serving: 
Heather Feltman, Lutheran Social Services of New England; the Rev. 
Marsh Drege, Seafarer's and International House, New York; and Janelle 
Domeyer, Lutheran Servant Corps, Omaha, Neb. 
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17   Ask for God’s blessings on the ministry of Pastor Developer Rani 
Abdulmasih and the members of Abundant Life Arabic Lutheran Church 
as they minister to the Arab-Middle Eastern community in Dearborn and 
Southeast Michigan. 

18   Praise God for Sarah Larson and Sarah Werzinske, young people who are 
giving a year of their lives to serve in social ministry settings in Kenya.  
Thank God for the wide interest and participation in the Young Adults in 
Global Mission program. 

19   Thank God for the Rev. Scott Stein and the people of Christ the King 
Lutheran Church, a congregation under development in South Jordan, 
Utah. This developing congregation is one of four meeting in a megaplex 
movie complex on Sunday mornings and is celebrating its first anniversary 
of offering Sunday worship services. 

20    Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 God of mercy, send gentle rains upon the lands of Djibouti and Somalia.  

May the fields bear fruit and the people be renewed in the midst of their 
constant living with drought and hunger. 

21   Please pray for the young people on the board of the Lutheran Youth 
Organization, Multicultural Advisory Committee and Definitely Abled 
Advisory Committee, meeting soon.  Guide them as they move forward in 
tending to the ministry of full inclusion of young people in church. Pray 
for the church's welcoming of all their gifts, for the call to us in 1 Timothy 
4:12 is to lift up young leaders as examples in faith.    

22   Earth Day 
 Give thanks for the goodness of all creation and for those who labor to 

preserve it. 
23   Thank God for the generosity of members of Desert Streams Lutheran 

Church, Surprise, Ariz., as they open the Desert Streams Outreach Center.  
The center houses the congregation's office as well as space for various 
congregation and community ministries to meet, in an effort to reach 
people and change lives. 

24   Pray for Lynda McConnell, Marjorie Graetz, Kendra Korte, and Angelica 
Martinez, volunteer teachers at Gymnazium JA Komenskeho in Košice, 
Slovakia.  The Gymnasium is one of several church-related schools to 
which the ELCA sends teachers.  

25    Mark, Evangelist 
 Pray for all of the candidates for ordination receiving their theological 

formation through the Theological Education for Emerging Ministries 
program, that they be Spirit filled and theologically equipped for the 
mission work before them. 
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26  Pray for the ELCA's state public policy office directors as they gather in 
Seattle April 27-29 for their spring 2008 meeting.  Pray that their advocacy 
in state capitals across this country may help better the lives of people in 
poverty. 

27   Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 God of hope, we praise you for the witness of the growing churches in 

Ethiopia and Eritrea. Continue to strengthen and comfort these churches as 
they reach out with compassion to their neighbors. 

28   Pray for the Rev. Sally and Thomas Roach, regional representatives for 
East Africa.  Remember them in prayer as they complete five years of 
service with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania and the 
Lutheran Church of Rwanda, and as they transition home this summer. 

29   Give thanks for the pastors who serve as military chaplains in places of 
conflict, for their families and congregations they leave behind, who offer 
support while waiting for their return. 

30    Give thanks for the ministries of Pastor Allan and Marie Krahn in Brazil, 
where Allan serves the library of the Lutheran seminary in São Leopoldo 
and Marie teaches Hebrew.  

 
OUR COUNCIL MEMBER OF THE MONTH 

 
Hello to my family of St. John's; I’m Pattie Neal your Council member of the 
month. 
I grew up in Eau Claire, Mi. Then moved to the big town of Baroda in 1986. 
I'm happily married and have four children, Rebekah, Heather, and twins- 
Robert and Richard. We also have three grandsons, Tristan, Dustin and Austin 
(who will hopefully be moving back to Mi. Soon).  So I’m just a “local yokel” 
and not even related to any of the Nitz's or Otts’ (ha!ha!). 
I've been a nurse since I was 18 years old, and I worked for 28 years as an 
emergency/trauma nurse, and the past 5 years in the heart center at Lakeland 
Hospital (do the math  ha!ha!). 
I've been a member of St. John's for 22 years and I have worked a lot with the 
youth (who are great!). And have served on the committees of Christian Ed, 
Community Life, Church Council, Youth Group, and HCLC. 
I truly enjoy everyone at our church and am proud of all we do and share with 
our community. 
Thank you for letting me be your Council member. 

                                                                                             Love, Pattie Neal 
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PRESCHOOL INCENTIVE 
 
Attention Parents of Hickory Creek Learning Center Students: 
St. John’s Church Council continues to offer a $10 a month savings in tuition 
each month for active members of the church beginning in the 2008/09 school 
year at Hickory Creek Learning Center.  Please call Marcy Blesy at 465-
4441 if you have any questions.  This offer is a generous incentive to St. John’s 
members to continue to benefit from the positive education at Hickory Creek 
Learning Center!  Thank you Council. 
 

A USED BOOK SALE IS COMING  
 

ATTENTION !!  ATTENTION !!  ATTENTION !! 
Hickory Creek Parents and St. John's Members, 

 
We are trying another new fundraiser in May! On Thursday, May 1st and 

Friday, May 2nd we are going to hold a book sale during preschool hours as 
well as on Sunday, May 4th during church at St. John's. But, we need your help 
in order for this sale to work! We are asking for you to go through all of the 
books in your home and donate those that you no longer need. Think of a 
garage sale for books. We hope to have a large collection of books donated. 
Then you can shop and buy from everyone else's books! Please bring in your 
books anytime after spring break:. Hardcover books will sell for $1.00, and 
paperback books will sell for $.50 Watch for more reminder notes and start 
clearing out your books! Thanks! 

Marcy Blesy 
Hickory Creek Learning Center 

 
MOTHER DAUGHTER BANQUET 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 10TH 
 

Join us, along with your mother, daughter, mother-in-law, 
sisters, aunts, or someone special to you heart! 

 

MARK YOU CALENDAR, TODAY! 
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COMMUNITY LIFE NEWS 
 

THE NEXT BLOOD DRIVE 
IS SCHEDULED FOR Friday May 9, from 3-7 pm. 

 
Thanks to John Boos, Dana Ford, and Mary Jo Risetter for delivering your 
gifts of food and toiletries to the food bank at the Catholic Community Center 
in Benton Harbor on Tuesday, March 11. Sister Rita is very appreciative of 
your kindness and told us that they are getting more demands for food every 
day. People that have not been there for five or six years have had to come back 
because of economic problems.   
On Monday, March 10 St. John's hosted the second blood drive in 2008 held by 
the Michigan Community Blood Centers. Twenty-five potential donors donated 
seventeen pints of their blood. Four heroic donors were recognized for their 
many gracious gifts. Connie Fox and Matt Fleisher were awarded one gallon 
pins, Guy Tollas was awarded a two gallon pin, and Richard Herrman 
(Kristen Brueck's father) was awarded a SIX gallon pin. These four donors 
have helped from 240 to 320 ill or injured persons in need of blood 
transfusions. The gifts from this drive from all the donors will help from 51 to 
68 persons. 
The twenty-five potential donors were: Pastor Ken, Rebecca Bartz (a 
Lakeshore High School Student), Wanda Bartz, Richard Cronk, Dana 
Ford, Alyssa Fox, Connie Fox, Kimberly Fox, Steve Fox,  Kristi Fleisher, 
Matt Fleisher, Scott Fleisher, Jennifer Granzow, Keith Granzow, Richard 
Herrman, Walt Hodge, Pattie Neal, Nathan Nitz, Steve Nitz, Todd Nitz, 
Betty Shembarger, Jill Sweebe, Guy Tollas, Debbie Woodrick and Bill 
Zielke. 
Dana Ford provided snacks and Carolyn Widdis and Tina Widdis provided 
home made cookies for the donors to snack on. 
Sue Babcock, John Boos, Dana Ford, Pattie Neal and Alice Schinkel 
counseled the donors and provided them with a drink and snacks as the donors 
waited the required ten minutes after donating. 
John Boos, Richard Cronk and Dana Ford helped to set up and to clean up. 
Thanks to everyone who graciously donated food for the Easter Meals.  
Because of the Congregation’s generosity, we were able to provide Easter 
meals to 3 less privileged families. 
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WE THANK OUR ADVERTISERS  
FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND ITS MINISTRIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������  BAKERY 
4209 Lake Street, Bridgman, MI 49106 

1.269.466.2253 
 

THE GRANZOW FAMILY’S BEACHSIDE BAKERY IS GRACIOUSLY PROVIDING 
THE BREAD USED FOR THE COMMUNION SERVICES. 

 
VISIT THEIR BAKERY AND CHECK OUT THEIR SPECIALTY BREADS, 

PASTRIES, DONUTS, COOKIES, AND GOURMET COFFEES. 
 

 
Your Bulletin is a COUPON ! Bring your bulletin and receive a free small 

gourmet coffee with ANY purchase!   
 

 
 


